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2020 – That was the year that was (n’t)

By Anne Day

The year 2020 will, without doubt, go down in history as 
the year the world closed down and adapted to living with 

   nd uslinch was no di erent

As we wrap up our Pioneer year, I thought it might be 
interesting to look back on what happened, and how we did 
adapt, albeit reluctantly, as the year went on.

In February the Optimist Club held its Annual Family Day 
Classic Weekend, not knowing that this was probably the 
last o cial gathering in the community, because by mid
March, everything was shut down.  March Break was a non-
event, with families staying home, with no travel. 

In our April issue (published in March) we were writing 
about the aster dinner to be held at Crie  ills etreat and 
Conference Centre.  Not knowing then, that it would end up 
being a drive through and pick up at the Centre. 

By May, unrise Therapeutic iding Centre was looking 
for donors to help cover the cost of feeding its horses. 
Fundraisers for local charities had to go online and the 
local nursing home in Morriston was looking for donations 
of gloves, masks and disinfecting wipes. The community 
responded.

In June, the board of the Aberfoyle Farmers’ Market made 
the tough decision not to open for the season.  Instead, 
farmers set up booths on their property and local residents 
made the drive to visit them onsite. 

Our local library, while closed, still o ered reading options 
online and allowed curbside pick-up of books. And curbside 
pick-ups was the strategy of local restaurants, that remained 
closed except for outside patio dining.

For our July/August issue, we highlighted the children’s 
book, This Bug, written by two sisters, Sydney and Alyssa 

olmes, to explain the pandemic to children, who couldn’t 
go to school or visit with their friends. 

By September it was obvious that the Aberfoyle Fair was 
not going to take place as usual.  Contests in photography 
and colouring were held, and for the harvest dinner, it was… 
yes… a drive-through chicken barbecue.

We also learnt that Classy Lane had been sold to another 
Puslinch family. 

To overcome some of the barriers that COVID-19 placed 
on us, we had to get creative – like Paul McDonald and the 
Puslinch Fiddle Orchestra, who chose to perform concerts 
in the Crown Cemetery – as Barb Bulmer said “entertaining 
Puslinch past and present.”

Others got creative too, like the two young students, 
Genevieve Sutherns and Josh Gray who we highlighted in 
the November issue.  ome from university because of 
COVID-19 they launched a social enterprise, Guelph Box, 
raising over $265,000 for local vendors, and donating 
$17,000 to local charities.

All of which highlights that while the pandemic has and will 
continue to be tough, it has brought about change. 

Change in what we think is important to us, with a focus on 
relationships and our health. Many choosing to get back to 
basics.

It has made us get creative and appreciate how lucky we 
are to live near nature and in a community that cares.

But that does not negate the loss of lives, businesses and a 
way of life as we knew it. 
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Editorial
I suspect no one will be sorry to see 2020 end.  It’s been a tough year on 
all accounts, and sadly this pandemic is far from over.

For sure the holiday season won’t bring the usual festivities and parties 
with family and friends. Yet it is not all bad.

This sudden wake-up call serves to remind us of what is important, and as 
a community, we have been able to adapt and work around the restrictions 
placed on us.

Fundraisers have still taken place online and through pick-up we have 
been able to support local restaurants where we can.  Life has carried on, 
albeit at a slower pace.

In this issue of the Pioneer, we provided a quick overview of the year from 
a community perspective and we’ve included a pandemic update from Dr. 
Isaac Bogoch. 

im ussey has highlighted two entrepreneurs who have been able to 
pivot and start new ventures.

We thank our regular columnists for carrying on too – with articles from 
Mar orie Clark, Barbara Paterson, Marion obertson, Mary Tivy and the 
submissions from the Fire Department, the Library, Master Gardeners of 
Guelph and of course Council Clips.

This is when we at the Pioneer wish you a happy holiday season and we 
will be back from our break with the February issue.  So appy New Year 
too.

Our  Mission
The Puslinch Pioneer is a monthly 
publication produced by local volunteers 
to provide an authentic source of local  
information about the social and political 
activity within the community, and to 
encourage participation in community 
events.

Volume 45:  Issue 5   December 2020
Published by volunteers for the 
community since 1975.

Ten issues are published a year and 
distributed free of charge throughout 
Puslinch.     www.puslinchpioneer.com
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  TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH  
                (519) 763-1226

Council Meetings  (519) 763-1226
First Wednesday at 1 pm. 
Third Wednesday at 7:00 pm.

Please check the Council Calendar at 
www.puslinch.ca as meetings may 
be subject to change.

Library Hours   (519) 763-8026
Tuesday     10 am  –  8 pm.
Wednesday   10 am - 8 pm.
Thursday    10 am  –  8 pm.
Friday     10 am  –  6 pm.
Saturday  10 am -  5 pm.

Optimist Recreation Centre Hours
Monday – Friday 9 am - 10 pm
Saturday 9 am - 10 pm
Sunday 9 am - 10 pm
Contact: 519-763-1226 or 
rentals@puslinch.ca 

Historical Society Archives
Saturdays  12 noon - 3 pm 
or for  appointment email 
ardyne.farm @sympatico.ca or 
519-822-8559

Waste Facility      (519) 837-2601
Open Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays 8 am - 4 pm. Located at 
6922 Concession #4 between County 
d.#35 and anlon ( wy #6)

Letters to the 
editor
Thank you
As the fundraiser for Joanne Townes 
comes to an end, The Optimist Club of 
Puslinch would like to give a big thank 
you and recognize the friends, family 
and members of this community. 

We came together and were able to 
raise more than $27,000 for Joanne 
and her family. Thank you so much for 
your generosity. 

Barbara Je erson, Optimist Club

Our gratitude
Thanks to our Community, the last two 
years have been a whirlwind for our 
family. When Joanne’s cancer returned, 
we really didn’t know what to expect, 
but we de nitely weren’t prepared for 
such a generous response from this 
incredible community. 

There are so many people to thank and 
words cannot convey the depths of our 
profound gratitude to the community 
of Puslinch, the sta  and students from 
Aberfoyle Public School and especially, 
the Optimist Club. 

The meals, cards, acts of kindness & 
encouragement, fundraising and so 
many more generous outpourings of 
love have been a huge support for us 
these past two years. 

We couldn’t be more appreciative to be 
raising our family in such a caring and 
supportive community. 

Please know you have made a di erence 
in our lives and our ght against cancer. 
With hope, love and gratitude, 

Joanne and Je  Townes and Family.

 

Council clips
City of Guelph Transportation 
Matters:  
Council requests City of Guelph sta  
attend a meeting regarding heavy 
truck tra c entering Puslinch from 
Victoria oad and Gordon Street south 
of Clair oad and changes to the City’s 
road network, particularly the Gordon 
Street centre turn lane.  

Aberfoyle Pit 2 Agreement:  Council 
approves Section 3 of the Agreement 

being hours of operation for hauling 
be temporarily amended to commence 
at 7:00 am Monday to Friday and 
be extended from November 30 to 
December 18, 2020.

Community Safety Zones:  
A delegation was received to address the 
Community Safety Zones to also include 
Victoria oad between Maltby oad 
and Wellington oad 34, in addition to 
Aberfoyle Brock oad and Lake oad.  

This request to be included for 
consideration as part of the Township 
Transportation Master Plan.

Safe Restart Agreement:  
Council passed a resolution to urge 
Ontario to allow capital expenditures 
under the Safe estart Agreement as 
COVID-19-related capital costs are 
currently ineligible for this funding.

Gravel Roads:  
Council approves funding of $114,300 
to be allocated to the Gravel oads 
Improvement Discretionary eserve on 
a yearly basis.

Puslinch Community Centre:  Council 
directed sta  to determine whether as 
part of the Puslinch Community Centre 
kitchen and washroom renovation 
project a drinking water fountain can 
be incorporated; and to report back on 
a proposal to modernize the banquet 
facilities.  

Hume Road Railway Crossing 
Upgrades:  
Council directed sta  to provide 
correspondence to the City of Guelph 
to determine whether the Township’s 
contribution can be reduced to 25 
percent of the total cost of the project 
related to ume oad railway crossing 
to an amount of $40,000.

Transportation Master Plan:  Council 
directed sta  to ensure that the results 
of the Gravel oads Study including 
the assessment of the prioritization 
of repaving of gravel roads are 
incorporated in the plan.

Niska Road Winter Maintenance 
Agreement:  
This agreement aims to formalize the 
plowing and treating of Niska oad 
under joint jurisdiction.  

The Townships of Puslinch and Guelph 
Eramosa are currently responsible for 
the plowing and treating of Niska oad.  

The agreement will now identify the 
City of Guelph as responsible for winter 
maintenance and costs of the entire 
section of Niska oad west of the Bailey 
Bridge. 

Council Meetings:  
It is recommended that the 2021 
proposed Council meeting schedule 
re ect a 2:00 pm start time for all 
Council meetings with the exception 
of budget meetings, until such time 
that Council resolves it safe to hold in-
person meetings.  

Draft Kennel By-law:  
Council was presented with the rst 
draft of the proposed Kennel By-law for 
consideration.  The current by-law has 
not been updated since 2005.  

3rd Quarter By-law Enforcement 
Update:  Total number of complaints 
received in 2020 (53),  complaints 
closed (24).  There are currently 122 
open by-law violation les from 2013 
– 2020.

Optimist Recreation Centre:  
Sta  to report on feasibility of installing 
a water fountain and bottle lling 
station for the O C and sports elds; 
and consideration to o er open gym on 
PD Days.
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COVID expert 
speaks at Rotary

By Anne Day

In November, at the otary Club of 
Guelph Trillium, we had the pleasure 
of listening  to Dr. Isaac Bogoch (of 
CBC fame) speak about COVID and to 
answer our questions.

As an infectious disease expert, he ad-
vised that he and his colleagues have 
been researching other diseases for 
years, so that has helped inform deci-
sions made about the pandemic.

e started by advising us that glob-
ally we are doing poorly, with half a 
million new cases identi ed every day.   

e also pointed out that the number 
is likely much higher, because not all 
cases are recorded.   The biggest driv-
ers are the US, Europe, India and Bra-
zil.

In general Canada is doing OK in the 
scheme of things, and he congratulat-
ed Atlantic Canada on their successful 
barricading to keep the virus in check.  
That said, Ontario and Quebec are 
seeing 1,000 new cases a day. 

is biggest concern is that we have 
not done enough to protect the vulner-
able – such as those over 60, seniors, 
immigrant families and those with pre-
existing health issues.

With the rst wave, we saw over 
10,000 deaths, with the highest per-
centage – 80 percent - being from 
long -term homes.  Since August the 
number of deaths has dropped dra-
matically to 100 deaths in long -term 
homes.  e also questions whether the 
homeless shelters are as safe as they 
could be.

e acknowledged that we are in for 
a long fall and winter but is con dent 
that a vaccine will be developed and 
implemented in 2021.  There are nu-
merous clinical trials taking place all 

over the world, with many in Canada, 
and he admired the ingenuity of re-
searchers to develop an e ective vac-
cine.

A loss of smell and taste is one of the 
early signs of the virus, and Dr. Bo-
goch was asked if people should test 
their sense of taste and smell every 
day.   With a smile, he confessed that 
he checks daily by smelling his co ee 
and the jar of peanut butter.  

e also admitted that the current 
test is painful, regardless of what 
some people say.  It’s not something 
to slough o .  e is hoping a less in-
trusive test will be developed as then 
more people will be willing to  be test-
ed when they need to be.

As always there were questions about 
masks – when to wear them, what 
type and the e ectiveness of wearing 
a mask.   e was a strong supporter of 
wearing masks indoors, but said out-
doors when you are social distancing, 
it wasn’t so necessary. 

owever, he acknowledged that it was 
personal choice, and if you felt more 
comfortable wearing a mask outdoors, 
to do so.

e informed us that research is be-
ing carried out to see if the 14-day 
quarantine could be reduced to seven 
days, and they are waiting for the re-
sults before a decision to change this 
requirement is made.

All told his talk made for an interest-
ing meeting.  e is very personable, 
at ease with the topic and gave an 
informative presentation.  It is reas-
suring to see that our experts are ap-
proachable and understand the issues, 
beyond just health. 

Thank you
All of us at the Puslinch Pioneer would 
like to thank those who generously 
donated to the online auction.

Aberfoyle Mill, Aberfoyle Spa, Anne 
Day, Barbara Murphy, Barbara Bulmer, 
Barbara Chillingsworth, Company of 
Women, Dianne Churcher, Direct Save, 
Etcetera Gift Shop, Genny ibalko, 
Germana Gems, Guildwood, John 

amilton, Judy Gill, Karen arding, 
Kind Yogi, Kristal Kreations, Liz 
McCrindle,Mastworks, Maureen Smith, 
Mayor James Seeley, Megan Barnes, 
Needed Wanted, oothams, uth 
Slater, Shirley Ann owell, Steeped 
Tea, Stella O’Krafka, Sydney & Ashley 

olmes, Ted Arnott MPP, Tigchelaar 
Apple Farm, V ildebrandt Perennials, 
Vinnie’s Auto.
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In Memoriam

April 20, 1918 - October 19, 2020

Passed on Monday, October 19, 2020 
at the Village at University Gates,  
recently of Puslinch, at the age of 102 

and a half. Beloved wife of the late Vlad 
(2011). Loving mother of Georgina 
Flannery ( aymond) of Newton, MA 
and Don Jr. (Connie) of Waterloo, ON. 
Dear sister of Tina (predeceased) and 
many loved nieces and nephews.

Julia was born during the Spanish u 
and prohibition years in Winnipeg.  As 
a young woman she bravely moved 
to Toronto to sew soldiers’ uniforms 
during WWII. 

While at a party in amilton she was 
swept o  her feet by her handsome 
sailor Vlad from Saskatchewan. They 
married in October 1944 but waited 
for the war to end before they could 
rejoin and build their home in Toronto.

Julia was both a devoted homemaker 
and the tobacco counter manager 
for Simpson’s Company at the newly 
opened Yorkville Shopping Centre.

They nally retired to a rural property 
in Puslinch to a house their son had 
built. Julia was a gracious, kind and 
thoughtful wife, mother and friend 
to all she encountered. She loved to 
laugh and was always open and happy
to try ‘something new’.

If you wish, send condolences or share 
a story at www.henrywalser.com or 
donations in sympathy to University 

Gates - the Wilfred Schlegel ope 
Fund or Nature Conservancy Canada.

A celebration of Julia’s life will take 
place at a future date - COVID 
dependent. Please SVP with contact 
info, to enry Walser Funeral ome 
via phone (519) 749-8467 or internet, 
by December 2020.

Aberfoyle 
Farmers’ Market
loses one of its 
family
It is with great sadness that we share 
that Verns odgers has died. Verns 
was well known at the Aberfoyle 
Farmers Market selling Mushrooms.  

Vern was down in Florida at their 
Florida home when he got sick and 
passed away from COVID 19.  

For the time being, the family are 
working on plans to bring his wife 
back to Guelph, but she has the virus 
as well, however not showing bad  
symptoms yet, but she needs to have 
a clear test to travel back to Canada.  

Our thoughts are with the family.

After nearly two years in the neighbourhood you—our neighbours have asked and we listened.
Don’t want to make dinner? We can help!

Unique 
Culinary 

Experiences

Call us today to plan your 
one off pick up OR daily pick 

up for your family dinners. 
Specialty diets are welcome. 

We are Feast ON certified

5 1 9 . 9 5 4 . 8 8 5 4    info@chefdtv.com   atouchofclasscatering.ca

FROST 
ELECTRICFE

JOHN FROST  Master Electrician
Electrical Contractor/Owner      ESA/ECRA Licence #7014426

519-829-5105
frostelectric.ca      john@frostelectric.ca
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Paul Embro
Senior Associate

pembro@ipcc.org

Stacie Giovinazzo
Associate

sgiovinazzo@ipcc.org

519.763.2197

Wealth Creation
Wealth Preservation

Wealth Legacy

12 DEER VIEW RIDGE, R.R.#3, GUELPH

The Pro Dogwalkers

prodogwalkerteam@gmail.com

/prodogwalker       
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Commemorating
a centenary 
wedding 
anniversary

November 10, 1920 - 
November 10, 2020

By Norman Moore

The end of the Great War (WWI) 
marked the beginning of the 1918 
Epidemic,or Spanish Flu, which lasted 
in Puslinch Township and surrounding 
environs, for almost two long years. 
That pandemic made the local resi-
dents rightly cautious in planning any 
kind of social event.

Undaunted as young people are, Is-
abel Cameron Clark, a nurse of 27 
years (1893 - 1982) of Puslinch Town-
ship and William (Bill) Archie Moore, 
a farmer of 25 years (1895 - 1972) 
of Nassagaweya Township, planned 
that their wedding would take place 
at the bride’s home, Fernhill, Lot 31, 
ear Concession 8, Puslinch, in early 

November 1920. 

Their parents’ properties were a 
physical distance of about 11 kilome-
ters from each other, so both families 
knew of each other.

Their wedding day t neatly between 
November 9 and November 11, two 
signi cant dates for the Clark family: 
November 9th, 1887 was the wedding 
anniversary of the bride’s parents, 
James and Margaret (nee Dalgarno) 

Clark and November 11th, Armistice 
Day, was a somber day of remem-
brance of the bride’s late younger 
brother, James (Jim) Donald Clark, 
whose death took place on the battle-
eld on Chambray, France.  

The ev. Stuart A. Wood, BA, was 
the clergyman on their wedding day, 
while sister of the bride, Christina 
(Tean) Elizabeth Clark and sister of 
the groom, Mary ebecca (Mamie) 
Moore, were their two witnesses.

Bill and Isabel would live their work-
ing lives at the Moore farm, Lot 
23, Concession 1, Nassagaweya-
Puslinch Townline, in Nassagaweya 
Township,eventually retiring (about 
1955) to Aberfoyle--together for 51 
years.

Bill believed that one of his most 
worldly accomplishments was com-
ing home from Elsley’s Store in Mof-
fat, able to announce to Isabel and 
the family that, after many years in 
nancial distress, they had nally 

managed to pay o  the Great Depres-
sion debt that they had accumulated 
through the 1930’s and beyond.

They are survived by their daughter-
in-law, Betty (nee Farmer) Moore, by
grandchildren and by great-grandchil-
dren.  

Their ve children, Margaret ( oss) 
Gil llan, Mabel Moore, Doreen (Thom-
as) Davies, Clark Moore and Keith 
(Sadie nee McIntyre) Moore as well as 
their  grandson,   Thomas  (Tommy) 
William Davies, have all, in a span of 
some 37 years, since died.

Bill and Isabel were buried alongside 
their Moore forebearers at the Nas-
sagaweya Presbyterian Church 

Photo provided by Norman Moore

Cemetery, 3097 Fifteenth Sideroad, 
east of the Guelph Line (at the ceno-
taph at altonville), just east of Mof-
fat.

Community hero 
jacket

Women of Distinction recipient Anne 
Day received a Gryphon jacket as part 
of their Think Pink campaign.
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Arbour Medical Centre

           Advanced
Nursing Foot Care

Call today to
learn more or 

to book an
appointment!

519-837-2680

services 
provided
 by nurse 
Betty Jean 
Graham

RPN, AFCN
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NATURALLY 
SPEAKING

Let the tree 
sleuthing 
continue  

The 
Tuhbenaneequay 
Ancient Black 
Oaks Grove  

By Marion Robertson

In 1997, the city of Toronto proclaimed 
150 trees, all over 125 years old, as 
an ancient grove in honour of Tuh-
benaneequay, daughter of the chief of 
the Mississauga. Wabbicommicot was 
chief during the 1760’s.  

In this era, many First Nations had 
been disillusioned with Britain.  English 
forts fell with tribal uprisings.  Wabbi-
commicot chose the path of peace for 
his people and did not ally with raiding 
nations against the British.

Though little is left of the original To-
ronto Carrying Place footpath there 
is one area where the road is the old 
portage route and the ancient trees 
line the way. 

Houses are elegant and old and the 
trees tower above.  This area was 
used extensively until the Toronto 
Land Purchase when the portage/trad-
ing route was relocated.

We have been visiting this area for 
many years with no luck gathering 
acorns.  This year we were lucky.  The 
ancient black oaks were shedding 
moderate amounts of acorns.  

Enough for us and the squirrels.  Ev-
eryone is happy.

Marion Robertson is co owner of Bee 
Sweet Nature Co specializing in native 
and Carolinian plant stock and natural 
Ontario honey and honey products. 

Rotary award
The Rotary Clubs in Guelph are cel-
ebrating 100 years of Rotary. 

In recognition of the 100 years, the 
Guelph Trillium Club has been recog-
nizing 100 volunteers who have given 
their time to support charities and or-
ganizations in Guelph and area.    

We  are   pleased  to  announce   that 
Stella O’Krafka from the Puslinch Pio-
neer board received the Rotary Award 
on November 25.

Not only is Stella the treasurer of the 
Pioneer, she is also the person re-
sponsible for the layout of the paper, 
no mean feat each month, and over-
sees distribution and the church no-
tices that are included.

Our congratulations to Stella who has 
received this well-deserved recogni-
tion. 

Township of Puslinch Holiday 
Closure 

 
While the Township of Puslinch offices 

remain closed due to COVID-19 our regular 
holiday closure will also occur from 12pm on 
December 24, 2020 until 9am on January 4, 

2021. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and 
warmest wishes this holiday season. 
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CLOSURES 

All County of Wellington Waste Facilities  

will be closed on: Friday, December 25,  

Saturday, December 26 and Friday, January 1.

All County of Wellington Waste Facilities open on 

Thursdays will be closing at 2:00 pm on Thursday, 

December 24 and Thursday, December 31.

CURBSIDE COLLECTION 

Friday, December 25 collection is rescheduled  

to Monday, December 28. 

Friday, January 1 collection is rescheduled  

to Monday, January 4.

www.wellington.ca/sws  |  519.837.2601  |  1.866.899.0248

Alternate formats available upon request.
OM Official Mark of The Corporation of the County of Wellington

Waste Facility 
and Collection 
Holiday Changes

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE FROM SOLID WASTE SERVICES

Natural Tree Collection

Natural trees will be collected in urban 

areas only during the week of January 

11. Please have trees out by 7:00 am on 

Monday. However, please note it may 

not be collected until later that week. 

Natural trees will be accepted free of 

charge at all County waste facilities 

December 29 to January 30 during 

regular operating hours. Food Bank 

donations are gratefully accepted.

The Children’s Foundation will  

be collecting natural trees on  

January 9 in Aberfoyle and 

surrounding area, for a minimum $10 

donation. Pre-registration is required. 

Visit www.childrensfoundation.org 

for more information on the Trees for 

Tots programme.
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Includes:

CREMATION
$1935+HST
If prepaid by 

December 31, 2020

All Inclusive
No Extra Fees

or Hidden Charges

Scott Young

Wellington County Library is pleased 
to announce that we are modifying 
our service in response to the con-
tinuing needs of the Community. 

Starting November 2, the Puslinch 
Branch hours will be:
Monday  Closed
Tuesday  10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Wednesday  10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thursday 10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Friday             10:00 am to 5:00 pm
                       (pickup only)
Saturday  10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Sunday  Closed

Wellington County has plenty of on-
line resources that you can always ac-
cess from the library:

• eBooks and eAudiobooks from 
OverDrive (including the Libby 
app)

• Kanopy Streaming Video, includ-
ing The Great Courses lecture se-
ries for adult learners

• Creativebug, an online crafting 
resource with great video and 
PDF content

• World Book products for students
• Mango Languages, featuring over 

70 language courses
• The New York Times

Visit https://www.wellington.ca/
en/d iscover/ fami ly- resources .
aspx#Reading for more!

Don’t know what to read next? 
Check out this list of new books 
at the library.

Fiction
Escobar, Mario emember me: a 
                          Spanish civil war  
Goldreich, G The Paris children

ackwith, A.J. The archive of the 
                          forgotten

ardt, elen Descent
olden, Wendy The royal governess
uang, S.L. Burning roses
uber, Anna L      A pretty deceit

Laurain, A The readers’ room
Moore, Brianne All stirred up
Shortall, Eithne    Three little truths

Non-Fiction
Arnott, Bill   
Gone Viking: a travel saga

Barnes, Trevor
Dead doubles: The extraordinary 
worldwide hunt for one the Cold War’s 
most notorious spy rings

Day, Julian
Artisan ome Baking: wholesome and 
delicious recipes for cakes and other 
bakes

Elias, David 
The truth about the barn: a voyage of 
discovery and contemplation

ollis, achel
Didn’t see that coming: putting life 
back together when your world falls
apart

Kim-Joy
Christmas with Kim-Joy: a festive
collection of edible cuteness

Ottens, William
Librarian tales: funny, strange and
inspiring dispatches from the stacks

Scobie, Omid
Finding freedom: arry and Meghan and
the making of a modern royal family

Thompson- ernandez, Walter
The Compton cowboys: the new 
generation of cowboys in America’s
urban heartland

West, ebecca
appy starts at home: change your space, 

transform your life. 

Stay informed on COVID-19 devel-
opments by checking the County of 
Wellington COVID-19 information and 
updates page at www.wellington.ca.

                Puslinch Branch, Wellington County Library
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HAY
NEIGHBOUR!

ALLISON BUREAU
BROKER

abureau@trilliumwest.com
     226.314.1600
     519.546.7083    

trilliumwest.com
@realty_bureau

/RealEstateBureau
Not intended to induce any party to breach buyer or seller agency agreements.

Modern Real Estate
Marketing and Sales: 
LOCAL PROFESSIONAL 
Call today for an update
on your Market Value!
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2020 
Entrepreneur 
Spotlight - 
inspiring pivot 
and launch 
stories.

By Kim Hussey

This year has been nothing short of 
challenging. And although our beau-
tiful rural community has blessed us 
with fresh air, open spaces and homes 
to work and play, it is unsettling in 
our lives, schools, and of course our 
economy. 

ere’s two incredible local entrepre-
neurs who did a pivot that resulted in 
the birth of two new exciting accom-
plishments. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
Puslinch resident and Cambridge-
based otolaryngologist-head and neck 
surgeon Dr. Smriti Nayan faced great 
uncertainty like so many others world-
wide. 

er clinic doors and surgical rooms 
were shut down, which for an O IP 
fee-for-service based ENT Surgeon 
like Dr. Nayan, meant her income 
dried up. Like any small business, she 
had sta  and o ce overheads that 
still had to be paid. 

As a frontline hospital worker at Cam-
bridge Memorial ospital, Dr. Nayan 
had to help plan for emergencies with 
the deadly virus and be available to 
the community. And, as a mother of 
two toddlers now stuck home all day, 
she had a ton on her plate at home 
as well!
 
As a facial reconstructive surgeon, Dr. 
Nayan has always had an eye for aes-
thetics and helping others look and 
feel their best. So, this was the perfect 
time to set her sights on launching her 
side-hustle – Vive MediSpa.
 
“I’ve been very interested in medical 
aesthetics ever since I was in medi-
cal school at McMaster over a decade 
ago,” says Dr. Nayan. “While my true 
passion is being in the operating room 
and helping very sick patients with se-
rious issues like cancer, Vive Medispa 
provides me with another avenue to 
help people in a di erent way with the 

expertise I have from being a surgeon 
while still o ering non-surgical op-
tions, ” says Dr. Nayan. 

To learn more or book a free consulta-
tion with Dr. Nayan, go to www.vive-
medispa.ca.

When the pandemic started in March, 
Anne Day’s business Company of 
Women, was signi cantly impacted, 
as she could not hold events nor her 
annual conference. 

She had to move her events and  con-
ference online. At 69, this was a steep 
learning curve but the fear of technol-
ogy was not going to stop her from 
making the most of this year. 

Ironically, she had started to write a 
book prior to the pandemic, and dur-
ing those rst three weeks of the lock-
down, she thought she’d nish it. And 
she did.   

I proof read 20/20 Looking back on a 
life well-lived and the lessons learned 

and had the honour of writing the back 
cover. This book inspired me to believe 
that I was made for more, that there 
were lessons waiting to be learned if 
my heart was open. Yes, even during 
a pandemic. 

This book provides you with a road 
map of what to do and what to avoid 
as you navigate your path to nding 
meaning, success and connection in 
every stage of life.   er book is avail-
able through www.fullcirclepublishing.
ca.

Anne has also launched a podcast, 
Day by Day – Stories of Business, Life 
and Everything in Between, available 
on Spotify. 

There are so many stories of hope, 
courage and pivoting success stories 
to encourage a gratitude momentum 
and nourish our souls. 

If you have a story to share about the 
Silver Linings of a pandemic, let me 
know kim@kimhussey.com.

Source: Becomingminimalist.com
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SEPTIC 
SYSTEM

CALL

PRESENT 
THIS AD 
FOR YOUR 
FREE ON-SITE 
CONSULTATION

519-836-6370
IS CRITICAL TO YOUR HAPPY HOME

AVOID MESSY AND EXPENSIVE 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS AND 

SYSTEM FAILURE! 

LODDER BROTHERS IS YOUR 

LODDERBROTHERS.COM
TRUSTED SEPTIC EXPERT
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Holiday season 
safety

By Dave Gunson

It’s December, time to deck the halls 
and make merry! This holiday season, 
make sure that your time with fam-
ily is both special AND safe with these 
seasonal re safety tips adapted from 
the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs’ 
article 12 Days of oliday Fire Safety.
 
Christmas Trees and Decorations:
Water your fresh trees daily and make 
sure that they always have water in 
the base.

If purchasing an arti cial tree, look for 
the “Fire esistant” label.

Keep both fresh and arti cial trees 
away from any ignition sources like 
candles, heaters and replaces.

Make sure that your tree does not 
block entranceways or doorways.

Check your decorations – make sure 
that there are no frayed cords on your 
lights or electrical decorations. Use 
only non-combustible decorations.

Never use lit wax candles on a tree. 
If you are decorating your home with 
candles, make sure that they are far 
away from combustible sources, not in 
reach of children or pets, and are ex-
tinguished when you leave the room. 
Battery operated candles make a good 
alternative.

Only use CSA approved lights and 
check for broken or damaged bulbs.

For outdoor lights, make sure that 
they are secured to rm supports like 
trees, house walls or windows. Only 
use insulated staples (not nails, tacks 
or string) to secure them.

Use extension cords wisely and for 
their intended purpose. Your exten-
sion cords should only be temporary, 

and they should never be run under 
rugs or tree skirts as that is a re haz-
ard.

Don’t overload your circuits. Use plugs 
and surge protectors properly and 
only plug in the allowable amount. No 
more than three standard-sized sets 
of lights per extension cord.

When you leave the house or go to 
bed, turn o  all your lights. Otherwise 
they could short and start a re.

After the holidays, don’t burn your 
tree in the woodstove or replace. 
That amount of combustion is tough 
on your chimney and stove and can 
create a signi cant re hazard. 

Instead, look for curbside pick-up op-
portunities.
 
Heating:
If you’re using a space heater to take 
out the chill in the air, make sure to 
give at least one meter space from 
anything that can burn, like curtains 
or holiday decorations. 

Also, remember to turn your heater 
o  when you leave the room.

ave a child and pet-free zone of 
at least one meter around any heat 
source or open ame.

Family Gatherings
Stay in the kitchen when cooking and 
always keep an eye on the stove.

Make sure that you have working 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
and that they are installed correctly. 

Test your alarms regularly.

Make sure that your family knows how 
to get out safely if a re occurs. De-
velop and practice a re escape plan.

Enjoy the holiday spirit(s) – but in 
moderation. Ensure that there is al-
ways a responsible adult at any party 
or gathering. 

Make sure that all cigars or cigarettes 
are fully extinguished, and that alco-
hol is used wisely. Make plans ahead of 
time to make sure that everyone has a 
safe way to get home. 

Follow these tips to help ensure you 
have a safe festive season.

appy olidays from all of us at 
Puslinch Fire and escue Services!
 

Luella Logan 
Scholarship
The Luella Logan Scholarship grants 
$1,500 annually to a young woman 
pursuing post-secondary studies in a 
political science, public administration 
or a related undergraduate or graduate 
degree at a Canadian college or 
university.  

Selection is based on academic 
excellence and demonstration of 
leadership and interest in local 
government.

The 2nd annual award is presented 
to Isabella Cain of Puslinch. She is 
currently studying Political Science at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

DON’T LET YOUR HABITS 
GET THE BEST OF YOU!

Smoking is the 
leading cause of 

holidays. All too often 
alcohol is involved.

Butt out cigarettes  
and cigars in large, 
deep ashtrays. 

Drink responsibly.

Office of the Fire Marshal and 
Emergency Management
ontario.ca/firemarshal

Puslinch Fire and Rescue Services
519-763-1226 (for emergencies, dial 9-1-1)
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SCOTT PARKER, AGENT
Tel: 519.841.1099
scott@dumfriesmutual.com
dumfriesmutual.com/scottparker

I’m happy to serve many clients in Puslinch! Request a quote today.

PROUDLY LOCAL SINCE 1856

PROTECT 
ALL THAT 
MATTERS  
TO YOU
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COOK’S CORNER
By Barbara Paterson 

This Moroccan-style dish needs no 
browning or our.  The word tagine  
refers to a ceramic cooking dish with a 
conical top used in Morocco to cook a 
variety of stews. For us, a large frying 
pan with a cover will work ust ne. 

Lemon Chicken Tagine

4 chicken breasts or legs, or 6-8 chick-
en thighs
1 tbsp. olive oil
1 Spanish onion or 2 yellow onions, 
sliced
2 crushed garlic cloves
1 tsp. each of ground cumin, ground 
ginger and paprika
1/4 tsp. each of red pepper akes and 
black pepper
Finely grated peel of 1 lemon
2 cups chicken broth
1/2 cup stu ed green olives
2 carrots, sliced
1/2 cup chopped fresh coriander or 
parsley

1. emove skin from chicken if you 
wish.  In large wide-bottomed fry-
ing pan, stir olive oil with onion, 
garlic and seasonings.  Place over 
medium-low heat.  When warm, 
add chicken.  Continue heating, 
turning chicken often so it is coat-
ed with spices, for 5 minutes.  Do 
not brown chicken.

2. Stir in lemon peel, broth, olives 
and carrots.  Bring to a boil over 
medium-high heat.  Then, cover 
and reduce heat to low.  Simmer 
for 30 minutes.   Turn chicken 
pieces and continue simmering 
until chicken feels springy, about 
20 to 30 more minutes.  emove 
chicken pieces.

3. Increase heat to medium-high and 
boil gently, uncovered, until sauce 
has reduced slightly, about 6 to 10 
minutes.

4. educe heat to medium-low.  Stir 
in coriander or parsley and return 
chicken to pan.

5. Cover and simmer until chicken is 
      hot, about 5 more minutes.

6. Serve with crusty bread for dip-
ping into sauce or spoon over      
hot couscous.

This Christmas season will be di er-
ent, as we will not be entertaining as 
in past years.  But we still need to cel-
ebrate and this cheesecake is a deli-
cious dessert for a small family gath-
ering, i.e. your bubble .

Marble Mocha Cheesecake

Brownie Base
3/4 cup white sugar
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup sour cream
1 large egg
1 tsp. vanilla
1/3 cup all-purpose our
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 tsp. baking powder

1. Grease a 9” or 10” springform pan.
2. In a large bowl, beat sugar, oil, 

sour cream, egg and vanilla.
3. In another bowl, stir our, cocoa 

and baking powder.
4. Stir the our mixture into the sug-

ar mixture until just combined.
5. Spread in prepared pan and bake 

in centre of oven at 350ºF for 20 to 

25 minutes or until a toothpick in-
serted in middle comes out clean.

Filling
2 tsp. instant co ee granules
2 tsp. hot water
1-2/3 cups smooth cottage or ricotta 
cheese 
1/3 cup cream cheese
1/3 cup sour cream
1 large egg
1 tsp. vanilla
3/4 cup white sugar
1 tbsp. cornstarch

1. Dissolve the instant co ee in hot 
water.

2. Place in a blender along with the 
cottage cheese, cream cheese, 
sour cream, egg, vanilla, sugar 
and cornstarch; puree mixture 
until it is smooth.

3. Pour on base. (I didn’t wait for 
base to cool and it was ne.)

Swirl
3 tbsp. semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 tbsp. water

1. Microwave chocolate chips and 
water until chips begin to melt, 
then stir until smooth.

2. Drizzle it over the cheesecake bat-
ter then using a table knife, swirl 
the chocolate into the batter.

3. Bake in the centre of 350ºF oven 
for 35 minutes or until the cake 
is just slightly loose at the centre.

4. un a knife around the edge of the 
cake.  Let it cool on a rack until it 
is room temperature.  Chill.
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The gift that 
keeps on giving

Take delight in a Charity Advent Cal-
endar that features surprising good 
deeds! Behind every door you’ll nd a 
project that is made possible thanks 
to your donation. 

With your donation starting at $24, 
you can support 24 projects around 
the world with a focus on healthcare, 
nutrition, the environment, education 
and infrastructure. 

One speci c project is featured behind 
each of the 24 calendar doors. Every 
year, we carefully and personally se-
lect these projects. 

Only those that are able to convinc-
ingly articulate a speci c desired im-
pact and how they will achieve it are 
selected. 

In addition, the organizations must 
ful ll our transparency requirements. 
This provides you with the assurance 
that your donation is used appropri-
ately. 

Each time you open another door, you 
see where and to whom your money 
goes, and you can experience the joy 
of having performed another good 
deed. 

In our online calendar, you can also 
open one door every day, and you will 
receive pictures and detailed informa-
tion about the supported projects.

The goal of this Advent Calendar is 
to make donations possible that make 
sense and to make good deeds a real-
ity. 

Every dollar funds something concrete 
– such as planting three trees. A 
donation of $24 helps to implement 
exactly 24 projects. For a higher do-
nation each action will be implement-
ed multiple times!

• Giving to carefully selected 
      projects
• Measureable results

• E ective distribution of donations
• Instead of just a ecting one place, 

a ect many
• Donate transparently, non-politi-

cally and sustainably
 
Note for teachers - School classes can 
support projects in Canada as well as 
worldwide with teachers encouraging 
positive actions through their lessons. 
With our comprehensive information 
pack, the daily opening of a calendar 
door becomes part of a unique learn-
ing experience: your class will get to 
learn about 24 national and global 
challenges and what can be done to 
solve them.

To purchase and order as gifts, go to 
www.24gooddeeds.ca.

Latest on 
COVID-19 in 
Puslinch
The COVID-19 situation continues to 
change. Following a careful and thor-
ough review of the current COVID-19 
situation in the Province, and following 
consultation with ealth o cials, The 
Township of Puslinch is providing the 
following update. Unfortunately, re-
cent trends in positive cases in Ontario 
are moving in the wrong direction.

Use of all Township facilities by the 
public is to be in accordance with the 
physical separation directives issued 
by the Province. 

Individuals using these facilities, ex-
cept for members of the same house-
hold, are required to maintain physical 
distancing of at least two metres or six 
feet. 

All gatherings or events must comply 
with all Provincial directives as well as 
those of Wellington-Du erin Guelph 
Public ealth. We strongly encourage 
individuals utilizing available facilities 
to adhere to all physical distancing re-
quirements.  

Failure to do so, may result in the 
Township being directed to close fa-
cilities again. Enforcement concerns 
should be communicated to the OPP 
non-emergency number at 1-888-
310-1122.

The Township relies heavily on the 
advice and information provided by 
our federal, provincial and local public 
health professionals. As a result, the 

following closures remain in e ect to 
January 15th, 2021. 

The decision to extend closures and 
cancellations will be continually re-
viewed, in conjunction with direction 
from the Province, guidance from Wel-
lington-Du erin Guelph Public ealth, 
and the Chief Medical O cer of ealth 
to determine if an earlier opening is 
possible or if a further extension is re-
quired.

The following Township owned facili-
ties remain closed:
• All washrooms and change rooms
• Puslinch Community Centre
• Gymnasium at the Optimist ec-

reation Centre
• Municipal O ce
This is a rapidly evolving situation; 
discussions and decisions are being 
made on an ongoing basis. Any chang-
es in operations will be communicated 
and posted to the Township’s website 
at www.puslinch.ca.

Township sta  will continue to be avail-
able to assist and service residents by 
electronic means only. Business can be 
conducted on-line by email at servic-
es@puslinch.ca or admin@puslinch.ca 
or by phone by calling 519-763-1226.

Township Building O cials will contin-
ue to be available regarding permits 
and for inspections. These appoint-
ments can be booked or cancelled by 
emailing services@puslinch.ca.

Taxes can be paid through nancial 
institutions via internet or telephone 
banking.

Burn permits and dog tags can be pur-
chased online at www.puslinch.ca.

Additionally, there is a secure 24/7 
mail drop box at the Township Munici-
pal O ce, located at 7404 Wellington 
oad 34, Puslinch Ontario.

The Township intends to make every 
e ort possible to uphold a strong level 
of customer service during this time. 
This includes continuity of essential 
services such as re and road main-
tenance on a priority basis to support 
our community.

For more information on COVID-19, 
and tips on taking care of your mental 
health during physical distancing and 
social isolation, please contact Wel-
lington-Du erin-Guelph Public ealth 
at 1-800-265-7006 or visit www.wdg-
publichealth.ca.
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CUSTOM ELECTRICAL  
THAT FITS YOUR HOME

Contact Agentis Today  
226-203-0633

ECRA/ESA 7008597

DON’T GAMBLE - CALL CAMPBELL

(519) 822-1521 or
1-877-818-7295, Toll Free
campbellspt@rogers.com

www.campbellsportables.ca

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING  
& PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS

CAMPBELL’S SANITATION

Co m plete  P l u m b ing
S e r v i c e s

Kitchens   •   Bathrooms   •   Softeners

Ken Cobb 519-831-0422
email: ken-cobb@outlook.com

Licensed and Insured

FERRA FLOORING LTD.
AARON FERRACCIOLI, Sales Manager

322 York Road, Guelph, Ontario N1E 3G5
  (519) 821-1850   Fax (519) 821-3496

Pest Control
Residential Specialists Since 1981
Cluster flies, ants, wasps & bees, 
rats & mice, spiders, outdoor events,
seasonal pests & programs.www.drbug.ca

Dr. Bug

905-877-7014
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ASK THE EXPERT

In search of
hardy roses
wild, old garden, 
modern

By Susan Mason

I glory in my garden for all its aesthet-
ic qualities: beautiful colours, shapes 
and forms, fragrant owers and ev-
er-present buzzing pollinators. I also 
wonder about the unseen stories each 
plant could tell- its origin, in other 
lands, in other times.

Our gardens tell stories in time. Above 
all else, the ose is renowned in this 
regard. oses have been cherished 
since Ancient Egyptians placed rose 
petals in their tombs for their afterlife.

oses have prevailed over 35 million 
years because they are hardy, strong, 
stunning performers. omans used 
them as confetti, medicine and per-
fume. They symbolize love, passion 
and the sweet-sorrow of “twixt beauty 
and the thorn”.  

There are 3 Groups of oses: 

1. Wild/ Species Roses.

2. ybridized species roses creating 
Old Garden Roses.

3. Modern Roses (which date to 
1867 when the 1st ybrid tea 
recurrent rose was introduced). 
Shrub oses (1940 dates the  
Kordes family discovery- a new 
species .kordesii (extensively 
used in  breeding programs- Can-
ada’s Explorer series).

ybrid teas dominated the 20th Cen-
tury. Breeders produced ever larger, 
fuller, more colourful blooms with lon-
ger stems- excellent for cutting. 

Flower shops appeared in 1875 along 
with the orist industry. ybrid teas 
became the iconic symbols of the 
rose. (Valentine’s Day)

But they are less hardy, formal, high-
maintenance and prone to disease. 
New natural gardening  movements 
formed. Busy life-styles desired har-
dy, easy-care roses. Species and Old 
Garden oses underwent a new re-
vival.

ere are some of my experiences in 
seeking hardy roses:

Wild/Species Roses

My garden is north-facing and cano-
pied by trees lending itself to a natu-
ral woodland style. 

Species roses such as Ontario natives 
- osa blanda (Smooth ose), osa 
setigera (Prairie ose) and Europe-
an osa glauca ( edleaf ose) have 
thrived even in shade. 

They give all-season interest into the 
fall, displaying yellow foliage and red 
hips.

Modern Roses

I shied away from ybrid teas but my 
garden has bene tted from hybridized 
roses. ybrid rugosas such as enry 

udson, ansa and Snow Pavement 
thrive and have every attribute you 
could desire. 

David Austin roses- bred to combine 
Old ose blooms and fragrance with 
hardiness and disease- resistance are 
less successful. 

Canadian roses always perform well. 
William  Ba n  is  one  of  the   best, 

hardiest climbers, successfully bred 
to withstand winter dieback to its 12’ 
canes. Magni cent!

The  downside to Modern roses is that 
intensive breeding resulted in many 
having less hardiness and slight to 
no scent! Is a rose a rose if it doesn’t 
smell?

Old Garden Roses

And so I return to Old Garden oses. 
Although once-blooming, but lasting 
4-6 weeks, they are hardy, disease-
resistant with the bonus of amazing 
fragrance and historical signi cance.

Consider:
Alba: omans to 18th c. Europe. 
Alba maxima - “Jacobite ose”- War 
of oses - 15th c.

Centifolia: “100 petals” Cabbage 
ose- featured in Dutch Old Master 

paintings.
         
Henri Martin - red- France-1863.
Damask: Crusaders brought to Eng-
land.
          
Mme Hardy - white, green button 
eye- 1831.

Gallica: purples, reds- stripes. Mon-
asteries-soaps, perfumes.
Apothecary - 1600.

Try something Old again!

Love My Pet Company
Emilia Mason

Pet and Home Sitting Specialist

In home pet and house sitting • A ordable 
alternative to boarding • eliable, trustworthy &

 local • We love small farm animals too! 

Cell:  905-464-1006
Email: lovemypetcompany@gmail.com

Follow us on facebook!
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What’s in a 
name?

By Marjorie Clark

Everyone and everything on this earth 
has a name, given to it by man.

Like our father in the faith, Abraham, 
who began life as Abram but whose 
name was changed by God to Abra-
ham, our names sometimes change.  
Sometimes it is of our own volition and 
sometimes not.

The most troublesome of name chang-
es to genealogists are those of family 
name.  Those can make a family dif-
cult to trace.  The settlers of Puslinch 

experienced quite a lot of name 
changes, particularly the Scottish and 
Germans, but this also happened to 
the Irish.  

The Scottish name changes were due 
to the anglicization of their Gaelic 
names by a predominately English so-
ciety.  Thus, ighland Scottish Gaelic 
names McQuilkan became Wilkinson, 
McEachern turned into Cochrane, Mc-
Beath was converted to Beaton or 
McBeth and McMurchy changed into 
Murchison. McCormick may have been 
spelled McCarmaig originally and Mc-
Shannock spelled McShannoig.

The German name transformations 
resulted from the inability of non-
Germanic census takers and record 
keepers to understand or write Ger-
man names.  As well, many of the 
Germans were illiterate and there-
fore, unable to correct them.  

To add to this, families with German 
heritage were under signi cant pres-
sure not to admit to German extrac-
tion by the prevailing anti-Germanic 
sentiment provoked during the First 
World War.  Some purposely angli-
cized the spelling of their names. 

In the case of the German pioneers, 
Bieber turned into Beaver, Engelman 
became ingleman, au became 
ow, othaermel turned into oth-

mell and Weiss into Wise.  Occasion-
ally, Bott became Butt. 

The name Schwartzenberger saw a 
split into several variations. It became 
Schwartzenberg,Schwartzenburg and 
Swartzenberg. Then, there is the 
confusion of the  Stremble/Strempel/
Strembler/Strempler name.  This is 
such a mix-up, it is di cult to know 
which was the original German name.  
Frequently, letters were dropped, in 
order to render the name more eas-
ily pronounced in English.  Stoe er 
to Ste er and Weiner to Winer are 
examples of this.  The pronunciation 
was  the  same  but  the  latter  was 

easier for non-Germans to understand. 

In some cases, only the spelling of the 
name was altered.  This occurred in 
Bauman to Bowman, Kalfass to Callfas, 
Munsch to Munch and Ochs to Oaks.  
The pronunciation remained the same. 

With Irish names, the O’ pre x was 
generally dropped and often the Mc 
pre x, as in O’ anlon. O’Lynch and 
McCarroll, which became anlon, 
Lynch and Carroll.  

An emigrant family from Poland to 
Puslinch in the early 20th century by 
the name of Jeziora changed their 
name to the English equivalent word 
with the same meaning - Lake.

Even some English names underwent 
a spelling change, as in Sault to Salt.  
Again, the pronunciation stayed the 
same.

The most stunning name change, that 
I have encountered within Puslinch 
families, occurred in an Irish family.  
It was the conversion of McTague in 
Puslinch to Montague, which was like-
ly pronounced Maun-tag, after family 
members moved to Michigan. 

A rose by another name will be just as 
fragrant but tell the nice genealogist, 
please, osie, “Who’s your daddy?”

THE
  COUNTERTOP

DEPOT
  Laminate * Corian * Solid Wood

* Quartz * Granite 

1007 York Road, Guelph, ON.      Tele: 519-823-8291 
www.countertop-depot.com

COUNTERTOP

michael.chong@parl.gc.ca                           866- 878 5556          www.michaelchong.ca 
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Property Maintenance

Backhoe - Loader Services
Ideal for small areas

Custom Digging - Trenching - Augering
Landscaping - Retaining Walls - Fencing

                      
                                              Mike (519) 831-1808  

Examinations & Laser Consults

Specialty Contact Lenses & Eyewear

Injury Treatment & Prevention

P: 905-659-3937 (EYES)       F: 905-659-3834      doctoreyes.ca

FREELTON EYE CARE

Mon & Tues 8:30AM – 4:30PM
Wed & Thurs 11AM – 7:30PM
Fri 9AM – 1PM
*Saturdays, based upon demand

835 Regional Road 97
Freelton, ON  L8B 0Z4
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HERITAGE 
MATTERS

Symbols in 
stone
By Mary Tivy

In last month’s column I talked about 
nineteenth century gravestones in 
Puslinch’s pioneer cemeteries and the 
meaning of the symbols engraved on 
them. 

Along with weeping willows, oral em-
blems, and pointing or clasping hands,  
a number of stones, especially in the 
Killean Cemetery , have carvings of an 
urn with curtains and inverted torches 
on either side. 

n memory of Margaret, daughter of 
James and Margaret Black, died May 7, 

0, ged 0 years . Photo: CM  
A2007.177 DVD 7 Crown Cemetery C-193. 
Photographer Stephen Bowley)

The urn represents the remains of 
the deceased and the curtains are the 
veil between the living and the dead. 
Torches mean life; when inverted but 
still lit they convey the passing of the 
soul into the afterlife.  

Farnham Cemetery has an unusual 
and very large twin gravestone with 
torches that ame brilliantly upward, 
indicating everlasting life. 

I have seen a smaller version of this 
stone at Woodlawn Cemetery, but no-
where else in Puslinch. It marks the 
burial of John Oulton (d.1879) and his 
wife achel Decker (d.1881). 

This couple built the 1831 log cabin 
restored by the ichardson family in 
Arkell that I featured in the October 
2019 Puslinch Pioneer. 

achel Oulton was a well-known and 
appreciated healer and midwife, as 

noted in the inscription under her 
name. “ ighly respected and much 
regretted, being one of the rst set-
tlers and always ready to aid those in 
trouble and sickness.”

 

A few stones in our cemeteries bear 
crowns. owitt Cemetery has a broken 
stone with a crown and fern leaves, 
and Crown Cemetery has a stone with 
a crown and a cross through it. In both 
cases, the crown represents the victo-
ry of everlasting life over death. Fern 
leaves mean humility and sincerity. 

By the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century pillars and obelisks began to 
replace the individual tablet form of 
grave marker. These tall and visually 
commanding styles were carved ini-
tially in marble, and later in granite. 

Such monuments allowed space for 
several names to be added over time, 
becoming family gravestones and re-
placing the former fenced family plot 
of several tablet stones. 

Many obelisks are topped with a 
draped urn. The drape represents the 
“pall”, the cloth that covered a co n 
on the journey to the cemetery (ie. 
pallbearer) and the urn, the remains 
of the deceased. 

A very distinctive obelisk can be found 
in the Farnham Cemetery. It is not 
stone, but zinc and was manufactured 
by the White Bronze Company in St. 
Thomas, Ontario. 

This marker is impervious to the de-
terioration su ered by marble stones, 
and its durability was likely a main sell-
ing point. The gravestone was placed 
at the burial of Alice aines, Petty’s 
rst wife who died at 39 in 1887, most 

likely in childbirth, along with her two 
babies.

Unusual and Secular Monuments

An unusual stone that lies broken in 
Farnham Cemetery has a steam en-
gine motif. I have no idea if this de-
sign has religious meaning or refers 
to some element of the life of the de-
ceased. 

is name is partially obliterated, ob-
ert ? died in 1880 at the age of 25. If 
anyone has any insight into the his-
tory of this stone, please let me know.

Other secular images can be found on 
gravestones of members of the Ma-
sonic Lodge or the International Order 
of Odd Fellows, brotherhood organi-
zations that also assisted with burial 
costs.

I promised to talk about lambs and 
doves, symbols most often found on 
children’s gravestones, but I’ve run 
out of space. I will do so next month 
when I will look at children’s burials 
and consider why there are so many 
of them in our pioneer cemeteries. 
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Religious Services
n these ever-changing times, it is 

wise to double-check the website to 
determine if in-person services are 
happening or the event is taking place.

ARKELL UNITED CHURCH
“The Little Church with the BIG eart”
600 Arkell oad at Watson, Arkell, ON 
N0B 1C0
(519) 821-7623
www.arkellunitedchurch.ca
ev. Deborah Deavu

Until further notice, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, there are no Sunday 
worship services at Arkell United 
Church. See the church’s website 
for updates. To receive weekly 
services via email, send a message to 
arkellunitedchurch@hotmail.com.

BAHA’I FAITH
www.bahaisofpuslinch.ca. 
• You are invited to join us in our study 
of – Re ections on the Life of the Spirit 
– a course on the spiritual nature of the 
human being. During the pandemic, 
this study will be conducted via the 
Zoom video conference platform. Call 
519-767-3135 or email lsapuslinch@
gmail.com for particulars of date, time 
and Zoom link. 

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
454 Arkell oad, Arkell, ON N0B 1C0
(519) 824-1161
www. calvaryguelph.com 
Pastors: Josh Sklar and Joe Yang
• Sunday worship:  English 9:45 am
Chinese 11:30 am
• Children’s Worship:  Sunday  morning 
program held during main services.
• Calvary Youth:  For Jr. & Sr. igh 
programs - please go to church 
website for more information.
• Adult Bible Study: Thursdays 10:00 
am.

CROSS ROADS BIC CHURCH
Living and Loving Like Jesus.
Peacefully. Compassionately. Together.
4614 Wellington d. 32, Guelph ON 
N1  6J3
Ph. 519-658-9746
Web Site: www.crossroadsbic.ca 
Facebook: Cross oads BIC & Cross
oads Youth Group

Pastor: Melissa icher
Sunday Worship @ Cross oads
(registration required)
Sunday Worship @ ome:
YouTube “Cross oads BIC”  
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCMKYAskvq1HdGsTiA7UQFsg.
Please visit our website for Advent and 
Christmas events.

DUFF’S PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
319 Brock d. S. & 401, Puslinch,ON 
N0B 2J0
(519) 763-1163
Minister: ev. Jane Swatridge
o ce@du schurch.ca

www.du schurch.ca
Find our Sunday sermon online at 
www.facebook.com/du schurch/

EBENEZER UNITED CHURCH 
12274 Guelph Line,(just North of 20 
Sideroad) North of Campbellville, 
Milton, ON  L0P 1B0
(905) 854-2423
Webpage:  www.ebenezeruc.ca  - 
Like us on Facebook
Minister: Carolin MacMillan
Music Director: John Zadro
Worship Services:Every Sunday 10am 

FREELTON UNITED CHURCH
155 Freelton d. at Douglas Street, 
Freelton, ON  L8B 0Z5
(905) 659-3380
www.freeltonstrabaneuc.ca
Minister:  ev. Will Wheeler
• Sunday Worship Services & Sunday 
School at 9:30 am.
Co ee hour & fellowship to follow.

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, CRIEFF
7156 Concession 1, Puslinch, ON 
N0B 2J0
(519) 824-8757
www.pccweb.ca/knox-crie /
Minister  ev. Michelle Yoon
• Sunday Worship at 10 am.

MOUNT CARMEL-ZION UNITED 
CHURCH 
in Morriston at the corner of Church & 
Victoria Streets, Puslinch, ON 
N0B 2J0
Minister:  ev. Margaret uggles
(519) 822-8610
www.morristonunitedchurch.com
Email: morristonunitedchurch@gmail.
com
We are continuing to remain closed 
but are holding online services every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on our Facebook 
page. “Mount Carmel-Zion United 
Church” Be sure to “follow us”. Keep 
up on all new updates for Christmas 
and more. 
Sunday November 29th - Advent I -   
Preparing the Way  
Sunday December 6th - Advent II -   
White Gift Sunday 
Sunday December 13th - Advent III - 
Intergenerational 
Sunday December 20th - Accent IV - 
Blue Christmas 
Thursday December 24th - Christmas 
Eve - Communion Candlelight 
Sunday December 27th  - Christmas I 
Sunday January 6th - Epiphany
Continued support of Chalmers CSC 
donations are welcomed. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
79 Freelton oad, Freelton, ON 
L0  1K0
(905) 659-3305
Father Edward Mahony
Masses as follows:
• Saturday: 5:00 pm
• Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am. 

THE SALVATION ARMY 
GUELPH CITADEL
“A Place of Christian Worship & Service”
1320 Gordon St. Guelph, ON N1L 1 3
(519) 836-9360
www.guelphsa.ca
Majors Peter and Lee-Ann van Duinen
• Worship Service: Sunday 11:00 am
• Sunday School: 11:30 am (Age 2 to 
Grade 6)
Please check the website for more 
information.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
REFORM MOVEMENT CHURCH
We welcome you!
3997 WY 6, Puslinch ON, N0B 2J0
(905) 659-1229
email: dorin_sdarm@yahoo.com
www.sdarm.ca
Elder: Paul Gavric
Pastor: Dorin Burca

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH
520 Ellis d. (beside espeler Arena, 
west of Townline d.)

espeler - Cambridge, ON  N3C 0E6
ector ev. Canon Linda Nixon

• Sunday Services
8:30 am oly Eucharist - Traditional
10:00 am oly Eucharist 1st, 2nd, 4th 
and  5th  Sundays
Morning Prayer 3rd Sunday
Sunday School & Nursery at 10 am 
Service.

STRABANE UNITED CHURCH 
1565 Brock oad, (Brock d & 8th 
Concession West) Freelton, ON
L0  1K0

Community 
Events
At the Puslinch Pioneer, we like to 
promote community events and we ask 
for your co-operation in keeping them 
under the 50 word count so we can 
accommodate as many as possible.   f 
your event is taking place outside of 
Puslinch, or is a for-pro t venture, 
there is a $25 charge for the listing.

SUNRISE NEW PROGRAM
Equine Assisted Learning ( EAL)  
Program o ers on ground-work with 
horses to positively impact  mental 
,emotional and physical well-being,in 
a beautiful country setting . This is a 
fun and uplifting experience,working 
with trained therapy horses ,through 
di erent exercises. Suitable  for Front 
Line and Essential workers on the 
same shift, families from the same 
households ,children 12 and over ,and
others impacted by the constraints of  
the pandemic .All strict protocols in 
place and lots of open space to enjoy.
Contact :Suzy Bender ,Certi ed 
EAL Facilitator at suzy@sunrise-
therapeutic.ca or Lynne O’Brien, 
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  NOTARY PUBLIC
(Retired Lawyer)

 Joe   519 823-2578

Advertising Rates: Contact Dianne Churcher (519) 763-6564 or advertising@puslinchpioneer.ca.

HEAVY TRUCK & PASSENGER & LIGHT
FARM TIRES TRUCK TIRES
SALES & SERVICE 

Nicholas Beaver Road 519 763-7630

                               Sue Gray
                                                Independent Sales Consultant
                                           www.susangray.norwex.biz

                                            519-829-4008

ABERFOYLE TRUCK 
Lube & Alignment 

7 Tawse Place, Guelph
519 836-3700

Executive Director 519-837-0558 
Ext.31

Community
Announcements
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS 
OF GUELPH 
Learn to be a kid again! Volunteer 
mentors needed for local children. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph has 
ve programs with varying levels of 

time commitment. ave a one-to-one 
friendship or assist with a group of 
children on the waiting list.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph at 
(519) 824-5154, email info@bbbsg.
ca or visit us online at www.bbbsg.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR ARKELL 
UNITED CHURCH 
Contact Melanie ardie at (519) 823-
3390 or email melabj@rogers.com.

BOOKING AGENT FOR THE 
BADENOCH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
Inquiries call  519-822-5232.

BOOKING AGENT FOR DUFF’S 
CHURCH
Contact the church o ce at 519-763-
1163 or email o ce@du schurch.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR 
EBENEZER UNITED CHURCH 
Contact David Wheeler (416) 569-
4834 or david@wheelerburns.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR 
FREELTON UNITED CHURCH
Contact ay McConachie at 905-659-
3033 or email rayjo1819@hotmail.ca.

BOOKING AGENT FOR THE 
OPTIMIST RECREATION 
CENTRE AND PUSLINCH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Call (519) 763-1226 or email rentals@
puslinch.ca

CROWN CEMETERY PUSLINCH 
Crown Cemetery Puslinch is located 
north of Morriston at Brock oad 

and ighway 401. It is a non-
pro t cemetery operated by a 
volunteer board of managers and a 
secretary/treasurer.  We welcome all 
denominations for burials. For more 
information please visit our website 
at www.crowncemetery.ca or contact 
Darlene arrietha at (519) 822-0874 
or email darleneharrietha@gmail.com.

THE FRIENDS OF MILL CREEK 
Meet at the Puslinch Community Centre 
at 3:30 pm. on the third Wednesday 
of every month (except August).  If 
you share our passion for protecting 
this precious resource for future 
generations and in developing the next 
generation of conservationists, join 
us. For more information http://www.
friendsofmillcreek.org

THE MILL CREEK 
SUBWATERSHED
COMMUNITY LIAISON TEAM  

olds its monthly meetings the second 
last Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM 
at the Community Centre in Aberfoyle.  
The public is invited.

OPTIMIST CLUB OF PUSLINCH
Is one of the most active clubs in the 
township. Our focus is youth. We meet 
on the 2nd (general meeting) and 
4th (dinner meeting) Tuesday of each 
month except during July and August.
If you wish to become a member please 
visit www.optimistclubofpuslinch.com 
and ll out an application or call Ken 
at 519-763-0309 or contact any club 
member.

OPP. 
If you have a concern about a police 
matter, please phone 1-888-310-1122 
and request to meet an OPP o cer at 
the Puslinch Township o ce.

PARENT-CHILD PLACE 
Is a free drop-in program for parents 
and caregivers with children birth to 
6 years, running September -June. 
It runs on Tuesdays at the Puslinch 
Community Centre from 9:30-11:30 
and includes play, snack, art activities 
and circle time. If school buses 
cancelled and centre closed, there’s no 
program.

PUSLINCH  FIDDLE  GROUP 
Meets  the   3rd   Sunday of  each   month  
(except July, August and December) at 
Du ’s Church, Nanson all, from 1 - 4 
pm. Come out and bring your ddle, 
guitar, etc. and join in some good old 
ddle music.

For more information, please call Paul 
McDonald (519)763-9764. Please 
remember the theme is “OLD TIME 
COUNT Y FIDDLE.” 

PUSLINCH  LOAN  CUPBOARD 
HOME  HEALTH  CARE  
EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
is   located   in   Du ’s   Presbyterian 
Church. 
For assistance call: 
Gary Will           (519) 763-3958
Fred Law                    (519) 767-2462
Dianne ersey            (519) 824-6304
Carolyn Vandenheuvel (226) 962-1173

THE ROTARY CLUB OF GUELPH 
SOUTH
Meets every Thursday for breakfast 
at the Spring eld Golf and                                                                                                                                             
Country Club, 2054 Gordon Street, 
Guelph at 7:30 am. Check out www.
rotary7080.org/guelphsouth for more 
information.  Contact Celia Clark for 
membership inquiries: (519-766-1097)

METAL RECYCLING BIN – 
SUNRISE FARM (6920 Conc. 1, 
Puslinch)
Drop o  ‘unwanted’ metals, e.g. 
stainless steel, aluminum, copper, tin 
cans, wire, metal rods, fencing etc. 
in the ‘Gerdau Ameristeel’ recycling 
bin situated in our parking lot. We 
appreciate your support.  For more 
info, contact Lynne O’Brien  Sunrise  
(519) 837-0558 x31.

Donors Circle
Ken & Audrey Gunson
Walter ull



WELDING, FABRICATION AND REPAIR SERVICES
CERTIFIED - MICHAEL VIOL (519) 837-0424

www.abermormanufacturing.ca

ABERMOR
M A N U F A C T U R I N G

Michael’s Mobile Truck & Trailer
Repair Inc

Dave’s Home Improvements
Repair Work - Aluminum & Vinyl

Installations   519-835-4018

 A Change of Pace
RESTAURANT

Hwy #6 -- South of 401, Morriston Plaza
519 767-9987

ABERFOYLE TRUCK LUBE, 
REPAIR AND SALES
7 Tawse Place, Guelph

519 836-3700

WHERE IS JACK?
Vinyl Windows & Siding Specialists

Since 1976 www.whereisjack.ca
Jack’s Aluminum Ltd     519 822-5000
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
BACKHOE - LOADER SERVICES

Frank’s Small Engine Repair

                  

BUILDING AND 
LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

500 Maltby Road Guelph, ON (519) 780-0400(519) 780-0400

Hayden’s Property Maintenance Ltd.
Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting

PROFESSIONAL LAWN & GARDEN CARE
    Tel: 519-823-2188   

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

Kathy Kinzie R.M.T.
519 651-0401
967 Townline Rd. Puslinch      

   519-763-1233
NORMIK MECHANICAL INC.

Heating & Cooling
Trane TM Heating & Cooling Equipment

Ronald A. Oosterveld   5  

   
   

Full Service Automotive Repairs 
30 Hayes Avenue                         

Guelph, ON  N1E 5V5
519 821-8880     www.vinniesmr xit.com

.COM

Repaint • Restorate • Renovate • Rebuild      
           Puslinch     519-822-2324    

Village Family Restaurant
              30 Brock Rd.,  Aberfoyle
                 
                  4

SUNRISE     
    

   
www.sunrise-therapeutic.ca

    
                 SHIRLEY ANNE NOWELL RRPr
                  

                   
                 

                 

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

               Chickadee Christmas Trees
              6639 Wellington Rd 34

            519 654-2029
                  www.chickadeechristmastrees.ca

speedwaytrailers.com    519-835-1070

Ball Exteriors Ltd.
Siding, Eaves Trough, Windows & Doors

Soffit, Fascia, Sun Tunnels, Railings
Free Estimates. Greg Bowles 519-841-0727

Electrical wiring and maintenance of new
re iden al  addi on  and reno a on

commercial  and olar ro ect  
 519-767-0768

 info@dallsonselectric.com

DIGITIZE
YOUR OLD PHOTOS, FILMS, VIDEOS, SLIDES

WITH FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY IN PUSLINCH
WWW.DESCRIPTIVESCANNING.CA

833-722-6464

General landscape                                                                      
 & hardscape, landscape
 lighting, interlocking 
 stones, fence repair, 
 maintenance

www.greenorder.ca    email greenorder@yahoo.ca 
1-866-475-5259 or 519-722-0067

Phipps Photo Management
Organizing & Managing your Photos and Memorabilia

www.phippsphotomanagement.com
Guelph, Puslinch & Area

   416-317-3713       maria.phipps@icloud.com

Mast Works
Your Dirt/Gravel Moving Guys

519-827-4042

CatNap Cottages
Setting new standards in cat boarding

Large private suites with windows
www.catnapcottages.ca 519 766-0511

ABERFOYLE FARMERS’ MARKET

Foods you love ... Farmers you know!

Due to circumstances surrounding COVID-19, 
we are closed for the 2020 Season.

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 
to see how you can continue to support 

our local vendors!

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564
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