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Opportunity Knocks on Puslinch Doors!
 

By Mary Tivy

Studies show that heritage buildings in Ontario keep their 
real estate values above the average of other buildings, 

heritage assets as visitor destinations.

For small communities that have conserved their heritage 
streetscapes cultural heritage tourism can be a major 
economic force. 

Consider Elora, a quiet village with little economic 
development after the Second World War. In the late 
1960s a few residents worked to conserve the mill and the 
historic streetscape along the river, turning the village into 
a premiere tourist destination in Ontario. 

Likewise with St. Jacobs, which was in the 1970s simply an 
Old Order Mennonite village with a blacksmith and a large 
farmer’s market. In the 1980s it became a destination for 
people interested in quaint streetscapes and Mennonite 
culture, food, and crafts. 

Fergus has several decades of branding itself as a Highland 
Scots town built by Scottish stone masons, (although it was 
in fact settled by Lowland Scots) and now Fergus has the 
third largest Highland games in the world, drawing 30,000 
people each year.

Tom Patterson, who founded the Stratford Festival in the 
1950s, did so to revitalize the local economy. Stratford’s 
heritage streetscapes, gardens and the Avon riverscape 
enrich the theatre-goers experience. 

These community transformations were not accidental; 
they were led by people with vision, energy, an appreciation 
for local heritage, and a concern for a viable future of their 
communities.
 
Puslinch Township has been spared the sort of development 
that bulldozed old neighbourhoods in urban centres. 

We have a wealth of early and beautiful structures built by 
the Township’s founding families in the nineteenth century. 

The Puslinch Heritage Committee has photographed, 
recorded and researched these structures. Many of these 
buildings are residences. 

Others, such as obsolete industrial, commercial and 
institutional buildings have been saved and adaptively 
reused by individuals and businesses that recognise the 
value of these buildings. 

In Aberfoyle alone, the former 1859 Aberfoyle grist mill is 

now the Aberfoyle Mill Restaurant with a mystery theatre 
dinner and wedding destination. 

Not only has the exterior of the building been preserved but 
the interior milling equipment is still in place offering diners 
a view of what was once the central industry in Aberfoyle. 

Across the road the Aberfoyle Antique Market draws 
hundreds of antique hunters each weekend during the 
summer. 

The Aberfoyle Farmers’ Market in the new Optimist 
Recreation Centre continues our agricultural tradition and 
draws visitors to the village. 
 
Elsewhere in the Township the Danish Place, in the 1850s 
McLean house draws Danes and others to the village 
of Crieff, as does the Crieff Hills Retreat Centre, with its 
collection of heritage buildings.
 
As well, the beautiful 1861 Ellis Chapel offers special 
events in the summer, featuring hymn singing, music, non-
denominational sermons and refreshments in the garden, 
that draws people from around the area. 

Morriston still has much of its nineteenth century main 
streetscape intact, with several commercial and retail 
opportunities in place. Once the Highway 6 bypass is 

one of Morriston’s 19th century hotels or another heritage 
building could be re-opened as an inn. 

buildings, such as the Folklore Barber and Company, to 
provide a relaxing stop-over and cappuccino to the many 
cyclists who ride through the Township on the weekends.

There are lots of opportunities for both conserving our 
Puslinch communities and making them prosper through 
heritage tourism. Share your thoughts! 
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Editorial

In this issue of the Pioneer, we look at the darker side of life, with the 
death of Ken Scott because of a drunk driver. Ken was a husband, father 
and a vibrant community leader in Puslinch Lake.  Sadly such incidents are 
not unique nor likely to change in the near future. Puslinch is not immune 
to such tragic stories.   

How can we change these sad outcomes?  Becoming aware may be a good 
place to start, so drivers don’t get behind the wheel when impaired.  Our 
thoughts are with the family.

On a more positive note, as you will read in the cover article – opportunity 
perhaps knocks for Puslinch in turning the community into one that brings 
more visitors to appreciate the heritage buildings, and enjoy the charm of 
our rolling hills and countryside.  This could be exciting; maybe we need 
a Tourism Task Force? 

You can tell that we are looking forward to spring with the articles on 
planting and the Junior Garden Club.  How fortunate our children are to 
have this chance to learn while they are young about how to grow their 
own vegetables.  It’s a life skill that they will take with them forever, 
wherever they live.

With March Break coming up fast, we have included some information 
about March Break activities for those of you staying home and not 
seeking warmer climes.

Have a good month.
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  TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH  
                (519) 763-1226

Council Meetings  (519) 763-1226
First Wednesday at 1 pm. 
Third Wednesday at 7:00 pm.

Please check the Council Calendar at 
www.puslinch.ca as meetings may 
be subject to change.

Library Hours   (519) 763-8026
Tuesday     10 am  –  8 pm.
Wednesday   10 am - 8 pm.
Thursday    10 am  –  8 pm.
Friday     10 am  –  6 pm.
Saturday  10 am -  5 pm.

Optimist Recreation Centre Hours
Monday – Friday 9 am - 10 pm
Saturday 9 am - 10 pm
Sunday 9 am - 10 pm
Contact: 519-763-1226 or 
rentals@puslinch.ca 

Historical Society Archives
Saturdays  12 noon - 3 pm 
or for  appointment email 
ardyne.farm @sympatico.ca or 
519-822-8559

Waste Facility      (519) 837-2601
Open Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays 8 am - 4 pm. Located at 
6922 Concession #4 between County 
Rd.#35 and Hanlon (Hwy #6)

Council Clips 
March 2020
Meeting with MPP Ted Arnott & MTO 
Staff re: Hwy 6 bypass.  Nothing is 

that the MTO is still expending funds 
and efforts on the project.  Design 
work is continuing, as is necessary 

Property procurement is almost done 
and continuing.  These actions would 
typically not take place unless the 
project wasn’t favorably viewed as 
proceeding.  

Budget for 2020.  
The Township local tax increase is 3.7  
percent  and a blended increase of 
1.52 percent for county and education 
portions for average homeowners.  

For a typical farm, there is a local 
12.43 percent increase and a blended 
tax increase of 10.04 percent. 

According to a BMA study for the 
Province of Ontario, the mean value 
of a dwelling in Puslinch is $658,327 
and a mean household income of 
$187,317.  Property taxes as a per cent 
of household income is 3.3 percent, 
which they rank as low.

Community Grants for 2020.  

Organization                           Amount
Aberfoyle                                       $3000
Agricultural Society 
Aberfoyle Farmers’                      $3000
Market 
Friends of Mill                               $1250
Creek – Grand 
River 
Optimist Club of                           $2231.83
Puslinch 
Puslinch Lake                                $25000
Conservation Assn 
Sunrise Therapeutic                     $2000
Riding & Learning 
Centres 
Wellington County                       $180
Plowmen’s Assn
Whistle Stop                                  $877.96  
Co-operative Preschool  
TOTAL                                           $37,539.79
Percent of water taking considered 
consumptive.  
Council wants information from Kyle 
Davis, Wellington Source Water 
Protection, regarding the portion of the 
water taking related to the Lanci pit 
expansion by CBM, that is considered 
consumptive.   

Legislative Changes in Bill 132.  
Council supports the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario’s position on 
Legislative changes with respect to the 

Aggregate Resources Act and the Safe 
Drinking Water Act.  

Lake Erie Region Protection 
Committee.   
Council endorses the position of the 
Lake Erie Region Protection Committee 
and supports actions to address the 
over-application of winter maintenance 
chemicals to protect sources of 
Municipal drinking water.  

Liability concerns with off-road 
vehicles using Municipal highways.  

from their insurance company, the 
Township liability with implementing 
by-laws to allow off-road vehicles to be 
driven on Municipal highways.  

They are also concerned about the 
enforcement component by Wellington 
OPP.    

Maintenance and Occupancy 
Standards.  
A revision of Standards for the 
Maintenance and Occupancy of 

40 pages and can be checked at the 

situation.   

Summer Student Position for 2020.  
The Heritage Committee has reported 
that there is funding available for a 
heritage summer student position.   

The Township was asked to place 
notices on the University of Guelph and 
the Conestoga College websites.  

The Heritage Committee noted that the 
Township does not require demolition 
permits for the demolition of barns.  
Applying for a permit allows MPAC to 
make the necessary changes to the 
taxes on the property.  

Aberfoyle 
Farmers’ Market
Looking for vendors
We are a local only, seasonal farmers’ 
market located in a covered outdoor 
arena in the Optimist Recreation Centre, 
next to the Puslinch Community Centre 
and the Puslinch Library, only four 
minutes from the South end of Guelph.  
We are open every Saturday from 8am-
1pm from the last Saturday in May 
until the last Saturday in October.  We 
have plenty of parking, wide aisles and 
a wonderful community of vendors.
We have three stall sizes available for 
Product Vendors at the following costs 
per date:
10’ x 10’ stall     x     $23.00
14’ x 10’ stall     x     $32.00

15’ x 10’ stall     x     $34.00
10’ x 10’ Service Vendor Stall   x   
$43.00
10’ x 10’ Community Group Stall - FREE 
(pending availability)
Additionally, all vendors pay a one time 
registration fee per year of $39.   

For new vendors wishing to try the 
market for a single date, please contact 
the market manager at manager@
afma.ca for a reduced registration fee.
HST is applied to all fees.  
We accept a wide variety of local 
farmers, prepared food vendors, 
service vendors, crafters and artisans.  
Local only please!  
We typically do not allow reselling at 
our market. Items must be made/
grown by you.
We also offer free stall space 

community groups and to buskers who 
are welcome to collect donations, sell 
cds and lessons while they play.

Check out the website at www.
aberfoylemarket.ca
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Good leaders 
are...

By Jeff Neumann

As parents, we sometimes fall into the 
trap of telling our kids you can be any-
thing you want to be. 

High school and university graduation 
speeches are steeped in platitudes af-

-
tential is limitless. Optimism abounds, 
and so it should. 

But is it true? Can I be anything I want 
to be? Can I be tomorrow’s leader? 
And what exactly is a leader?

Fear not, I will not pretend to espouse 
what a good leader is or isn’t, as each 
of us will have a different opinion on 
the matter. Not all of us will be attract-
ed to the same leadership style. 

Ultimately, we each have the freedom 
to select who we choose to emulate 
and whose example we will follow. Is 
our preferred leader the vocal type 

prone to shouting ‘go team go’? Are 
they more inclined to lead by example 
and say come follow me? Does our 
preferred leader endeavour to be a 
leader? 

Perhaps they are more inclined to be 
the accidental leader envisioned re-
cently in the movie, The Two Popes 
when they paraphrased Plato: “the 

want to be a leader”. 

We will each have our preference, and 
they may all differ. If you doubt this to 
be true, google what is a good leader 
– you’ll need to pack a lunch before 
descending into that rabbit hole and 
when you emerge, you may not have 
gained any clarity on the matter. There 
does not appear to be a consensus.

So much is made of the word leader 
that we have come to accept the word 
as synonymous with positive human 
attributes. To be considered a natural-
born leader is accepted as a compli-
ment. The corollary would be, that fol-
lowers are somehow, less than. 

After all, have you heard someone 
praised for being an exceptional fol-

lower? Yet, organizations such as 
sporting teams, corporations, adminis-

not only the vision and work ethic of a 
good leader but the willingness of the 
majority of us to make ourselves ex-
ceptional followers. 

Allowing the word to have become a 
degradation, unfortunately, makes it 

Rather, we prefer to think of ourselves 
as leaders, and we prefer our kids to 
endeavour to be the same. 

Why else does a team of six-year-olds 
have captains and assistant captains? 
Their peers did not choose them, the 
adults in the room did. The bookstore 
shelves are full of help instructing us 
on leadership skills.  

Being a leader is a nice thought, and it 
would be great if we could all be one, 
but focusing on being one might be 
like longing for a goal without institut-
ing a process. 

There is no shame in learning to be a 
good follower… so long as we are fol-
lowing the right people. In the end, 
perhaps this is what good leaders are.  
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Recycling
program

Nestlé Waters Canada announced that 
Puslinch Council voted unanimously 
to begin the implementation of the 
innovative public-space recycling 
program designed by Reclay Steward 
Edge and Recycle Everywhere in all 
community locations.

“We are very pleased that Nestlé 
Waters Canada has brought such 
an innovative public-space recycling 
program with a proven track record of 
increasing recycling rates to Puslinch,” 
said Puslinch Mayor, James Seeley. 

“Nestlé Waters Canada is an 
outstanding community partner and 
recognized the need for improved 
recycling infrastructure in our local 
parks and Community Centre.”

The program, which is responsible for 
a dramatic increase in the recovery 
rate in Manitoba, from 42 percent to 
roughly 69 percent, in a few short 
years, will kick off in mid-February with 
a site assessment and bin selection. 
The waste audit will be conducted 

submitted to Council in September.

“We have seen the proven results of 
this program in smaller communities 
across Canada and look forward to 
seeing the positive impact it will have 
here in Puslinch, where many of our 
employees, live, work and play,” said 
Adam Graves, President of Nestlé 
Waters Canada. 

“As a producer, we recognize the role 
we play in ensuring our products are 
consistently being recycled, and know 
that public spaces are traditionally 
a gap where more can be done to 
increase recovery rates. We are 
happy to be able to do our part in our 
community,” said Graves.

Residents can expect to begin seeing 
new dual recycling bins in mid-April. 
The education campaign, which 
accompanies the bins, will roll-out in 
traditional and social media in early 
spring.

Once the program is complete, the 
Township of Puslinch will see the 

bins becoming part of the permanent 
recycling infrastructure in the 
community.

Message from 
Michael Chong

I would like to thank everyone who 
contacted me and encouraged me to 
seek the leadership of the Conservative 
Party. 

I would also like to thank the many 
people who took the time to provide 
advice.

After several weeks of deliberating with 
supporters, friends and family, I have 
concluded that now is not the time for 
me to seek the leadership. 

In the coming months, I will be 
following the leadership race closely. 
Conservatives need a leader that 
can unite a diverse group that 
includes social conservatives, social 
progressives, libertarians, les bleus 

In addition to maintaining unity, the 
next leader must also broaden the 
party and appeal to a bigger group of 
voters. 
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When is collection day?
What goes where?

OM Official Mark of The Corporation of the County of Wellington.

it’s FREE!
Get this information and more using the

waste app in Wellington County,

Check it
out!

Download from the App Store or Google Play
You can also access Recycle Coach from the
SWS website at www.wellington.ca/sws

ROOTED IN GUELPH SINCE 1973

guiding you Home.

At Coldwell Banker Neumann, we believe in a culture of 

caring and are committed to reaching a high 

standard of excellence. We have over 60 agents ready 

to help you buy, sell or invest. Coldwell Banker Canada 

has a legacy of serving the real estate needs of 

Canadians for over 70 years.

LET’S GET YOU CONNECTED. CALL TODAY.

519.821.3600
824 Gordon St. | CBN.ON.CA
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Remembering 
Ken Scott 

By Kim Hussey

Ken Scott was an integral and vibrant 
neighbour, friend and truthfully, a his-
toric icon. Ken, or known to many as 
Kenny, Scotty or the Legend, was a 
resident of the North Shore community 
on Puslinch Lake for 40 years.

On the North Shore of the lake where 
Kenny lived with Michelle and their two 
boys, Zach and Sam, there are approx-
imately 30 homes. 

Kenny was known as the sheriff on the 
street, patrolling the people coming 
and going to protect the neighbour-
hood. He was a pillar on the lake, an 
amazing storyteller and knew the his-
tory of the lake better than anyone. 

His lake experiences made him a men-
tor to everyone including boaters, fel-
low water-skiers, neighbours or new-
comers on just about anything related 
to our lake community.  

Ken was the Community’s very own 
personal Wikipedia and comic relief on 
all matters of the lake or the people 
who live on it. 

Ken loved and protected his family and 
this was always evident right up un-
til the fatal night that took his life on 
Townline Road. 

On the evening of November 6th, after 
enjoying a family dinner, Ken ventured 
in his sons’ vehicle to put snow tires 
on to keep them safe on the roads for 
the winter.

At approximately 7:00 pm, drunk driv-
er, Jason Fach, drove impaired from 
the St. Louis Bar and Grill, crashed into 
a parked vehicle on Saginaw Parkway 
and then turned onto Townline Road, 
where he swerved into the northbound 
lane, striking Kenny’s car. 

It was reported that Fach’s blood-alco-
hol level was almost three times over 
the legal limit. 

On February 4th, 2020, Michelle, her 
family and friends went to court where 
Jason Fach was sentenced to six years 
in prison and an 11-year driving ban 
for the fatal crash that resulted in Mi-
chelle losing her soulmate, Zach and 
Sam losing their hero and the exten-
sive loss to Kenny’s family and friends. 

Michelle McNally stood by her boys sto-
ically in court during her victim impact 
statement and said “Our beautiful and 
solid family unit of four was shattered 
and   forever   changed.   It  all  could 
have  been  prevented with one sound 

decision - the decision NOT to drink 
and drive”. 

Losing Kenny so tragically has had a 

The death of Kenny will be a constant 
and forever reminder that people are 
getting an Uber when they should, that 
licensed establishments are not taking 
their responsibility seriously and that 
terrible things happen to wonderful 
people.

Our Puslinch Lake Community mourns 
the senseless death of Kenny, and are 
wrapping his beautiful family up in 
our love and support moving forward, 
knowing the memories and presence 
of Ken Scott will live on. 

ELEMENT PULLOVER 
HOODED FLEECE. 

9.8-oz, 60/40 cotton/polyester 
lightweight fleece

EVERYDAY FLEECE
HOODED SWEATSHIRT

13-oz, 50/50 cotton/polyester fleece

S-XL
over size 

charges may apply

S-XL
over size 

charges may apply

25.00 set up +taxes and shipping
12 piece minimum

1 colour 1 location
Silk screening 

389 Woodlawn Rd. W, Guelph, ON N1H 7M1

19 Colours 
Available

19 Colours 
Available

Examinations & Laser Consults

Specialty Contact Lenses & Eyewear

Injury Treatment & Prevention

P: 905-659-3937 (EYES)       F: 905-659-3834      doctoreyes.ca

FREELTON EYE CARE

Mon & Tues 8:30AM – 4:30PM
Wed & Thurs 11AM – 7:30PM
Fri 9AM – 1PM
*Saturdays, based upon demand

835 Regional Road 97
Freelton, ON  L8B 0Z4
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SEPTIC 
SYSTEM

CALL

PRESENT 
THIS AD 
FOR YOUR 
FREE ON-SITE 
CONSULTATION

519-836-6370
IS CRITICAL TO YOUR HAPPY HOME

AVOID MESSY AND EXPENSIVE 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS AND 

SYSTEM FAILURE! 

LODDER BROTHERS IS YOUR 

LODDERBROTHERS.COM
TRUSTED SEPTIC EXPERT
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In memoriam

James Calvin
FitzGibbon

Passed away suddenly in the Bahamas 
on Tuesday January 21, 2020, at the 
age of 70.

Beloved husband of Linda. Loving father 
of Jamie (Casie), Amanda (Randy) and 
Nick (Tina).  Cherished Papa Jim of 
Reese, Aubrie, Summer, Adelaide and 
Robyn.  Jim will be missed by many 
extended family members and friends.

Jim was born and raised in Guelph 
where he worked as an elementary 
French teacher.  He loved playing his 
guitar, motorcycle rides on his Ducati 
with his friends, cooking delicious 
meals and recently traveling with his 
wife.

He had been enjoying his retirement 
on their hobby farm in Puslinch where
they have lived for over 40 years.

He was a truly classic character who 
put family above all else.

A memorial service was held for Jim 
at Gilbert MacIntyre and Son Funeral 
Home, Guelph, on Saturday, February 
8th, 2020 at 11 a.m. 

As expressions of sympathy, please no 

your love and energy on the ones that 
mean the most to you and don’t take 
your time together for granted.

Gerald Wayne 
Warner

January 18, 1946 – February 3, 2020

Morriston has lost one of its most icon-
ic residents.  It was a familiar sight to 
see Jerry walking one of his beloved 
dogs or scooting around the village on 
his skid steer or riding lawn mower.

His parents, Barney and Lil Warner, 
moved from Morriston to Mountsberg 
when Jerry was four, where the family 
farmed for over 50 years.  Jerry re-
turned to Morriston in mid 70’s to raise 
his daughter Kelly.  Jerry put in 37 
years of dedicated service at Halton 
Conservation, where he made many 
life-long friends and was able to enjoy 
his passion of the outdoors, working 
with his hands and love of machinery.  
In his younger years, Jerry suffered the 
misfortune of a tractor rolling down an 
embankment and crushing him under 
it.  He endured the pain caused by this 
accident daily. 

Jerry loved animals.  He and Kelly had 

many pets over the years.  He also 
fed the birds and other animals.  More 
than anything he loved the company 
of a dog.  His most recent companion 
dog, Diva, passed away in the late fall. 

Upon retiring in 2001, he quickly be-

Mayor”.  His new role was to keep a 
loving eye of concern for neighbours 
old and new.  He was always willing 
to lend a helping hand.  We will miss 
his kindness.  He became a common 
thread in the village, sharing informa-
tion throughout the old village and 
new subdivisions.  He kept us aware 
of people moving in and out, new con-
struction, the opening of new busi-
nesses and the health and welfare of 
our neighbours.  Morriston will never 
be the same, there is an emptiness 

On January 3, Jerry suffered a stroke.  
Fortunately, he still had periods of 
awareness and was able to share some 
treasured moments with family and 
friends.  

We know many were not able to visit 
due to the length of time he had to 
spend in ICU, or he was resting when 
you came. Be assured we passed along 
your messages.  Eventually, it was de-
termined that the long-term progno-
sis didn’t look promising.  Jerry had a 
short stay in Hospice Wellington where 
they provided a book where people 
could share their thoughts and memo-
ries.  Please contact Cheryl McLean if 
you like to add a prepared note to it.

Jerry will remain in the hearts of Kelly 
and her husband Steve McIntyre and 
be dearly missed by family, friends and 
neighbours.  Kelly would like to thank 
the staff at the Guelph General Hospi-
tal and Hospice Wellington for the com-
passionate care they gave her father.

Cheryl McLean,  519 822 8781

Comfortable Retirement Living
Quality care provided by friendly, professional staff

                                 24 hours a day
Long and short term accommodation

(519)  822-2006
2113 Gordon St. Guelph, ON  N1L 1G7

www.heritagehouseguelph.com
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519-837-2351

WINTER ISN'T DONE YET

A trusted name in real estate.

“...Nick’s knowledge, professionalism, and 
superior communication was huge through the 

whole process. Not only that but he 
exceeded our expectations by checking in on 

us often, providing advice, and having the whole 
family’s best interests at heart. We will work with 

Nick again and definitely
 recommend him.”- Sean F

nick@cbn.on.ca
519 821 3600

nickfitzgibbon.com
Sales Representative

Milestone Celebrations • Executive Events • PairingsPrivate, Elegant & Unique

Unique
Culinary

Experiences

Private In-Home Dining. 

Ask us about our 
exclusive Wine, Scotch
or Beer Pairing Menus. 

5 1 9 . 9 5 4 . 8 8 5 4 info@chefdtv.com



11 March  2020

Whistle Stop 
Cooperative 
Preschool

By Sandra Gunson RECE 

Do you have a child between the ages 
of 2.5 and 5 years and would like to 
meet other children and parents in the 
area to form life long relationships? 

Have you been considering a pre-
school program for September 2020? 

Did you know Puslinch Township has a 
Licensed Preschool that runs Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings in 
the Puslinch Community Centre?        

Whistle Stop Co-op Preschool will be 
holding an Open House and Registra-
tion on Tuesday March 5th, from 4:30-
7:30pm. 

You are invited to come in and meet 
the teachers and see the space 

set up for preschool. You will have 
an opportunity to ask questions 
and register for September 2020.                                                                        
(If you are unable to come at this time 
please feel free to call and book a tour)

Whistle Stop Preschool presents an 
opportunity for children to participate 
in a play-based learning program, 
which runs Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings from 9 - 11:30 at the 
Puslinch Community Centre. 

We are fully licensed under the Minis-
try of Education, Child Care Division 
and provide 16 children ages 2.5 to 5 
years with two Registered Early Child-
hood Educators each morning. 

Our program gives children the op-
portunity to separate from parents 

the world around them through vari-
ous activities set up each day. 

It is our goal to have your child leaving 

their caregivers and interacting with 

peers, as well as learning all about fun 
themes covered each week. 

This month the Whistle Stop class is 
talking about polar animals, numbers, 
valentines and watching as the winter 
weathers changes.  This is in addition 
to the regular activities which include 
counting, singing, painting, learning 
to recognize names, cutting, sitting 
for stories and circle time.

The staff at Whistle Stop aim to make 

happy and positive one for both you 
and your child. 

Our program strives to expose chil-
dren to learning experiences that will 
develop their natural curiosity and a 
love for learning. 

Space is limited to 16 children per 
morning class.     
 
For more information call Kristan at 
519-240-5414 or visit our website 
www.whistlestoppreschool.com
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Did You Know?

We are the largest 
tax payer in Wellington 
Country at $1.42 million

Donate 1 million + bottles 
of water annually to 

local charities and for 
emergency relief 

Our bottles are 
100% recyclable

As producers, we pay 50% 
of the Blue Box program 

in Ontario and will
eventually pay 100%

We’ve operated 
sustainably in Ontario 

for over 19 years

That sustainability 
guides everything 

that we do

Our Puslinch factory is 
zero waste to landfill

We always put the 
water needs of the 

community first

Represent less than 
0.01% of permitted

water taking in Ontario

Are the only industry 
that pays a fee - 

$503.71 per million litres

Represent only 0.6% of 
permitted water taking in 

the Grand River Watershed

Spring Water Bottlers in Ontario

To learn more, please visit our website at www.nestle-waters.ca
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Attention all 
Grade 1 to 8 
Students!!

By Maryann Hohenadel

 

Photo by Anna Earl

Do you like to grow things?  Would 
you like to learn something new?  Do 
you like to have fun outdoors?  Would 
you like to grow what you eat?  And, 
do you have access to a small plot of 
land in Puslinch?

Puslinch Junior Garden Club would be 
a great experience for you.

There are three meetings to attend 
where you will learn valuable 
gardening tips and techniques.  All 
seeds and plants are provided, along 
with expert advice from the leaders.  

In order to participate you require a 
garden plot either 100 sq feet or 160 
sq feet depending on your age.  It can 
be at home, a friend or relatives as 
long as it’s in Puslinch Township.

In the fall, all the great things you 
grew can be entered into the Aberfoyle 
Fall Fair.  There’s even a scarecrow 
contest!  We end the season with a 
family potluck in late September.

Registration for Junior Garden Club 
members will be at Maryann’s home 
April 7th, 8th and 9th, 4407 Victoria 
Rd, Puslinch, anytime between 3pm 
and 8pm.  Cost is only $5 per child.

If this date is not possible, or you 
require any additional information 
please contact Maryann Hohenadel at 
519-763-9849.

OUT AND ABOUT 

Taste of 
Burlington 

Taste of Burlington is committed to 
showcasing the best food and drink in 
Burlington year-round. 

restaurants during the Taste of 

which runs in February/March each 
year as well as a summer program in 
August/September. 

The Winter program runs to March 8, 
2020.  

Enjoy Prix-Fixe Dining at 44 
participating Burlington Restaurants
Lunch: $15 | $20 | $25 ~ Dinner: $30 
| $35 | $40.

Be sure to follow us on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook and tag us with 
#TasteofBurl to share your culinary 
experiences! 

You could win a gift card to one of the 
great restaurants Burlington has to 
offer!
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Let the Games Begin (Adults)
From cards to puzzles, checkers to 
word games, drop by the library for a 
friendly challenge.  Please register.
Tuesday, March 3, 2:00 - 3:30 pm

Story Time (5 years and under)
Our Story Times are designed to help 
your child get ready for reading. Share 
stories, songs, rhymes, and activities 
aimed at developing your child’s early 
literacy skills. Parents and caregivers 
are encouraged to participate. 
Thursday, March 5, 12, 26, 11- 11:45 
am

Dungeons and Dragons (Preteens) 
Let the adventure begin! Join us at 
the library for a game of Dungeons 
and Dragons. No previous experience 
required. Please register.
Thursday, March 5, 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Friday Book Club (Adults)
Discussing And Then There Were Nuns 
by Jane Christmas.  Please register. 
Friday, March 6, 1- 2:00 pm

Cricut Creations (Adults)
Learn to use a Cricut electronic cutting 
machine to create and embellish an 
Easter maker project. Machines are 
also available for in-branch use.  Please 
register.
Tuesday, March 10, 2:00 - 3:30 pm

Scrabble Club (Adults)
Join us for an afternoon of casual word 
building entertainment! No experience 
necessary. Please register. Wednesday, 
March 11, 25, 2-4:00 pm

Ukulele Boot Camp (All Ages)
Learn the basics of playing a ukulele, 
plus try a song or two. Bring your 
own or play one of ours- we’ll learn 
together. Uke can do it! Please register.
Saturday, March 14, 11am - 12pm

March Break with Mr. J (All Ages)
Join Mr. J for a musical performance 
with interactive instruments and a 
bubble machine. This fun and family 
friendly event is sure to please 
everyone. Drop in. Tuesday, March 17, 
10:30 – 11:30 am

Exploring the Past (Grades JK-6)
The past is full of hidden treasure! 
Discover the exciting truth of how we 
used to live. Join us to explore life in 
Pioneer days.  Please register.
Tuesday, March 17, 2:00 - 3:00 pm

Red Cross Babysitting Course 
(Preteens)

caregiving skills for youth 11 - 15 
years old. Participants learn how to 
provide care for children of all ages 
and how to prevent and respond to 
emergencies, including: managing 

business of babysitting. Presented 
by Emergency Health Services. 
Cost $60.00 cash on the day. Please 
register. Wednesday, March 18, 10:00 
am - 4:00 pm

Telling Tales (Grades JK-6)
If you love stories like we do, you’ll 
know how much fun it is to play with 
ideas in words and pictures. Join us to 
tell your tale! Today we’re authoring 
fractured fairytales!  Please register. 

Thursday, March 19, 11am-12 pm

Visit with a Veterinarian (All Ages)
Have you ever wondered what it’s 
like to be a veterinarian?  Meet Dr. 

Thursday, March 19, 2- 3:00 pm

Future Quest (Grades JK-6)
The countdown is on and the future 
awaits: 3, 2, 1, FUN! Our mission today 
is blasting off to space!  Please register. 
Friday, March 20, 10:30-11:30 am

Tuesday Book Club (Adults)
Discussing The Daughter by Jane 
Shemilt.  Please register. Tuesday, 
March 24, 1:30 - 2:30 pm

Thursday Book Club (Adults)
Discussing The Immortalists by Chloe 
Benjamin.  Please register.
Thursday, March 26, 6:30 - 7:30 pm

 

  

Check out the list of new books at the 
library on page 15.

Puslinch Branch, Wellington County Library
March  Events

Co m plete  P l u m b ing
S e r v i c e s

Kitchens   •   Bathrooms   •   Softeners

Ken Cobb 519-831-0422
email: ken-cobb@outlook.com

Licensed and Insured
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NATURALLY
SPEAKING

The Black Tupelo 
of Niagara
By Marion Robertson

Many thousands of years ago, glaciers 
carved out the Ontario landscape.  
Though most of us know gentle rolling 
hills to be glacial products, have you 
ever seen a slough forest?  

As glaciers advanced, they plowed the 
land in many ways.  Most common 
was the pushing of gigantic mounds of 
earth at the leading edge of a glacier – 
like a giant bulldozer.  But a much less 
common movement was a raking of 

out earth.

It was these parallel troughs we 
were looking for in our search for the 

the ancient black tupelo.  They inhabit 
the edges of these slough forests 
where there is a moist environment.  

It was reported that these tupelo 
were 400 – 500 years old and the 
last remnant of ancient forest.  We 
had investigated many locations only 

private property.

Last fall, we thought to investigate the 
Niagara area.  In the fall, the black 
tupelo has the most stunning foliage – 
a rosy red colored leaf easily viewed on 

Photo from Wikipedia

end of a long day of seed collection.  

Once I saw the leaf I excitedly told 
Rick that tupelo were there.

We literally couldn’t see the trees for 
the forest.  They towered well above 
the existing oaks and maples.   Only 
by stepping into a small clearing could 

beautiful in their ragged way.  

With age, as the tupelo break through 
the forest canopy, they are blasted 
by winds and storms and develop a 
broken, balding crown.  Their bark 
showed the unique ‘alligator’ pattern 
of   old,   chunky   bark   followed   by 
sections of smooth.

As I described the fruit, a purplish 
oblong berry,  Rick opens up his hand 
and  there  were  intact  seeds.    The 
next passage of time was a blur as 
we crawled on our hands and knees 
seeking out the seeds.  Many hikers 
strolled by giving us sympathetic looks 
assuming we had lost car keys or 
something valuable.

We collected till the light quality 
started to fail.  I couldn’t stop smiling 
all the way home.  Funny what makes 
people happy.

New books at 
the library
Fiction
East, Philippa  Little White Lies
Kellerman, Jonathan The Museum of
                                       Desire
Kidd, Jess  Things in Jars
King, Thomas  Obsidian
MacDonald, Andrew When We Were
                                      Vikings
McInnis, Sheri  Framed 
Pooley, Clare             The Authenticity 
                                       Project
Preston & Child  Crooked River
Robb, J.D.              Golden in Death
Rossiter, Nan  Promises of the   
                                       Heart

Non-Fiction
Start Here: A Parents Guide to Helping
Children and Teens through Mental Health 
Challenges by Pier Bryden

The Southern Comfort Food Diabetes 
Cookbook by Maya Feller

And Then We Grew Up: On Creativity, 
Potential and the imperfect art of Adulthood 
by Rachel Friedman

Willowdale: Yesterday’s Farms, Today’s 
Legacy by Scott Kennedy

Arguing with Zombies:  Economics, 
Politics and the Fight for a Better Future
 By Paul R. Krugman

Natural Living  Style: Inspirational 
Ideas for A Beautiful and Sustainable 
Home by Selina Lake

A Beginner’s Guide to Rag Quilting by 
Christine Mann

Where Cooking Begins: Uncomplicated 
Recipes to Make You a Great Cook By
Carla Lalli Music

For the Love of White: The White
and Neutral Home by Chrissie Rucker 

Navigating Life with Migraine and Other 
Headaches, by William B. Young

To learn more about library programs,  
visit www.wellington.ca/Library

HAY
NEIGHBOUR!

BUREAU
BROKER

abureau@trilliumwest.com
226.314.1600

    519.546.7083    

trilliumwest.com
@realty_bureau

/RealEstateBureau
Not intended to induce any party to breach buyer or seller agency agreements.

Modern Real Estate
Marketing and Sales: 
LOCAL PROFESSIONAL 
Call today for an update
on your Market Value!
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Cook’s Corner

By Barbara Paterson

After a friend gave me a large bag of 
dates, I found this coffee cake recipe.  
It is very moist and has a wonderful 

something I will make again.

Date Oatmeal Coffee Cake

Cake
1¼ cups pitted dates
1¼ cups water
1 cup white sugar
2 large eggs
2 tsp. vanilla
1 cup plain yoghurt or buttermilk
1/3 cup vegetable oil

1½ tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. baking soda

Topping
½ cup packed brown sugar
½ cup quick-cooking oatmeal

½ tsp. cinnamon
1 tbsp. melted butter or margarine
1 tbsp. water

1. In a saucepan, combine dates and 
water.  Bring the liquid to a boil; 
reduce the heat to medium and 
simmer uncovered for 5 to 8 min-
utes, stirring occasionally  Remove 
from heat.  Mash.  Let cool while 
you  prepare the topping and cake.

2. Make topping.  In a small bowl, stir 
together brown sugar, oatmeal, 

until crumbly.

3. In a large bowl beat sugar, eggs, 
vanilla, yoghurt and oil.  In anoth-

-
ing powder, cinnamon and baking 
soda. 

4. Pour the wet ingredients over the 
dry ingredients;  stir the mixture 
just until it is combined.  Pour it 
into a greased 9” springform pan.  
Dot the cooled date mixture on 
top.  Sprinkle with topping.

5. Place the pan in the centre of the 
oven and bake for  50 to 55 min-
utes or until a toothpick inserted 
in the centre comes out clean.  Let 
cool on a wire rack.

-
vour.

Slow Cooker Beef and 
Vegetable Stew

2 lbs. stewing beef trimmed of fat and 
cut into 1” cubes
3 cups peeled and cubed potatoes
2 cups chopped carrots
1½ cups chopped onions
2 cups no-salt-added tomato sauce
1 can (10 oz. 284 ml) reduced sodium 
beef broth, undiluted
1 tbsp. Dijon mustard
2 tsp. minced garlic
1 bay leaf
1¼ tsp. each dried marjoram and 
dried thyme
1 tsp. white sugar
½ tsp. each salt and pepper
1 tbsp. cornstarch
¼ cup minced fresh parsley

1. Combine all ingredients except  
cornstarch and parsley in a 3 quart 
or larger slow cooker.  Cover and 
simmer on low setting for 8 hours.

2. Combine cornstarch with an equal 
amount of water and stir until 
lump-free.  Add to stew and mix 
well.  Cook for 1 more hour  Stir in 
parsley just before serving.

Note:  If your slow cooker is very 
large, i.e. 5 or 6 quart, you may need 
to decrease the cooking time.

March Break
Adventure Day 
Camps
There are still spots available for March 
Break Adventure Day Camps at the 
following GRCA nature centres: Apps’ 
Mill (Brantford), Laurel Creek (Water-
loo) and Shade’s Mills (Cambridge). 
March Break camps at Guelph Lake 
Nature Centre are full. 

Camps run from March 11 to 15 and 
activities may include snowshoeing, 
snow sculptures, animal tracking, 

more. 

Activities are adjusted to the weather, 
but children go outside daily to explore 

the nature centres. 

themed activities, outdoor play and 

The day camps run from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Early drop-off and late pick-up 
options are available free of charge 
from 8:00 a.m., and up to 5 p.m. 

6 to 11. The Grand River Conservation 
Authority is a member of the Ontario 
Camp Association, representing camps 
parents can trust. 

Online registration is fast and easy at 
http://grandriver.eventbrite.ca. Visit 
www.grandriver.ca/naturecentres for 
details, or phone the nature centre to 
speak to staff. 

HERITAGE 
MATTERS

In February’s issue of the Pioneer, the 
Heritage Matters column  noted the 
number of “family farms” left in the 
Township.  

The author was referring to the 
number of farms owned by families 
who still farm full-time, but there are 
many more farmsteads still owned by 
the descendents of settlers to Puslinch, 
who have off-farm jobs to supplement 
their income. 
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March break 
activities
By Anne Day

As I researched all that was available 
over March Break, I was amazed at 
the different options  - from dance 
and pottery camps to Ace of Hoops 
Basketball camp and Ed Video camp, 
where kids learn how to make videos 
and all that this entails.

And then there’s the one-day program 
offered by Safety Tree for 9-12 years 
to teach them to be home alone. 
Safety and awareness are the common 
themes in this program. 

what today’s children are facing when 
home alone and the program is offered 
at several locations across Guelph. 

Safety Tree has also been offering 
programs during the teachers’ strike.
To learn more, go to www. 
safetytreecanada.com 

While the programs vary in terms 
of what is offered to your child, the 
price seems to be consistently around 
$200/week, although some programs 
allow for day registration rather than 
signing up for the week.

If you have more than one child, this 
can start to get costly.  The Guelph 

for its programs, so you may want to 
check their offerings. 

We’ve provided information on some 
of the programs, but to learn more 
about all that is available, we suggest 
you google March Break Guelph and 
you will be amazed too.

City of Guelph 
camps
Whether your camper seeks 
adventure, is an artist, or loves to stay 
active, they won’t be disappointed. 

City of Guelph camps offer rewarding 
experiences in a safe and fun 
environment.
 
Daily Discoveries (4 to 12 years)
Join us for the day or the entire 
week for games, crafts, sports, guest 
speakers and outdoor activities! 

your schedule. Ages 4-6, 7-9 and 10-
12 are separated for some activities 
like crafts and all ages are together 
for larger activities (swimming, group 
games).
West End Community Centre
$41.41 daily -  $192.14 weekly
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Code: 229207

Museum Camp (4 to 8 years)
Engage and explore at Museum Camp. 
Bring your curiosity and sense of 
wonder as we join museum educators 
for fun activities. 

Games, crafts, active outdoor time, 
and hands-on, in-depth exploration 
with the exhibits are all part of your 
week. Come join us as we discover, 
create and learn together.
Guelph Civic Museum
$192.14 weekly
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Code: 229209

Pottery Camp (7 to 17 years)
This half-day pottery camp will be led 
by pottery staff. Campers aged 7-12 
will be working strictly with hand 
building techniques, and the 13 to 
17 year old will be introduced to the 
wheel also, to create their own pieces. 
Please dress for a mess.

Guelph Community Pottery Centre, 
14 Edinburgh Road South
Ages 7 to 12 years
$132.15 weekly
9:30 a.m. to noon
Code: 231944
Ages 13 to 17 years
$132.15 weekly
1 to 3:30 p.m.
Code: 231945

Swim Camp (7 to 12 years)
Camp and swimming combined in one 
fun, active week. Every afternoon, 
we join in the public swim. When 
we aren’t in the pool, we are playing 
games, making crafts and having a 
blast. A great choice for kids who love 
to swim.
Victoria Road Recreation Centre
$192.14 weekly
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Code: 229208

Come for a day 
or for the whole 
week!
Royal Botanical Gardens’ Discovery 
Day Camps are about fun, education 
and respect set in one of the most 
biologically diverse natural areas in 
Canada. 

We provide hands-on, environmental-
based programs that suit the ages, 
needs and interests of our participants. 

These award-winning programs 
feature new activities and adventures 
every day through hikes, games, 
crafts, activities and daily explorations 

sanctuaries covering over 1,000 

Our goal is to introduce your child to a 
lifetime of respect and appreciation for 
the natural world that sustains us all.

March 16 - 20, 2020
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nature Interpretive 
Centre
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. RBG Centre
Drop off from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m., pick 
up from 4:00 to 4:30p.m.
Extended care available from 8:00 – 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Age Groups
NATURE INTERPRETIVE CENTRE 
4 to 5 year-olds – Animal Adventurers
6 to 7 year-olds – Tree Trekkers
8 to 9 year-olds – Eco-Explorers
10 to 13 year-olds – Trailblazers
RBG CENTRE
4 to 5 year-olds – Rescue Rangers
6 to 7 year-olds – Ecosystem All-Stars
Fees
By the day: $55 (Members: 5% off)
Full week: $260 (Members: 5% off)
Extended care: $10/day per child
To register, go to
h t t p s : / /www.even tb r i t e . c a /e /
march-break-discovery-day-camps-
registration-86700321997#
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Pest Control
Residential Specialists Since 1981
Cluster flies, ants, wasps & bees,
rats & mice, spiders, outdoor events,
seasonal pests & programs.www.drbug.ca

Dr. Bug

905-877-7014

Work all day and just don’t have the energy
and the time to deal with the House Work ?
Let us come and be your little Genies...

Susan  (519) 265-3272

House Cleaning Is A Wish Away
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Garden Club

Worth Digging 
Into

By Barbara Bulmer

Growing vegetables is like raising 
children; the soil environment, like 
the home environment, contributes to 
a healthy, secure start in life.  

And as with caring for children, so it is 
with the care and attention one must 
give to the garden to produce healthy, 
mature plants.

Maryann Hohenadel is convenor and 
instructor at the Puslinch Garden Club 
which has age categories equivalent 
to grades one to eight, divided into 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior 
groups.   The club has been active for 
nearly forty years.  Maryann has been 
at its helm for the past 15 years.

Maryann’s grandparents and parents 
were successful market gardeners and 
she carried on the tradition for sixteen 
years after she was married, so she 
knows a thing or two about growing, 
and marketing, vegetables.

Maryann prepares a kit for each young 
gardener. The kit outlines the subjects 
to be discussed at meetings, together 
with seeds and planting instructions. 

It also explains how to exhibit at the 
Fall Fair, how to make a scarecrow, 
and how to involve parents, essential 
for the Juniors and Intermediates who 
will need help with the initial digging 
of the garden plot.

Maryann does not advocate the use 
of chemical fertilizers or pesticides.  
Compost or well-rotted manure are 
best, and she teaches how to naturally 

Photo from Maryann Hohenadel

control pests as was done by farmers 
many years ago.

Garden plot size for Junior gardeners 
is 10 x 10 feet, and they will grow 
potatoes, onions, tomatoes, peppers, 

Intermediate and Senior garden plots 
increase in size to 10 x 16 feet and in 
addition to the above list for Juniors 
they will add carrots, beets and corn.

The young gardeners earn points for 
achievement throughout the growing 
season, including for exhibiting at the 
Puslinch Agricultural Society Fall Fair, 
and for helping to create a Garden Club 

wraps up with a banquet. 

Maryann says she is willing to help 
each gardener any way she can to 
ensure success for each member.  

She visits each garden twice during the 
growing season to monitor progress, 
give advice and provide the young 
gardener with a “report card”.

When asked what was her overall goal 
of the Garden Club,  Maryann said she 
hoped the participants would continue 
to garden, making it a life-long 
activity.  “It’s a wonderful experience 
to learn to plan, to grow, to harvest 
and to eat fresh vegetables straight 
from the garden.  The taste-difference 
of naturally-grown freshly-picked 
veggies will surprise you!”

In addition to the satisfaction of 
growing the vegetables you like, grown 
as they should be without chemicals, 
gardeners say that working with one’s 
hands in the soil leaves the mind free 
for thought and meditation.  

And in this age of fears and instability 
that may be a value greater than the 
material produced.  It also has the 
potential to add to family income, and 
it’s a skill upon which you can rely for 
a healthy diet.

Enrolment in this year’s Garden Club 
starts now and the program begins in 
the 2nd week of May.  Meetings are 
Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m. at 
4407 Victoria Rd. S.  Telephone: 519-
763-9849.

The Bahá’í Faith
Bahá’u’lláh sets forth a new principle for this day in the announcement 
that religion must be the cause of unity, harmony and agreement among 

mankind. If it is the cause of discord and hostility, if it leads to separation 
and creates conflict, the absence of religion would be preferable in the 

world.
Bahaisofpuslinch.ca

CUSTOM ELECTRICAL  
THAT FITS YOUR HOME

Contact Agentis Today  
226-203-0633

ECRA/ESA 7008597

FERRA FLOORING LTD.
AARON FERRACCIOLI, Sales Manager

322 York Road, Guelph, Ontario N1E 3G5
  (519) 821-1850   Fax (519) 821-3496
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HOURS:    Mon-Thurs  9-8  |  Friday 9-6  |  Saturday 9-5  |  Sunday 12-4  
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www.milburnautosales.com
 NO HIDDEN FEES -ALL Prices include 

admin fee, lic transfer and E-Test ( HST extra )

519-822-9949
follow
us on

facebook

219 Brock Rd., Guelph

Large inventory of  175  
Quality low km vehicles
Cars, Trucks, SUV’s, Vans 

Full Service Facility
Oil changes, Tune-ups, Tires, 
Alignments, A/C, Brakes etc...

Trusted & True
MILBURN’S
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Your Local Realtors Since 1987!
Your Happiness is our Reward!

Nancy Aikens
Sales Representative
nancyaikens@royallepage.ca
519.824.9950 Ext. 238

Crista Aikens
Sales Representative

christaaikens@royallepage.ca
519.824.9950 Ext. 238

What you need 
to know in the 
case of an
emergency
By Paul Spearman

Every second counts in an emergency.  
Please ensure each member of your 
household knows how to call 911 in the 

When calling 911 for any emergency 
within the Township of Puslinch, you 
must state 
• the full municipal address which 

would include Puslinch Township at 
the end of it. An example of this 
would be: 20 Lake Avenue, Puslinch 
Township.

• Know the street type you live on 
and state it clearly in the address.  
Examples of these are; Road, Line, 
Avenue and Crescent.

• Also, know the direction of the 
street if stated in the address.  An 
example of this would be 2184 Side 
Road 25 South.

• Determine the nearest crossroads 
that your address lies between on 
your road.

• By using the Puslinch Fire Hall at 
7404 Wellington Road 34, Puslinch 
Township as an example, it lies be-
tween Brock Road South and Con-
cession Road 7.

• When calling 911, the operator will 
ask you what emergency service 
you require, Police, Fire, or EMS 
(Ambulance).

• Be prepared to describe the na-
ture of your emergency and ask for 
what service you require.  

• If you live within the area of the 
township that the Cambridge Fire 
Department is contracted to re-

Cambridge Fire Department.
This will save time transferring your 
call between dispatching centres.  The 
Cambridge Fire Department is contract-
ed to respond to emergencies on the 
West side of Puslinch Township. 
This response area includes all proper-
ties in the Township of Puslinch that are 
south of the 401; North of Gore Road; 
East of Townline Road and West of Side 
Road 10 South. 
Following the above instructions will 
help to ensure a quick response to your 
home in case of an emergency.
If you have any questions about this or 
any safety related topic, please  email 
Paul at pspearman@puslinch.ca or call 
519-763-1226 Ext 304.

Managing trees 
workshop
The Grand River Conservation Authority 
is hosting a Managing Trees Workshop 
in Cambridge on March 7.

The workshop will answer questions 
landowners may have about trees and 
help develop skills and strategies to 
maintain and improve their trees. 

This free, day-long event is geared to-
ward rural landowners with properties 
larger than 2.5 acres. A broad range 
of topics will cover planting, pruning, 
common tree diseases, invasive spe-
cies, hazard trees, forest health, grant 
opportunities and supporting wildlife 
habitat.

The workshop will take place on Satur-
day, March 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

Clyde Road, Cambridge) and includes a 
walk though a hardwood forest, weath-
er permitting. 

Landowners with properties greater 
-

ing for tree planting or wetland creation 
projects. Priority is given to areas di-
rectly adjacent to watercourses. 
Participation is free and lunch is includ-
ed.
To register visit http://managing-
trees2020.eventbrite.ca, email rural-
water@grandriver.ca, or call 519-621-
2763 x 2278. 

CHAMBERLAIN
Plumbing & Mechanical

519-212-2129

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Paul Embro
Senior Associate

pembro@ipcc.org

Stacie Giovinazzo
Associate

sgiovinazzo@ipcc.org

519.763.2197

Wealth Creation
Wealth Preservation

Wealth Legacy

12 DEER VIEW RIDGE, R.R.#3, GUELPH
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Renovations
Additions  •    Decks    •    Sheds

Ken Cobb 519-831-0422
email: ken-cobb@outlook.com

Landscaping and Property Management

Free Estimates - Reasonable Rates - Guaranteed Workmanship

www.southgateanimalhospital.ca

361 Southgate Drive, Guelph

Dr. Barb Deter and sta  o er
veterinary medical, dental and 
surgical care with personal service in 
this pet friendly facility.

519 822 9600

THE
  COUNTERTOP

DEPOT
  Laminate * Corian * Solid Wood

* Quartz * Granite
1007 York Road, Guelph, ON.      Tele: 519-823-8291 

www.countertop-depot.com

COUNTERTOP

VALENSBRAE
S H E E P  F A R M

Whole or Half Lambs
Frozen Lamb Cuts

PUSLINCH | 905-659-7253 | dtedstark@gmail.com

Property Maintenance

Backhoe - Loader Services
Ideal for small areas

Custom Digging - Trenching - Augering
Landscaping - Retaining Walls - Fencing

Mike (519) 831-1808 
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Mill Creek 
Rangers kept 
working despite 
the spill
By Dave Rodgers

The most memorable part for me was 
the time spent in the creek knowing 
that together we are doing meaning-
ful work and making a difference. To 
have an opportunity like the Mill Creek 
Stewardship Rangers which incor-
porates not only hard work but also 
education and community involve-
ment has been a blessing.”  Emily Silk 
- 2019 Mill Creek Ranger

In 2019, the Friends of Mill Creek 
(FOMC) again put out a Ranger crew 
to maintain and improve Puslinch’s 
principal cold water stream and pro-
vide a home for trout, dace and other 
cold-water species. 

Mill Creek is a groundwater-fed stream 
which arises in the eastern uplands of 
the Township and winds for more than 
30km to its junction with the Grand 
River in Cambridge. 

Due to ongoing cleanup and remedia-
tion efforts following a fuel spill at the 
junction of  Highways 6 and 401 ad-
jacent to Mill Creek, the Rangers’ in-
stream work was restricted to areas 
above the spill. 

This year’s crew consisted of four high 
school students: Emily Silk of Puslinch, 
Lindsay Worden of Guelph, Avery 
Jenks of Elora and Adam Walmsley of 
Guelph, with university student Ben 
Carbell of Dundas returning as the 
crew leader. Robert Messier and Crys-
tal Allan of the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority (GRCA) provided super-
vision and technical guidance.

After the GRCA’s initial Health and 
Safety Orientation and First Aid aware-
ness training, the Rangers donned 
their waders and set to work on the 
section of Mill Creek and its tributar-
ies between the Hanlon and Brock 

roads. Stream rehabilitation starts 
with a visual assessment to determine 
potential problem areas where there 
are indications of unnatural processes 
such as disproportionate silt buildup, 
excessive bank erosion and steam 
fragmentation. 

The Rangers then removed wood and 
other debris blocking the stream and 

the stream to a more natural channel.  

At Shade’s Mills Conservation Area, 
the Rangers crew re-mulched ap-
proximately 340 metres of streamside 
trails. Fresh mulch provides both high-
er water retention and an insulated 
layer that moderates temperature of 
the earth underneath. It also makes 
walking easier and reduces off trail 
degradation. 

The crew also planted 35 native trees 
(White Cedar, Tamarack, White Birch, 
and Silver Maple) along a stretch of 
Mill Creek, where the bankside veg-

-
ceptible to erosion. The trees were 
donated by Wellington County’s Brad 
Whitcombe Green Legacy Tree Nurs-
ery and the Rangers then returned the 
favour by working in the nursery the 
following day.

Educational and enrichment activities 
started with a streamside lecture on 
the history and characteristics of Mill 
Creek by Jack Imhof of Trout Unlim-
ited Canada. 

The Rangers then visited Dufferin Ag-
gregates “Mill Creek Pit” in Puslinch 
where Ron Van Ooteghem provided 
a tour and overview of the regulato-
ry and technical workings associated 
with running an active mining opera-
tion. 

The Dufferin visit was followed by a 
trip to a retired CMB pit where Steve 
May explained that CBM integrated a 
trout aquaculture operation to the pit 
rehabilitation as the nutrients added 

growth and  facilitate restoration. 

In only 12 years, the controlled re-
lease of nutrients combined with 
bankside tree planting and aquatic 
plant seeding allowed the pond to self-
regulate to the extent that the reme-
diated pond shows little evidence of 
past activity. The Ranger Program also 
included trips to the University 

Photo from GRCA

of Guelph’s Hagen Aqua Labs and the 
Nestlé Water Plant. 

At the end of the summer, the Rang-

in which a weak direct electric current 
is used to attract and temporarily im-

steam. 

The Rangers then worked to sample a 
fetch of Mill Creek running through the 
Puslinch Community Centre. They col-

-
er, creek chub, rainbow darter, west-
ern blacknose dace and brown trout, 
the largest of which was 26.5 cm long. 

Planning for next year’s program for 
Mill Creek is already underway. Appli-
cations for 2020 positions for Rangers 
and Crew leader will soon be posted 
on the GRCA and FOMC websites.

“The Friends of Mill Creek is a vol-
unteer, community-based organiza-
tion with the mission of maintaining 
and enhancing Mill Creek as a cold-
water stream.” We welcome anyone 
who shares our passion for protecting 
this precious resource and helping to 
transferring our passion to the next 
generation. 

The Ranger program is supported 
through generous donations of funds, 
time, gear and access from local com-
munity members, businesses, land-
owners and organizations. 

The FOMC acknowledges and thanks 
our partners who contribute their 
time, money, expertise and equipment 
to help us achieve our goals. For more 
information and to add your support 
please visit our website http://www.
friendsofmillcreek.org/.
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2 Companies 
1 Great Team!

Bookkeeping & Accounting Inc. 

Bernard Newman
(905) 335-0081
Info@sjbbookkeeping.com

Dino Comegna, CFP, FMA
(519) 804-9322
Dino@greenridgegroup.ca

michael.chong@parl.gc.ca                     866- 878 5556         www.michaelchong.ca
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CREATIVITY
UNLIMITED

Kick the winter 
blues with 
summer knits 
By Genny Ribalko

With the winter in full swing. It’s easy 
to feel like the snow will be here for 
months and the cold temperatures will 
hang around. 

It’s also the perfect time to start 
thinking and planning for those 
summer projects. Many often think 
that knitting is mostly for fall and 
winter knits. But, in fact, there are 
many beautiful knit garments for 
spring and summer. 

Search “summer knits” on Ravelry 
and a cavalcade of patterns will come 
up in the search. Shawls, tank tops, 
dresses and skirts to name just a few. 
Last summer I made some beautiful 
pieces. 

I made a cotton tank top for myself, 

and I have to say it got lots of wear, 
especially in the warm, summer days. 
Summer girls’ dresses and kids tops 
made from cotton, bamboo, or a 

and comfortable pieces. 

For my daughter I made several 
beautiful dresses that she loves to 
wear. They’re light and keep her cool 
but can easily be layered in colder 
months. 

Many brands make beautiful, bright 
and colourful mercerized cotton yarn 
easily available at Lens Mills, Michaels, 

or boutiques such as All Strung out 
in Guelph or Galt House of Yarn in 
Cambridge. 

It’s the perfect way to kick those 
winter blues and add some colour as 
we eagerly await the arrival of warmer 
days and plenty of sun! 

for these projects opting to work with 
3mm to 3.75mm on the largest scale. 

a very pleasant consistency to the 

So, while we wait for the cold weather 
to pass, pick up some brightly coloured 
yarn and start on a spring/summer 
project to kick to winter blues. 
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HALF BAKED

Still using an 
alarm clock?                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                    
By Merri Macartney

Like most, for many years I set an 
alarm clock when heading off to bed. 
With an hour commute, it was neces-
sary to get on the road on time and 
sleeping-in was a recipe for disaster. 

Perhaps you were one of the fortu-
nate ones who never needed an alarm 
clock. You simply woke up when you 
were done sleeping, probably with a 
ready smile on your lips. 

Not so for many. It has been said 

thing Monday morning when people 
were startled into waking, to head to 
jobs they didn’t like, with people they 
didn’t like.

I loved my job – a high school teacher 
– and I liked the people I worked with. 
However, I did not like the alarm clock.

Retirement means no alarm clocks. No 
need to set it on a regular basis; only 
need to set it when necessary. Maybe 
to get up early to catch a plane. Or 
perhaps you are going to visit friends 
with whom you’ll share all manner of 
fun.

For that I have no issue. I am known 
for being a morning person – actu-
ally I am an anytime person if there 
is something exciting going on. I sure 
don’t want to miss out. 

It was always easy for me to be up-
and-at-it pre-dawn when my hubby 
and I were hauling anchor to sail to 
new shores.

But lately I am having not so cheer-
ful morning awakenings. I have a new 
alarm clock. It came about rather sub-
tly so I am not really sure how it all 
started. Now it has become extremely 
annoying…especially at 4:00 am. I 
have tried many times to reset it, but 
I am having no success at all.

I did not know that cats could tell 
time. Did you?  Mine does. He knows 
when it is 4:00 am within a minute or 
two.   And  he  doesn’t  wear a watch.  

photo from Unsplash

He began by tapping on the electri-
cal cords that run down from the tv 
that hangs on the wall. He would tap, 
tap, tap like he was sending out Morse 
Code that said, “I’m awake now! Feed 
me! I’m bored!.” 

So, I did what any sane person would 
do. I bought that green painters’ tape 
that peels off walls without removing 
the paint. It looks like green snakes 
slithering down my wall. Seems to 
work but totally messes with any 
sense of décor I was trying to set for 
myself.

You probably know that cats are 
smart. Deciding that the green tape 
takes those cords out of commission, 
he turned his attention to the coil of 
cable that was snuggly hidden – or so 
I thought – under the cedar chest.

If you can imagine, he stretches his 
paw through the opening under the 
chest and pulls out the coil.Green tape 
to the rescue.

Did I say that many months ago, he 
chewed through the electrical cord of 
my bedside lamp? Wonder he wasn’t 
electrocuted! More green tape for the 
new lamps.

But he is always one step ahead of 
me. I hadn’t “cat proofed” the whole 
room. Very early the other morning 
(you know it was around 4:00 am 

of my dressers with my jewelry box 
teetering on the edge. I was thankful I 
woke up in time.

But not really thankful, if you know 
what I mean.  Got any ideas on how 
to reset a ‘cat alarm’?

Merri Macartney is a speaker, author, and 
coach  www.merrimacartney.com
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Another project.

Tell us about your project! 
Call us at 519.620.2299 
or get some ideas at our website: 
www.slotegraafconstruction.com

ASK THE EXPERT

A Spring Patio 
Planter

By Elizabeth Steggles

Question: In early spring I am anx-

front door. Can you give me some 
ideas please? 

Here’s an idea for about the time of the 
thaw and before the garden has woken 
from its winter sleep. It takes advan-
tage of plants that will survive the odd 
frost.  

• Choose a container that has drain-
age holes and is at least 14” high 
and wide. 

• It must be clean and preferably 
sterilized with a 10 percent bleach 
solution and then thoroughly 
rinsed.

•
good quality potting medium such 
as Miracle Gro Potting Mix, it is 
wise to cover the drainage holes 
with something that allows water 
to drain without washing away the 
potting medium e.g. ceramic piec-
es or wire mesh.  

• After planting, the medium should 
be about 1” below the top of the 
container to allow for watering. 

All the plants suggested prefer rich, 
consistently moist, well drained, sun to 
part shade conditions.  

All will grow in this zone 5 location and 
can withstand some frost but it is wise 
to harden off any that have come from 
a garden centre. 

There is a mix of perennial, annual, 
herbaceous and shrub plants with a 
variety of textures and heights. The co-
lours suggested are analogous, warm 
shades of red, yellow and orange. 

The plants suggested are:

Cornus sericea ‘Cardinal’ Red twig 
dogwood is grown in many gardens 
so, if you don’t have any, ask a friend 
or neighbour if you may cut some 3 - 4’ 

twigs that are bright red in colour.  

Push these into the middle of the con-
tainer to provide height. An added bo-
nus is that they will almost certainly 
take root and provide you with a new 
shrub that will look stunning all winter 
against white snow. 

Salix discolor Pussy willow.  An-

is pussy willow that may be cut when 
it has its familiar furry male catkins.  
They are also often available at farm-

Cut these slightly shorter than the 

dogwood and place them around it. 
The texture and silver/grey colour of 
the male catkins will enhance the red 
of the dogwood and provide a foil for 
the other, more colourful plants. 

Narcissus, Daffodil.  Daffodils pro-
vide the “thriller” of this arrangement.  
Bulbs can be forced at home over the 
winter but easily purchased in a pot 
from a garden centre just before they 

Plant the daffodils around the twigs at 
the same height they were in the pots. 

Viola × wittrockiana, Pansies are 
treated as annuals in zone 5 and are 
cheap to buy.  For analogous warm 
colours, use shades of yellow and or-
ange.

design.

Vinca minor Common Periwinkle
is evergreen in zone 4 – 8.  It is plen-
tiful in many gardens so dig up a few 
clumps to provide the “spiller” that 
softens the edge of your pot.  

It is, however, invasive in Southern 
Ontario so destroy the plant after use. 

As the container is only supposed 
to last a few weeks, maintenance is 
minimal.  I hope you enjoy the early 
spring colour. 
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Pasta dinner  
big success

By Celia Clark

The Rotary Club of Guelph South’s 
18th Annual Pasta Dinner was another 
resounding success. 

This fun evening has become 
something of a tradition for many 
of the attendees and more than 200 
people showed up in spite of the bitter 
cold on Valentine’s Day.

The food was delicious, the silent 
auction items were many and varied, 
the results of the 50/50 draw were 
eagerly awaited and everyone enjoyed 
Peter Bauman’s accordion playing. 

One unusual tradition at this event 
is that every child receives a free 

prize. The room was buzzing with 
lively conversation and as friends 
reconnected and enjoyed the convivial 
atmosphere.

Recently elected Town Councillor 
for Puslinch, Sara Bailey, and her 
daughter Bronte de Vries eloquently 
shared their experiences with Sunrise 
Therapeutic Riding and Learning 

money raised).

up and helped us raise approximately 

Sunrise and other Rotary-supported 
projects.

Email celia@digitalfrog.com if you 

Rotary Club of Guelph South, Sunrise 
Therapeutic Riding and Learning 

the 19th Annual Pasta Dinner next 
February.   

 

Religious Services
ARKELL UNITED CHURCH
“The Little Church with the BIG Heart”

(519) 821-7623

Rev. Deborah Deavu
• 9:00-10:00 am Fellowship, coffee.
10:00-11:15 am Church service 
followed by fellowship, coffee, juice, 

BAHA’I FAITH
• Conversations - once a month on 

and discuss a short passage from the 
Baha’i sacred writings on a chosen 

to join us.  Please call (519) 767-
3135 for driving directions.  www.
bahaisofpuslinch.ca. 
• Join us also in our study of: 

course  on  the spiritual  nature of the 
human being. Call (519) 767-3135.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(519) 824-1161
www. calvaryguelph.com 

• Sunday worship:  English 9:45 am
Chinese 11:30 am

program held during main services.

programs - please go to church 
website for more information.
• Adult Bible Study: Thursdays 10:00 
am.

CROSS ROADS BIC CHURCH

Peacefully. Compassionately. Together.

Ph. 519-658-9746
https://www.crossroadsbic.ca for 
Small Group information and more!

nursery care and children’s programs 
available. 

DUFF’S PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

(519) 763-1163
Minister: Rev. Jane Swatridge
www.duffschurch.ca

• Sunday Services:

Program, 
11:30 am Coffee Hour
Choir Practice Thursday 7pm. 

EBENEZER UNITED CHURCH 

(905) 854-2423

Minister: Carolin MacMillan
Music Director: John Zadro

FREELTON UNITED CHURCH
155 Freelton Rd. at Douglas Street. 
(905) 659-3380
www.
freeltonandstrabaneunitedchurch.org

School at 9:30 am.

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
CRIEFF
7156 Concession 1, Puslinch
(519) 824-8757

MOUNT CARMEL-ZION UNITED 
CHURCH 

Victoria Streets
Minister:  Rev. Margaret Ruggles
(519) 822-8610

Email: morristonunitedchurch@gmail.
com

Choir Practice 9:30 am 
• Sunday, March 1st, First Sunday of 
Lent

Mission 
Monthly donations to Chalmers 
Community Services Centre for the 
month of March  is canned vegetables 

toilet tissue are always needed, and all 
donations are appreciated. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
79 Freelton Road 
(905) 659-3305
Father Edward Mahony
Masses as follows:
• Saturday: 5:00 pm
• Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY GUELPH 
CITADEL
“A Place of Christian Worship & Service”
1320 Gordon St.
(519) 836-9360
www.guelphsa.ca
Majors Peter and Lee-Ann van Duinen
• Worship Service: Sunday 11:00 am
• Sunday School: 11:30 am (Age 2 to 
Grade 6)
• 55 Club, 12 noon:    2nd Wednesday 
of each month
• Jr. and Sr. Youth: Events as scheduled.
Please check the website for all 
upcoming events.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
REFORM MOVEMENT CHURCH
We welcome you!
3997 HWY 6, Puslinch ON, N0B 2J0
(905) 659-1229
email: dorin_sdarm@yahoo.com
www.sdarm.ca
Elder: Paul Gavric
Pastor: Dorin Burca

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH
520 Ellis Rd. (beside Hespeler Arena, 
west of Townline Rd.)
Hespeler - Cambridge
Rector Rev. Canon Linda Nixon
• Sunday Services
8:30 am Holy Eucharist - Traditional
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 1st, 2nd, 4th 
and  5th  Sundays
Morning Prayer 3rd Sunday
Sunday School & Nursery at 10 am 
Service.

STRABANE UNITED CHURCH 
1565 Brock Road, (Brock Rd & 8th 
Concession West) 

Community Events 
No Charge under 50 words

there will be a charge of $25.

AFTERNOON OUT
Wednesday, March 11th and 25th at 
2pm.  Arkell United Church, 600 Arkell 
Road, Arkell. Cards, Sweets and More. 
Contact Ross at 519-822-6063.

ANNUAL IRISH STEW DINNER
Saturday, March 14th – Come and 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a 
delicious home cooked IRISH STEW!  
Held at Freelton United Church, 155 
Freelton Rd. at Douglas St. in Freelton. 
2 sittings;  5:00 pm. or 6:30 pm. 
Adults $18, children under 12 yrs. $6.  
For tickets, call 905-659-3033.

BADENOCH MUSIC NIGHTS 
First Friday of each month, March 6th 
at the Badenoch Community Centre, 
4217 Watson Rd S. Puslinch. 

BIBLE STUDY
In depth Bible Study led by Rev. 
Bob LaChance, 519-721-3422.                           
Continuing the study of the Book of 
Romans. Phone Lynn Lodge, 519-
822-4809 for location. Wednesdays  
March 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th, 
starting with refreshments at 9:30am                           
followed by Devotions at 10:00am, 
then Bible Study until 11:30am. 
                          
BIBLE STUDY
Every Monday at 11am at Ebenezer 
United Church,12274 Guelph Line (just 
north of Brookville). For anyone who 
wants to study the Bible, whether you 
are familiar with it or not. All Welcome! 
For inquiries please Contact Carolin 
MacMillan at carolin.macmillan@gmail.
com.

BOOK CLUB 
Wednesday, March 18th  7.00-8.30pm 
at Ebenezer United Church, 12274 
Guelph Line, just north of Brookville. 
Reading for Enjoyment – All Welcome! 
For more information send email to 
carolin.macmillan@gmail.com.

BRIDGE SOCIAL 
Wednesday, March 11th and 25th, 
12.30pm at Ebenezer United Church, 
12274 Guelph Line, just north of 
Brookville. Friendly Bridge games every 
other Wednesdays in our hospitality 
room. For more information call church 

CHILI DINNER
Friday, March 27th, sittings 5pm and 
6pm. Adults $15, Children 5-12 yrs, $7, 
under 5, free. Phone 519-821-7623 for 
tickets or pay at the door. Followed at 
7-9pm by Musical Hootenanny. Sign up 
for your time in the spotlight or just sit 
and enjoy. Arkell United Church, 600 
Arkell Rd. Arkell.

COMMUNITY MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, March 7th from 8 to 9 am at 
Ebenezer United Church, 12274 Guelph 
Line just north of Brookville. Come and 
meet other men in our community. 
Info: MaryLou at 519-853-4399. 

DUFF’S LUNCH & LEARN
Wednesday March 11th at 11am, meet 
Charlie Barnes triathlete who started 
running after retirement.  He’s raised 
over $100,000 for juvenile diabetes. 
Followed by soup lunch.  Contact Karen 
if you have questions 519-820-8114 or 
karenharding349@outlook.com.

DUFF’S MOVIE AFTERNOON
Wednesday, March 25th at 1:30pm
“Resurrection” based on a story by Max 
Lucado.

FITNESS CLASS  
Puslinch Fitness, join us on Monday 
nights at Duff’s church at 7:30pm. 

for an hour of fun and sweat. Lead 

includes a variety of programs.  First 
class is free, $5/class.  Please bring 
your own equipment if possible, 
extras are available. Contact Sarah at 
smainguy@nsenvironmental.com or 
Karen at karenharding349@outlook.
com.

FREE EXERCISE CLASSES FOR 
55+
Every Tuesday and Thursday from 
9:30 - 10:30am at Duff’s Church.  
The Victoria Order of Nurses offers a 
free exercise class for individuals 55+ 
who want to maintain their health and 
independence.  The class focuses on 

and strength. 

FREE COMMUNITY EXERCISE 
AND FALLS PREVENTION 
CLASSES 55+
Every Monday and Thursday from 
9.15-11.30am at Ebenezer United 
Church, 12274 Guelph Line (just north 
of Brookville) (By Lifemark Health 
Health Group). 905-854-2423.
   
FREELTON WHEEL OF FITNESS 
Freelton Wheel of Fitness now on 
Mondays and Thursdays 10 am to 
11 am at Freelton United Church, 155 
Freelton Road, Freelton. Sponsored 
by STEPS Company, Flamborough 
Information & Community Services. 
Free ongoing event.  

GUELPH HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY
Canada Blooms/National Home Show 
Bus Trip  Friday, March 13th.  Please 
visit www.guelphhort.org for details 
and registration information. 

GUELPH HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY
Annual Potluck and Society Awards 
Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30pm. 
Dublin Street United Church, 68 Suffolk 
Street West, Guelph.  Guest Speaker: 
Trish Symons - Magical Moments in the 
Garden.  New members are welcome.
www.guelphhort.org.

PICKLEBALL
Every Monday (except statutory 
holidays), Wednesdays and Thurdays, 
1:30-3:30pm, Optimist Recreation 
Centre (gym) Brock Rd., $2.00 per 
session.  Everyone welcome.  Further 
information: June 519-763-0309 or 
Lois 519-831-4052.

SENIORS’  LUNCH 
Tuesday, March 17th at noon at Arkell 
United Church, 600 Arkell Road, Arkell. 
An afternoon of food, music, cards and 
fellowship. Wear green for St. Patrick’s 
Day. Contact the church at 519-821-
7623.
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SENIORS’ POTLUCK LUNCH 
Wednesday, April 1st at 11:30 am.  
at the Community Centre in Aberfoyle. 
Sponsored by Mount Carmel-
Zion United Church. Reservations 
appreciated. Please call @ Mary Beth 
Sutton 519-822-6211 or email janetc@
sentex.net — Everyone Welcome. 
Bring a friend.  Entertainment to be 
determined. 
 
SENIORS’ SOUP AND 
SANDWICH LUNCH
Tuesday, March 24th at noon sharp 
at Ebenezer United Church, 12274 
Guelph Line just north of Brookville. 
Come for a bowl or 2 of tasty home 
made soup, sandwiches, cards and 
games. For more info please leave 
message 905-854-2423.

SQUARE DANCING ALL AGES
For both experienced dancers and 
beginners at Duff’s Church on 
Saturday, March 14th and April 
18th.    Cost is $10/person.  Lessons 
offered 7-7:30pm, Dance 7:30-10pm 
and Potluck Lunch 10pm.  Caller is Bill 
Hands and he is fantastic.  For more 
information contact sullivanpgs@
gmail.com. 

SUNRISE LESSON VOLUNTEERS 
Lead a horse or sidewalk (alongside 
horse and rider) in group lessons taught 

evening and Saturday volunteers 
needed.  1.5 hours per week.   Must 
be 15+, training provided.  Volunteer 
Application Forms are available at  
www.sunrise-therapeutic.ca or contact 
Fiona at 519-837-0558 x35.  Call now 
to register for our next training clinic. 

SUNRISE LIFE SKILLS DAY 
PROGRAM
Limited spaces now available in 
Sunrise’s ongoing day program for 
adults with disabilities.  Clients attend 
1+ days a week, and participate in 
horse care, horticulture and a wide 
range of social and seasonal activities.  
Potential participants are welcome 
to join us for a day to check it out!    
www.sunrise-therapeutic.ca or 519-
763-5517. 
 
SUNRISE LIT PROGRAM
Applications are now being accepted 
for Sunrise’s Summer Leader-in-
Training Program for teens age 13-16.  
Gain valuable leadership and volunteer 
experience in a fun, supportive 
environment.  2-week sessions are 
available in July and August (with pre-
camp training in June).  www.sunrise-
therapeutic.ca or call 519-837-0558 
x23.

SUNRISE “LITTLE BREECHES” 
CLUB
Fun, safe introduction to horses for 
ages 4-7, with or without special 
needs.  $130 for a set of 5 visits:  April 
4th, 18th, 25th, Sunday May 3rd 
(riding day!) and May 9th.  Choice 
of 9:30-11:30am or 12:30-2:30am.  
ON-LINE REGISTRATION OPENS 
FEBRUARY 21th.   www.sunrise-
therapeutic.ca or 519-837-0558 x23. 
  
TECH TUESDAY FOR SENIORS
At Strabane United Church, 1565 
Brock Road, Strabane.  Join us 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 2:00 
pm. and enjoy some fellowship, learn 
how to navigate new technologies 
and devices (iPads, Tablets, Laptops, 
Cell phones) and have access to the 
internet.

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
Br. 272

(Hespeler) the Legion Ladies Auxiliary 
are hosting Friday Night Dinners 
March 6th, 20th and 27th. All 
dinners are $15.00 and include 
potatoes, vegetables and salad, tea & 
coffee and desserts.

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
Br. 234
57 Watson Parkway S, Guelph is 
hosting Sunday, March 15th  - Roast 
Beef dinner cost $18 pp. Doors open 
at 3:30pm and dinner will be served 
at 5pm. Tickets are available during 
business hours in the Lounge Bar or 
the day of the dinner. 

YOUTH DROP-IN NIGHT
Friday, March 6th and 20th 7-9 p.m 
at Ebenezer United Church, 12274 
Guelph Line (Just north of Brookville) 
All youth Grade 7 and up are welcome 
for an evening of food, fun and games 
and just to hang-out.  905-854-2423.

Community
Announcements
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS 
OF GUELPH 
Learn to be a kid again! Volunteer 
mentors needed for local children. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph has 

time commitment. Have a one-to-one 
friendship or assist with a group of 
children on the waiting list.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph at 
(519) 824-5154, email info@bbbsg.ca 
or visit us online at www.bbbsg.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR ARKELL 
UNITED CHURCH 
Contact Melanie Hardie at (519) 823-
3390 or email melabj@rogers.com. 

BOOKING AGENT FOR THE 
BADENOCH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
Inquiries call  519-822-5232.

BOOKING AGENT FOR DUFF’S 
CHURCH
Contact Jules Ganning at 226-821-
2002 or email duffschurchrental@
gmail.com.

BOOKING AGENT FOR 
EBENEZER UNITED CHURCH 
Contact David Wheeler (416) 569-
4834 or david@wheelerburns.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR 
FREELTON UNITED CHURCH
Contact Ray McConachie at 905-659-
3033 or email rayjo1819@hotmail.ca

BOOKING AGENT FOR THE 
OPTIMIST RECREATION 
CENTRE AND PUSLINCH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Call (519) 763-1226 or email rentals@
puslinch.ca

CROWN CEMETERY PUSLINCH 
Crown Cemetery Puslinch is located 
north of Morriston at Brock Road 
and Highway 401. It is a non-

volunteer board of managers and a 
secretary/treasurer.  We welcome all 
denominations for burials. For more 
information please visit our website 
at www.crowncemetery.ca or contact 
Darlene Harrietha at (519) 822-0874 
or email darleneharrietha@gmail.com.

DUFF’S PARISH NURSE 
Reaching out to all of the community 
of Puslinch through shared faith and 
caring to promote healing of body, 
mind and spirit. Don’t understand what 
your doctor tells you? Have questions 
about medications or preparing for 
surgery or tests? Or maybe you just 
need someone to talk to about a 
stressful situation.

If you have questions please call 
Karen Harding Reg. Nurse at (519) 
763-1163 (church) or to contact by 
text, email or calling 519-820-8114 or 
karenharding349@outlook.com.  

THE FRIENDS OF MILL CREEK 
Meet at the Puslinch Community 
Centre at 3:30 pm. on the third 
Wednesday of every month (except 
August).  We encourage anyone who 
can spare a few hours, and shares our 
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  NOTARY PUBLIC
(Retired Lawyer)

 Joe   519 823-2578

Advertising Rates: Contact Dianne Churcher (519) 763-6564 or advertising@puslinchpioneer.ca.

HEAVY TRUCK & PASSENGER & LIGHT
FARM TIRES TRUCK TIRES
SALES & SERVICE 

Nicholas Beaver Road 519 763-7630

Diamond Detailing
Professional Automotive Cleaning & Detailing

Guelph & Area     519-824-3915 
 Email: diamonddetailing09@gmail.com

                               Sue Gray
                                                Independent Sales Consultant
                                           www.susangray.norwex.biz

                                            519-829-4008

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

ABERFOYLE TRUCK 
Lube & Alignment 

7 Tawse Place, Guelph
519 836-3700

PHIPPS PHOTO MANAGEMENT
Maria Phipps, MLIS

www.phippsphotomanagement.com
Guelph, Puslinch & Area

 416-317-3713     maria.phipps@icloud.com

passion for protecting this precious 
resource for future generations and in 
helping to develop the next generation 
of conservationists to attend and join 
us. For more information please visit 
the Friends of Mill Creek website 
http://www.friendsofmillcreek.org.

THE MILL CREEK 
SUBWATERSHED
COMMUNITY LIAISON TEAM  
Holds its monthly meetings the 
second last Thursday of each month 
at 1:00 PM at the Community Centre 
in Aberfoyle. The public is invited.

OPTIMIST CLUB OF PUSLINCH
Is one of the most active clubs in the 
township. Our focus is youth. We meet 
on the 2nd (general meeting) and 4th 
(dinner meeting) Tuesday of each 
month.

If  you  wish  to  become  a  member,
please call our secretary, Doug 
Hoogendoor 519-240-8825, or 
Ken Williams 519-763-0309 or any 
Optimist member.

OPP. 
If you have a concern about a police 
matter, please phone 1-888-310-1122 

PARENT-CHILD PLACE 
Is a free drop-in program for parents 
and caregivers with children birth to 
6 years. The program runs Tuesday 
mornings at the Puslinch Community 

Centre from 9:30-11:30 and includes 
free play, snack, art activities and circle 
time.

If school buses are cancelled due to 
inclement weather the community 
centre is also closed and the program 
doesn’t run. The program runs 
September to June and does not run in 
July and August.

PUSLINCH  FIDDLE  GROUP 
Meets  the   3rd   Sunday of  each   month  
(except July, August and December) at 
Duff’s Church, Nanson Hall, from 1 - 4 

guitar, etc. and join in some good old 

please call Paul McDonald (519)763-
9764. Please remember the theme is 
“OLD TIME COUNTRY FIDDLE.” 

PUSLINCH  LOAN  CUPBOARD 
HOME  HEALTH  CARE  
EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
is located in Duff’s Presbyterian 
Church. 

For assistance call: 

Gary Will           (519) 763-3958
Fred Law                    (519) 767-2462
Dianne Hersey            (519) 824-6304
Carolyn Vandenheuvel (226) 962-1173

THE ROTARY CLUB OF GUELPH 
SOUTH
Meets every Thursday for breakfast 

Country Club, 2054 Gordon Street, 

Guelph at 7:30 am. Check out www.
rotary7080.org/guelphsouth for more 
information.  Contact Celia Clark for 
membership inquiries: (519-766-
1097)

METAL RECYCLING BIN – 
SUNRISE FARM (6920 Conc. 1, 
Puslinch)
Drop off ‘unwanted’ metals, e.g. 
stainless steel, aluminum, copper, tin 
cans, wire, metal rods, fencing etc. 
in the ‘Gerdau Ameristeel’ recycling 
bin situated in our parking lot. We 
appreciate your support.  For more 
info, contact Lynne O’Brien  Sunrise  
(519) 837-0558 x31.

Market Place

INDOOR GARAGE SALE
Saturday and Sunday March 28th 
and 29th 8am-4pm at Badenoch 
Community Centre, 4217 Watson 
Rd S. Puslinch.  Something for 
everyone.

                                                                                 
FOR SALE
1998 Jayco Eagle,  5th Wheel 
House Trailer 30 ft. with 14 ft. 
slide out, 2 Solar Panels. 
519-824-0957.

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564



WELDING, FABRICATION AND REPAIR SERVICES
CERTIFIED - MICHAEL VIOL (519) 837-0424

www.abermormanufacturing.ca

ABERMOR
M A N U F A C T U R I N G

Michael’s Mobile Truck & Trailer
Repair Inc

Alton Boarding Kennel
Allsport Labrador RetrieverDave’s Home Improvements

Repair Work - Aluminum & Vinyl
Installations   519-835-4018

                            Elite Hair and Tanning Salon
900 Jamieson Parkway

Cambridge, ON
                        519 654-9900 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 A Change of Pace
RESTAURANT

Hwy #6 -- South of 401, Morriston Plaza
519 767-9987

ABERFOYLE TRUCK LUBE, 
REPAIR AND SALES
7 Tawse Place, Guelph

519 836-3700

WHERE IS JACK?
Vinyl Windows & Siding Specialists

Since 1976 www.whereisjack.ca
Jack’s Aluminum Ltd   519 822-5000
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ABERFOYLE FARMERS’ MARKET

Foods you love....Farmers you know!
In the Optimist Rec Centre, Aberfoyle

Saturday’s 8:00am til 1:00pm 
Reopening last Saturday in May 
til the last Saturday in October 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
BACKHOE - LOADER SERVICES

Frank’s Small Engine RepairCatNap Cottages
Setting new standards in cat boarding

Large private suites with windows
www.catnapcottages.ca 519 766-0511

BUILDING AND 
LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

500 Maltby Road Guelph, ON (519) 780-0400(519) 780-0400

Hayden’s Property Maintenance Ltd.
Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting

PROFESSIONAL LAWN & GARDEN CARE
Tel: 519-823-2188   

Whistle Stop Co-Op Preschool

Kathy Kinzie R.M.T.
519 651-0401
967 Townline Rd. Puslinch      

519-763-1233
NORMIK MECHANICAL INC.

Heating & Cooling
Trane TM Heating & Cooling Equipment

Ronald A. Oosterveld   5

Full Service Automotive Repairs 
30 Hayes Avenue                         

Guelph, ON  N1E 5V5

.COM

Repaint • Restorate • Renovate • Rebuild      
           Puslinch     519-822-2324

Village Family Restaurant
30 Brock Rd.,  Aberfoyle

     TICKET DEFENDERS
    LEGAL SERVICES

Ronald J. Harper, CEO
519 496-2240   Email: ron.harper@otdlegal.ca

Computer Repair by George
Hardware, Software and Training

519-824-0437

Electrical wiring and maintenance of new
residential, additions and renovations

commercial, and solar projects 

Phone: 519-767-0768
Email:  info@dallsonselectric.com

SUNRISE

www.sunrise-therapeutic.ca

SHIRLEY ANNE NOWELL RRPr

Complete Plumbing Services 
Repairs, new installs, renos, softeners 

Ken  519-831-0422 (Puslinch)

The Larose Duo (Piano and Flute)

ABERFOYLE FIDDLE SHOP
Violin Maker-Sales-Repairs-Lessons 

Paul McDonald 519-763-9764 

LP PLATINUM ROOFING 
& EXTERIORS

Roofs, Custom Exterior work, Insulation, Skylights
Ph: 519-803-9737   www.lpplatinum.com

LP PLATINUM 
ROOFING & EXTERIORS

Chickadee Christmas Trees
6639 Wellington Rd 34

519 654-2029
www.chickadeechristmastrees.ca

Bisous
Newly opened modern dessert caterer

~Unique desserts for your special events~
Charles.course@gmail.com     226-337-2142

speedwaytrailers.com    519-835-1070

Ball Exteriors Ltd.
Siding, Eaves Trough, Windows & Doors

Soffit, Fascia, Sun Tunnels, Railings
Free Estimates. Greg Bowles 519-841-0727

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564


