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The spirit of the season

By Anne Day

While many celebrate this season – be it Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Yule, Epiphany, for some families, it’s 
not the season to be jolly.   

Perhaps they’ve lost a loved one and are remembering 
times past when they were all together or someone within 
their family has a terminal illness. Maybe it’s the heartfelt 
chaos of wading through a messy divorce and the family 
is split.

And then there is just the cost of the holiday season.  
Families are often struggling day to day to cover expenses, 
never mind buying gifts for their children.  

We also have an epidemic of loneliness, with people feeling 
isolated and alone.  

Now that I’ve totally depressed you, the good news is we 

family and individuals we all have it in our power to step 
up, step forward and do something for someone else this 
season. 

It doesn’t have to be a big thing, perhaps just popping in to

visit a senior, or making cookies for someone who is 
housebound.

Maybe there is someone you’ve lost touch with, why not 
reach out and call. You will make their day, just knowing 
that someone cares.

Our gifts to each other don’t have to be expensive or exotic.  

food costs.

It’s also an opportunity to teach our children about kindness 
and giving back.  I remember when my daughters were 
young, we purchased a goat through World Vision.  They 

of other children far away.

Closer to home there are plenty of good causes that 

volunteering.

well as others. 
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Editorial
There is a distinct theme in this issue of the Pioneer, from our cover 

encouraging you to support.

While we recognize that “charity begins at home” and many are struggling 
to make ends meet, there are still ways we can support each other.

We thank Mayor Seeley for his update and appreciate the work of the 
Council, especially in looking out for the best interest of the Township.

As someone who doesn’t have a green thumb, the article on managing 
your indoor plants is insightful – I fall into the “overwatering” category.  
Hopefully you learn more too.

everyone a happy New Year.   2025 marks the 175th anniversary of the 
Township of Puslinch, a community we can be proud of. 

Our thanks to all the volunteers, the writers and the advertisers, without 
whom we would not be able to publish the Puslinch Pioneer.

We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.

Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/ThePuslinchPioneer/
 
Follow us on LinkedIn.  https://www.linkedin.com/company/puslinch-
pioneer/?viewAsMember=true

Our  Mission
The Puslinch Pioneer is a monthly 
publication produced by local volunteers 
to provide an authentic source of local 
information within the community events 
and groups.

Publishing Policy

The Puslinch Pioneer does not necessarily 
endorse the opinions expressed in articles 
or Letters to the Editor. 

We reserve the right to edit articles or 
to refuse items and advertisements  
submitted that are deemed inappropriate, 
racist or promoting hate. 
 
Deadline

Unless otherwise stated, the deadline for 
submissions is the 2nd Friday of month. 
Next deadline is Friday, January 10th, 
2025

Letter to editor 

Letters to the editor should include phone 
number and articles should be submitted 
by email to editorpuslinchpioneer@gmail.
com 

Board

Chair, Karen Harding      519 820 8114
karenpublishpioneer@gmail.com

Editor, Anne Day            519 767 9383
editorpuslinchpioneer@gmail.com

Advertising and Sales – Dianne Churcher                                                          
                          519 763 6564
Advertisingpuslinchpioneer@gmail.com 

Church/Community Notices & Circulation  
Stella O’Krafka              519 658-4767
stellao.pioneer@gmail.com 

Barbara Bulmer, Barbara Chillingsworth,
Josie Facca.

Ten issues are published a year and 
distributed free of charge throughout 
Puslinch. 
 
www.puslinchpioneer.com 

Annual subscription rate $50. Forward 
request and payment to 29 Brock Road 
South, Puslinch, ON  N0B 2J0

Printed by Ampersand Printing
©Puslinch Pioneer 
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TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH  

                (519) 763-1226

Council and Committee Meetings  
(519) 763-1226
Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting: 
December 2nd at 1pm
Youth Advisory Committee Meeting:  
December 2nd at 6pm
Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting:
December 3rd at 7pm
Committee of Adjustment and Planning and 
Development Advisory Committee 
Meeting:  December 10th at 7pm
Council Meeting:  December 18th at 10am
Public Information Meeting:  December 
18th at 7pm
Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting:  
January 13th at 1pm
Joint Youth Advisory Committee and Recre-
ation Advisory Committee Meeting:  
January 13th at 6pm
Committee of Adjustment and Planning and 
Development Advisory Committee 
Meeting:  January 14th at 7pm
Council Meeting - Updated Capital and Op-
erating Budget:  January 15th at 10am
Council Meeting:  January 22nd at 1am
Proposed Budget Public Information Meet-
ing:  January 22nd at 7pm
Please check the Council Calendar at 
https://puslinch.ca/calendar/ as meetings 
may be subject to change.

Library Hours   (519) 763-8026
For current hours and services, please call 
Puslinch Branch at 519.763.8026 or visit us 
online at www.wellington.ca/Library. 

Optimist Recreation Centre
Drop-In Gym Times

Drop-In Gym Times.  Parent and Tot 
- Wednesdays 9am-11am and Youth - 
Thursdays 4pm-5pm.  All Drop-In Gym 
times require supervision by a parent or 
guardian.

The Optimist Recreation Centre Rink will be 
closed as of November 1, 2024, at which 

surface for the 2024/2025 ice skating 
season.  To view our facility calendar, and 
our 2024/2025 Skating Schedule, please 
visit our Community Facilities page https://
puslinch.ca/culture-recreation/community-
facilities/ or email services@puslinch.ca. 

Looking for a facility to host indoor 
recreation activities?  Consider renting the 
Optimist Recreation Centre Gymnasium.  
To submit a rental request for the Optimist 
Recreation Centre gymnasium or rink, 
please complete the online facility rental 
request form at https://puslinch.ca/forms/
rental-request-form/. 

Historical Society Archives
Saturdays  12 noon - 3 pm or for  appoint-
ment email ardyne.farm@sympatico.ca or 
519-822-8559. 
WDG COVID restrictions apply.

Waste Facility     (519) 837-2601
Open Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
8 am - 4 pm. Located at 6922 Concession 
#4 between County Rd.#35 and Hanlon 
(Hwy #6)

Council Clips
Lower Speed Limits:  
New speed limits proposed for 60 
percent of Puslinch roads and a speed 
camera in Aberfoyle.  

Licenced Day Care:  
County working with Township 
on getting a childcare centre that 

Without land to build facility, Puslinch 
continues to lack licenced care.

Highway 6 Spill Site Groundwater 
Contamination:  
Council considers involving 
Ombudsman on how several 
ministries handled local groundwater 
contamination and its impact summer 
2023 in the hamlet of Puslinch. 
 
Updated report has determined a 
chemical spill has caused smelly 
water.

Hwy 6/Concession 1:  
Council proposes to close Concession 
1 where it intersects Highway 6 

Drivers would take Leslie Road 
intersection.

Puslinch Soccer Club: 
Shed at Badenoch Soccer Field 

soccer club’s equipment contained in 
shed.  

6678 Wellington Road 34:  
Environmental Compliance Approval 
issued for a waste disposal site to 
be used for processing of excess soil 
including liquid soil.  

Neighbourhood Safety:  

information session hosted by the 
OPP on the issue of neighbourhood 
safety and be open to the general 
public.
  
Seniors Advisory Committee:  
Engagement report be received and 

the Recreation Committee to include a 
wellness and mental health mandate 
geared towards seniors.

Full-Time Employee:  

new position dedicated to committee 
coordination, subject to Council’s 

Potential Tunnel under the 401:  

motion regarding the Premier’s 

announcement of conducting a 
feasibility study for a potential tunnel 
under Hwy 401.

Youth Advisory Committee:  
Committee request Council consider 
a budget item to sponsor a start-up 
youth tennis program.

New Horizons for Seniors 
Program/Grant: 

for initiatives led by seniors, for 
seniors, in their communities; 
available to community recreational 
groups.  

Agricultural Workforce Equity 
and Diversity Initiative:  
Helps minority groups start and grow 
businesses in the agri-food sector.

Boreham Park Tree Planting:  
Township to order 100 trees from 
Green Legacy Program and to 
organize Tree Planting Ceremony with 
Aberfoyle Public School and Youth 
Advisory Committee.

Heritage Plaque Program:  

and consider properties along the 
streetscape in the downtown areas 
of Morriston, Aberfoyle and Arkell be 
prioritized.

Killean School Bell Cairn:  
Heritage Committee recommend that 
bell be used as a centerpiece of a 
commemorative cairn located at the 
PCC grounds and provide comments 
with respect to design.  

Blue Triton leaving

It was announced on November 11 
that Blue Triton is winding down its 
operations in Ontario.

Mayor Seeley said “Blue Triton was a 
great corporate citizen, contributed to 
our local community groups and the 
Township. They were the 3rd highest 
tax payer in Wellington County 
employing approximately 200 people.
 
The loss of those jobs is a terrible 
situation for many families. Wellington 
County Economic Development 
department is in touch with Blue 
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Family Activity 

By Julia Preston

December and January are times 
of celebration. We mark the end of 
another year and beginning of the 
next. Take a minute to celebrate 
yourself and all of the things you have 
done this year. 

Simple accomplishments like spending 
time with family and friends, being 
outside, and enjoying nature bring 
meaning to our daily lives. Celebrate 
the special moments, big and small.

Celebrate

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Yule, Epiphany. 
Whatever you celebrate, have part 
of your festivities outside. Mark the 

with treats for the birds and squirrels, 
or have an outdoor sing-a-long.

Hike of the month
Light is a feature of many of the 
celebrations this time of year. But 

hike. 

highlights of the past year or what 

you’re most looking forward to in 
2025. Celebrate everything that has 
happened and everything that is to 
come.

I wish you all the best during this 
special season.

Holiday Market at 

Come for festive holiday shopping 

in our barrier-free schoolhouse, all 
from local vendors. 

Our own honey, maple syrup, seeds 
and special once-a year items will be 
available for sale, too. 

Be sure to set aside time to go for a 
walk to visit the animals or hike one 
of our wooded trails before or after 
you shop.

Sunday December 8 from 10 am to 
2pm

For more information contact Scott 
or (519) 824-

7898.

Historic Holiday 
On-Farm Dinner
Begin the evening at dusk (5:15 pm) 
and carry your lantern on a guided 
holiday walking tour.

Visit three of our historic buildings: 
the Prophet House log cabin (1845), 
the old barn (1840) and Dove House 
(1864). 

Each will be beautifully decorated for 

from our farm, with a few seasonal 
morsels along the way. 

schoolhouse, where Chef Matthew 

meal made with ingredients grown 
and foraged on our property.

Friday December 13th at 5:15pm. 
Dinner at 6:30 pm.

$95 per person includes walking tour, 
snacks, four course plated meal and 
one glass of local wine or beer per 
person.

Tickets available through Eventbrite 

ht tps : / /www.eventb r i t e . ca /e/
historic-holiday-on-farm-dinner-
tickets-1044229036157 
 
*Guests may choose to walk or drive 
their own vehicle to each location.

Much has been written of late about 

too close to Puslinch. 

As a result, the Eradicating Human 

Clubs in Guelph has launched a 
quarterly newsletter, , 
to provide information, updates and 
resources.

and the next one will be in February.

If you wish to receive a copy, email 
cwomen.admin@gmail.com and you 
will be added to the electronic list.

Call us today to book your:
Carpet Cleaning 
Area Rug Cleaning 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 
Upholstery Cleaning
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Just one 
complaint…

And Mary Rife has had to close down 
her bike repair service.

Someone complained to Guelph’s By 
Law Enforcement that she was inter-
vening three bylaws. 

A resident of Arkell, who we have pro-
 

bikes for the past 14 years.

It’s not a business, but an enterprise 
through which she donates all the 
funds to charity.

Last year alone she raised $25,000 
through her endeavours and repaired 
over 299 bikes.

She has applied for a minor variance 
so she can continue her service.  

Stay tuned and we will let you know 
the outcome. 

PS. Mary Rife gets to continue her 
bike repair hobby and is allowed to 

refunded that she’d paid for the by-
law variance.  The City received over 
120 letters of support.

Great Stocking 

that supports those facing food inse-
curity?

Look no further with Souper Heroes – 
a tasty fundraiser of the SEED.  Also 
makes a great hostess gift.

The SEED Warehouse, based in 
Guelph, accepts deliveries of food do-
nated by Second Harvest and famers 
locally and then distributes it to other 
agencies serving food.

At the SEED kitchen, leftover food 
is transformed into edible meals for 
others.

Souper Heroes sells for $7 and can be 
ordered through 

https://theseedguelph.ca/what-we-
do/souper-heroes/
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Includes:

All Inclusive
No Extra Fees

or Hidden Charges
Taylor Young

CREMATION
$1985+HST
If prearranged  
and prepaid by 

December 31, 2024

Includes: 
• Transfer of deceased from place of death to crematorium (within 100km) 

• Identification of deceased at funeral home if requested before transfer to crematorium 

• Coroner and death registration fee    • Cremation casket     • Cremation fee 

• Container to hold cremated remains ~ urn not required 

• Holding of cremated remains at funeral home until final disposition is arranged 

• Procurement of all legal documentation   • Unlimited copies of death certificate 

• Notification of CPP/OAS or other agencies; Filing of CPP death benefit  

   and survivor benefit forms 

• Memorial tree for Wall-Custance Memorial Forest - 400 acre Arboretum at the  

   University of Guelph 
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Adopt a family

The Adopt-A-Family Program of 
the Children’s Foundation connects 
families who need support during the 
holiday season with donors who give 
the gift of hope and joy by shopping 
for tangible gifts and grocery-needs 
cards. 

Families are referred to the program 
by social-community agencies in 
Guelph and Wellington County.

While Adopt-A-Family was originally a 
Christmas holiday program, it is open 
to families of all backgrounds and 
traditions to meet their needs and 
wishes.

With the jolly determination of 

community workers, and donors, 

we bring hope and joy home for the 
holidays for children, youth, and 
families in the community!

The Adopt-A-Family team of elves 
is in full swing with nearly 1,300 
families already referred by social-
community agencies to receive 
support this holiday season.

Thank you so much for giving the gift 
of hope and joy to children and their 
families in the past through Adopt-A-
Family. 

We could not meet the growing need 
in our community without special 
donors like you and we hope you’ll 
consider helping us again this year?

Right now, we have 495 families 
waiting to be ‘matched’!

Donors can shop and support a 
‘matched’ family or independent 
youth, or you can make a cash 
donation that we can use to purchase 
gift and grocery cards. Click below 
https://www.childrensfoundation.
org/what-we-do/adopt-a-family 
to learn more, sign-up now to be 
‘matched’, or make a cash donation.

Thank you 

By Anne Day

The Winter Clothing Collection for the 
Clothing Closet was a huge success, 

and keeping warm over the winter 
months.

This campaign of the Rotary Club of 
Guelph Trillium, now in its third year, 

city – Guelph Public Library, K Dry 
Cleaning, Sealy Karate Centre and the 
Original Home Furniture Store.
  
Our thanks to these organizations for 
lending their space for the collection 
bins.

Located at New Life Church, 400 Vic-
toria Road N, Guelph, The Clothing 
Closet provides free clothing items 
and is open Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day from 9-2.30 and on Thursday at 
9.30-12.00 and 5.00-6.30.
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DESIGN YOUR OWN
QUALITY  CUSTOM
FURNITURE

WE OFFER 
COMPLIMENTARY IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION

DESIGN IT IN STORE WITH FAST CUSTOM ORDER TIMES

CHOOSE YOUR COLOURS, FINISHES & FABRICS

Palliser

Canadel

La-z-boy Durham

Amisco

Decor Rest
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Message from the 
Mayor

I’d like to take a moment to share 
updates on both the progress we’ve 
made and the challenges we continue 
to face in our Township. 

While we have much to be proud 
of, there are also important issues 
we must address together as a 
community.

Puslinch Community Centre 

The renovations to the PCC grounds 
are nearly complete, and it’s exciting 
to see the transformation. While there 
has been some debate about the 
new islands installed, I’ve received 
overwhelmingly positive feedback 
about the facility overall. The newly lit 

updated tennis courts.

It’s incredibly rewarding to drive 
by and see the facility buzzing with 
activity—children enjoying the new 
play structure, as well as folks playing 
soccer, tennis, and baseball. The front 
parking lot has also been repaved, 
making access easier for all. As of 
now, the light standards are still to be 
installed, but they are expected to go 
up soon!!

Boreham Park

In addition to the PCC, I’m pleased 
to announce that Boreham Park, 
located on Boreham Dr. in Arkell, is 

also complete. This park features a 
new play structure similar to the one 
at the PCC, along with shade shelter 
areas, a basketball court, and plenty 
of green space for everyone to enjoy. 
I encourage you to visit and make the 
most of this wonderful community 
resource.

Aggregate

The Auditor General’s “Value for 
Money Audit: Management of 
Aggregate Resources,” released 
in December 2023, highlighted 

Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 
and their lack of enforcement in the 
aggregate industry. 

experience with these issues, 

violations. To date, the MNR has not 
addressed these concerns, although 
they have indicated that our feedback 
will inform their future inspections.

In addition to ongoing non-
compliance, we’re also seeing non-
aggregate activities occurring within 
provincially licensed aggregate 
operations in Puslinch. 

These activities, which have not been 
approved, continue to be permitted 
despite our repeated requests for 
enforcement. The Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) has stated that the 

importance to Ontario,” overriding 
local concerns.

One of the most troubling 
developments is the MNR’s approval 

within an active aggregate site in 
Puslinch. This approval was granted 
without any consultation with our 
Municipality.

The operator, having surrendered 
most of their aggregate license, has 
claimed that there is still usable 
resource left at the site—though it 

farming. 

This is particularly concerning given 
that this aquaculture operation is 
located at a site nearly exhausted of 
aggregate resources, and it seems the 

operator is exploiting the protections 

Act to continue operations.

What’s even more troubling is the 
Province’s apparent stance that 
once an aggregate license is issued, 
any activity deemed “important to 
Ontario” can be accommodated within 
the licensed area—without public 
input or local municipal review. 

This approach exposes our 
community’s drinking water aquifers 
to potential risks, as aggregate 
operators are increasingly using these 
areas for non-aggregate purposes, 
with the MNR facilitating their actions.

General’s report, how can we have 

prioritize the safety of our drinking 

industry?

Budget

the budget process for 2025. We 
welcome your input and encourage 
you to share your comments and 
suggestions regarding the upcoming 

adopted in late February or early 
March.

The Township has implemented a new 

demand for soil disposal, particularly 
given our proximity to rapidly 
expanding urban centres. If you plan 

519-763-1226 for guidance.

Be cautious, as some individuals may 
make misleading claims to encourage 

These representations may not always 
be accurate. 

advise you to check with the Township 
to ensure the information is correct. 

land, you are responsible for it.

Have a safe and happy holiday season.
  
James Seeley
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High Histamine?

By Dr Laura M. Brown, ND

Histamine release is part of the 
immune response to a foreign protein.
 

one area of the body and include itchy 
skin, low blood pressure, increased 
heart rate, changes in blood vessel 

Some of these bodily changes result 
in sneezing, nasal congestion and 
runny nose. 
 
If the immune reaction is severe, it 
causes anaphylaxis, which is a body 
wide, life threatening over production 
of histamine. 

Some people don’t have enough of 
the enzyme needed to break down 
histamine and clear it out the body. 
This enzyme is called diamine oxidase 
(DAO). 

DAO is produced in the wall of the 
intestine so gut health can play a big 
role in how much is produced. 

Overgrowth of some bacteria and 
yeast in the gut may lead to higher 
histamine production. 

Gut healing protocols to remove or 
rebalance the microbiome, repair 
the gut lining and re-inoculate with 
healthy bacteria are often helpful in 
reduction of histamine. 
 

intolerance becomes very pronounced 
when estrogen levels are high, as it 
stimulates histamine. 

Botanical hormone modulators may 
be of assistance. 

Research also shows there might well 
be a crossover with some long COVID 
cases whereby mast cells have gone 
into overdrive and histamine is 
exceptionally high. 

may provide some relief. 

Certain foods and drinks – such as 

and so prevent it from doing its job. 

Histamine levels rise in foods as they 
ripen or age, so it’s important to eat 
foods which are as fresh as possible. 

The foods that contain high histamine 
levels are also ones that have been 
altered through preservation or 
processing.

Antihistamine medications don’t 
actually remove histamine – they just 
block the receptors. 

Over time, the body will actually 
pump out more histamine as it will be 
tricked into thinking it’s not making 
enough. 

Intense exercise can produce more 
histamine and aggravate an already 
high histamine level.

Stress management plays a role as 
does mindful eating, and consider 
doing gentle movement such as 
walking, swimming, yoga or Pilates to 

This article is for information purposes 
only and is not medical advice.

more details on any aspect, feel free to 
ask drlaura@southendguelph.ca

Messiah 
performance

As an antidote to the December “rush” 
The Guelph Chamber Choir invites 
you to join them in the beautiful 
surroundings of the Guelph Basilica 
for an evening of Handel’s “Messiah” 
with baroque orchestra and a stellar 
lineup of soloists.

Emerging Artist, Autumn Debassige, 
as our Alto soloist; long-time friend of 
GCC, Daniel Lichti singing Bass; the 
return of Soprano Elizabeth Lepock; 
and rising star, Tenor soloist, Wesley 
Harrison. We sold out the Basilica last 
year. 

Get your tickets early!

Basilica of Our Lady, Guelph
28 Norfolk St, Guelph
 
December 20, 7.30pm 
 
Tickets range from $45/$40 for 
adults/seniors and $15/$10 for young 
adult/youth.

To purchase tickets, go to www.
guelphchamberchoir.ca
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www.wellington.ca/sws  |  519.837.2601  |  1.866.899.0248

Alternate formats available upon request.
OM Official Mark of The Corporation of the County of Wellington

Waste Facility and 

Collection Holiday 

Changes

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE FROM SOLID WASTE SERVICES

Natural Tree Collection

Natural trees will be collected in urban areas only 
during the week of January 6. Please have trees 
out by 7:00 am on Monday. However, please 
note it may not be collected until later that week.  
We thank you for your patience. 

Natural trees will be accepted free  
of charge at all County waste facilities 
December 27 to January 31 during 
regular operating hours. 

A number of service clubs and 
organizations will also be providing 
curbside collection of natural 
Christmas trees. These collections occur in 
various locations across the County.

Please visit wellington.ca/sws-dropoff  
for information on these programmes.

CLOSURES 

All waste facilities scheduled to be open on 

Tuesday, December 24, and Tuesday December 

31, will close at 2:00 pm.

All County of Wellington waste facilities will be 

closed on Wednesday, December 25, Thursday 

December 26, and Wednesday, January 1. 

CURBSIDE COLLECTION 

Regular scheduled collection will take place 

on Thursday, December 26.

All curbside collection scheduled for 

Wednesday, January 1 will be postponed to 

Saturday, January 4.
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The boomers went 
to high school
By Marjorie Clark

About 1960, the Puslinch Boomers 
caught the buses to “High School’, 
as we called secondary school then, 
in Guelph, where they encountered 
unfamiliar things. 

Like lockers and combination locks, 

vintage, and mounds of homework. 
 
In primary school, everything had 
been supplied by the local school 
board. 

In high school or secondary school, 
parents or students themselves 
bought both notebooks and textbooks, 
as well as locks and gym suits, a 
considerable expense if a family had 
several children in school.

No institution in our society was 
prepared for the onslaught of that 

On the buses to High School, some 
students sat three in a seat, meaning 

that the inner two were crushed 
against the window, while the third, 
perched on a slice of the edge, and 
while cradling books on her knee, 
hung over the aisle.  

It would have been more comfortable 

Most of us survived, at least for a few 
years. Pupils were allowed to leave 
school at age 16, and some did. 

Some completed the requirements 
for teaching or nursing.  A very 
few continued to university.  Most 
launched from secondary school into 
the world of work.

Today, all of my core group at 
Morriston, Kaye Stewart, Helen Crow, 
Ken Macpherson and Lorraine Tanner 
have gone from this physical world, 
leaving me only.

Solstice Lantern 
Labyrinth Walk
Mark the longest night of the year 
with a quiet candlelight experience. 

When you arrive, you will be given a 
brief introduction to the labyrinth and 

a lantern to carry. 

Then follow the path lit by vintage 
kerosene lanterns up to the labyrinth 
for a meditative walk at your own 
pace. 

This is the perfect time to consider 
Advent themes of light and darkness, 
or mark the end of the old year and 
beginning of  the new. 

Because it is all outdoors, be sure to 
dress for the weather. Sturdy foot-
wear is also recommended.

Saturday December 21 from 5:00-
7:00 pm

Parking in the large Conference Hall 
parking lot.

No registration required.

Suggested donation $10.00 per per-

cash or e-transfer accounting[at]
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www.aberfoyleantiquemarket.com         519-763-1077

Regular Sunday Market Days: 
Sunday April 28 to Sunday October 27
(Sundays only!) 8am–4pm, $5 admission, rain or shine

Don Davidson
M.O.E. #6013

Phone: 519-822-3039
Fax: 519-837-9811

4614 Sideroad 12 N.
Puslinch, ON  N0B 2J0

DON’T GAMBLE - CALL CAMPBELL

(519) 822-1521 or
1-877-818-7295, Toll Free
campbellspt@rogers.com

www.campbellsportables.ca

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING  
& PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS

CAMPBELL’S SANITATION

FERRA FLOORING LTD.
AARON FERRACCIOLI, Sales Manager

322 York Road, Guelph, Ontario N1E 3G5
  (519) 821-1850   Fax (519) 821-3496

Property Maintenance

Backhoe - Loader Services
Ideal for small areas

Custom Digging - Trenching - Augering
Landscaping - Retaining Walls - Fencing

                      
                                              Mike (519) 831-1808  

FROST 
ELECTRICFE

JOHN FROST  Master Electrician
Electrical Contractor/Owner      ESA/ECRA Licence #7014426

519-829-5105
frostelectric.ca      john@frostelectric.ca
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Trees for Tots

Trees for Tots is a tree collection 
service in Guelph, the Township of 
Puslinch, and the Village of Rock-
wood. 

For a suggested minimum contribu-
tion of $15, you can register your tree 
to be collected by one of our volun-
teers. 

Trees are collected, chipped, and re-
turned to nature through walking 
trails, and other community projects.

Thanks to incredible community sup-
port, Trees for Tots 2024 collected 
over 3,600 and over $93,000!

Tax receipts are issued for $10 less 
than the full amount paid due to the 
CRA’s guidelines regarding the “ad-

In the case of our tree pickup service, 
the CRA considers the tree collection 
as an advantage folks receive in re-
lation to their donation. Example: A 
$30 payment will receive a $20 dona-
tion tax receipt. 

This advantage is valued at $10, 
which aligns with the fee charged by 
the City of Guelph for residents drop-

facility.

Trees for Tots was selected as the 
recipient for the Environment Award 
through the 2023 GuelphToday Com-
munity Builder Awards! 

The Environment Award is presented 
to an organization who has had a 
positive impact on our environment. 

Thank you to our community, spon-
sors, volunteers and partners for 
helping us.

To learn more, check the website or
treesfortots@childrensfoundation.
org.

Rural Water 
Program
The County of Wellington is pleased to 

for the Wellington Rural Water Quality 

years. 

The announcement comes as 
the County and the Grand River 
Conservation Authority (GRCA) launch 
a digital marketing campaign that 
celebrates 25 years of RWQP projects 
and successes.

The Wellington RWQP provides 

Wellington County farmers and rural 
landowners who are implementing 
projects to improve and protect water 
quality throughout the area. 

The program, which is funded by 
the County and administered by the 
Grand River Conservation Authority, 
was originally launched in 1999 after 
recognizing the many environmental 

from supporting voluntary action in 
the agriculture community.

Over the past 25 years, the Wellington 
RWQP has awarded $11 million in 
grants, supporting nearly 4,000 
projects. 

An additional $19 million in landowner 
investments has also been leveraged, 
for a total investment of $30 million 
towards watershed improvement 
projects in the region.

Wellington RWQP successes 
include:

• Planting 1 million trees, 
including  250 km  of windbreaks 
and 76 km of stream and wetland 

• Decommissioning 622 old 
water wells and upgrading 658 
wells to protect groundwater.

• Completing 115 fencing 
projects to help restrict 
livestock from watercourses, 

stabilize banks along 50 km of 
water.

• Supporting 236 farms 
introduce cover crops to their 
rotation, protecting 14,500 
acres of cropland from erosion 
over the winter.

• Improving 206 manure 
storage facilities to manage 

winter spreading.

The Wellington RWQP’s long standing 
grant program has allowed the Grand 
River, Credit Valley, Maitland Valley, 
Saugeen, Halton, and the Hamilton 
Conservation Authorities to work 
directly with farmers to meet the 
long-term needs and goals of their 
properties. 

To learn more about the Wellington 
RWQP or inquire about funding to 
start a project, please contact your 
local Conservation Authority or visit 
www.wellington.ca/rwqp.
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Specializing in
Composite Decks and 

Roof Structures 

519-822-1369
brad@justdecks.net

35 Years of Deck 
Building Experience

25 Years Selling Puslinch Real Estate!

House/Acreage • Estate Homes • Farms • Hobby Farms • Vacant Land REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC., BROKERAGE

Buying or selling?  
Call the market expert!
Call/text/email 
Dean for your FREE 
market evaluation 
519-716-4663
Dean Manton, Broker 
dean@mantonteam.com
reasonstohiredean.com 
#Deansellscountry

The real estate market is changing.  
It’s now taking a little time, creativity, the latest technology and  

old-fashioned hard work to put a sold sign on the front lawn.

It’s more important than ever to hire a Realtor with experience.  
I’ve been helping buyers and sellers in this market for 25 years!

Call me for a complimentary market evaluation and put  
Re/max and my 25 years of real estate experience to work for you!



   Puslinch Pioneer | December 2024/January 2025 | Page 17

What’s on at the 
River Run Centre?

December 13 @7.30pm

Join The Next Generation Leahy 
for a seasonal celebration. 

The group features six accomplished 
multi-instrumentalists aged 14-22, 
already renowned for their high-
energy performances delivering the 
infectious Celtic spirit that earlier 
generations have come to associate 
with the Leahy heritage. 

This performance delivers beautiful 
music and family favourites with 

Canadian step-dancing woven 
together in song.

December14 @ 7pm

Boreal’s Songs for a Snowy 
Season

Experience the magical, musical 
collaboration of three award-winning 
soloists: Tannis Slimmon, Katherine 
Wheatley, and Angie Nussey play 
together as the multi-talented trio, 
Boreal. 

Their annual celebration of wintertime 

classics and originals is a beloved 
favourite where families and friends 
gather.
 
Experience the warmth of the winter 
season through heartwarming 
melodies, spellbinding harmonies, 
and the honesty of storytelling 
through song.

December 22 @ 2.00pm and 
7.00pm

A very Charlie Brown Christmas

This heartwarming performance 
features music from the album 
performed by Adam Bowman on 
drums, Duncan Wilson on piano, and 
Tyler Wagler on bass. The jazz trio 
is accompanied by a children’s choir, 
The Kingsbury Music Singers.

January 12 @ 2.00pm

Ballet Jorgen – The Sleeping 
Beauty

Renowned for breathtaking 
choreography, stunning costumes, 
and overall exemplary productions, 
Ballet Jörgen delivers a familiar tale 
with breathtaking beauty. 

The company travels across Canada, 
bringing professional productions 
and dance education to even remote 

areas. In Guelph, local students 
perform as supporting cast.

To order tickets – go to -
www.riverrun.ca 

Aberfoyle 
Agricultural 
Society update

By Joanne Holt

A very happy holiday season to mem-
bers of the community and to our 
sponsors and donors.

We’ve crunched the numbers and we 
made it through this year again.  It’s 
amazing how much events actually 
cost. 

The online survey really does help 
our committees to put together a bet-
ter show.

We would like to invite you out to our 
board meeting held on third Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30pm at the 
Puslinch Community Centre. 

We have our annual meeting third 
Wednesday in January and if you are 
a member please come out and vote 
on our board for next year. 

Come on out and bring your ideas as 
that’s when we start planning. 

As for now we are moving ahead with 
wrapping  up  another  year  of  the 
Aberfoyle Fall Fair.

For inquiries, you can reach out to 
Aberfoyleagriculturalsociety@gmail.
com

Do you have carpet?

Upholstery? Area Rugs? Tile

and Grout? We can clean it! 

Give yourself the gift of restorative

cleaning this holiday season!
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YOUR UNIQUE
PUSLINCH PROPERTY
MY PROVEN TRACK RECORD.

ALLISON BUREAU
BROKER

ABUREAU@TRILLIUMWEST.COM
OFFICE 226.314.1600
DIRECT 519.546.7083
TRILLIUMWEST.COM

SOLD
BY ALLISON

An experienced professional  backed by brilliant
marketing and global exposure.

Selling your unique Puslinch properties since 2009 - 
Vacant Land, Custom Homes, Estate Residential, 
Rural Residential, Village Life, Modular Homes 

Let me provide the in-depth local knowledge and 
smart advice you need for one of life's biggest 
investments.

PUSLINCH IS MY HOME TOO.
TRUST YOUR LOCAL REALTOR®.

DENTAL 
IMPLANTS
Stop living with missing 

dentures. Come visit us for a 
complimentary dental implant 
consultation & all your other 
family dentistry needs.
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Minus Whatever: 
Winter Break 
Camp 

Monday, December 30, 9.00am - 
Friday, January 3, 4.00pm held at the 
Guelph Outdoor School, 733 Stone 
Road East, Guelph. 

When the gifts and food has all been 
shared, relatives have returned home, 
and parents are headed back to work, 
and it’s time for the kids to get some 
fresh air...at Guelph Outdoor School’s 
Winter Weeklong Minus Whatever.

This is a four-day session. With 
Monday & Tuesday in 2024, and 
Thursday & Friday in 2025. No Camp 
on Wednesday, January 1st (New 
Year’s Day) 

This session is about getting out and 
having fun at the end of the holidays.

• Gathering each morning and 
greeting the sun in a snowy forest

• Being outside with friends, and 
making new ones

• Classic Core Routines of nature 
connection: Tracking animals, 

• Winter Wanders and Frozen River 
hikes...if the ice is thick enough.

Minus Whatever is timeless days in 
a community that knows that fun 
and adventure are to be had in all 
weather. Child-led, adult-supervised 
and supported. 

Ages 4 - 14 with participants grouped 
according to age and stage

Sliding Scale Options available as 
always.

Check https://www.
theguelphoutdoorschool.com

National Giving 
Tuesday Support 
Hospice 
Wellington

The Kitchen Team at Hospice Wel-
lington are excited to welcome you 
to this year’s National Giving Tues-
day on December 3rd to celebrate 
and encourage the meals that are 
created for the individuals and fami-
lies in the Residence. 

There are so many special things that 
the Kitchen Team does to make resi-
dents and family members feel wel-
come:

That sweet lady in the kitchen said, I 
haven’t seen you eating much, let me 
get you a bowl of soup.

It meant so much that the team put 
together our last anniversary dinner 
to share together. 

That food was so great, I thought that 
my dad might keep visiting for break-
fast every day!

On Tuesday, December 3rd, YOU can 
be a Hospice Kitchen Champion for 
great and comforting meals. 

-
er Level and say hello … or you can 
make a donation online, at 

https://hospicewellington.akaraisin.
com/ui/GivingTuesday2024
 
Friends have always made such a dif-
ference at Hospice Wellington. 

Over 14 years ago, our friends at Bar-
zotti Woodworking donated the beau-
tiful kitchen at Hospice Wellington. 

To commemorate the 14 years of 
amazing meals, Barzotti Woodwork-

-
nancial donations! 

Their business is creating the heart of 
the home for others, and they under-

matter here!
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PHONE: (519) 821-2763  FAX: (519) 821-2770
EMAIL: info@vanharten.com 

2106 Gordon St., Guelph Ontario N1L 1G6
660 Riddell Rd., Orangeville Ontario L9W 5G5

572 Weber St. N., Unit 7, Waterloo Ontario N2L 5C6

www.vanharten.com

PHONE: (519) 821-2763  
EMAIL: info@vanharten.com 

2106 Gordon St., Guelph Ontario N1L 1G6
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     Puslinch Branch, Wellington County Library

For current hours and services, please 
call the Puslinch Branch at 519.763.8026 
or visit us online at www.wellington.ca/
Library.

Make and Take - Book Page Orna-
ment (All Ages)
Drop by and get creative with provided 
art and craft supplies. Drop in. Decem-
ber 3 to 24, during branch hours

Scavenger Hunt - Building Snow-
men (All Ages)
Dig through the stacks, wander past 
the computers, and keep an eye out 
for what might be hiding in the library! 
Drop in.
December 3 to 31, during branch hours

Creative Kids (Kids/Tweens)
Get crafty and learn new things with 
DIY, maker, and other hands-on activi-
ties just for kids. Please register. 
Wednesday, December 4 and 18 from 
3:00 - 3:45 pm

Story Time (Preschoolers)
Our Story Times are designed to help 
your child get ready for reading. Share 
stories, songs, rhymes, and activities 
aimed at developing your child’s early 
literacy skills. Adult accompaniment is 
required. Please register.Thursdays, De-
cember 5-19, 11 - 11:45 am

Cricut Creations - Scandinavian 
Holiday Tree (Teens/Adults)
Create a holiday tree using a heat trans-
fer design and decorative hand stitching. 
All material supplied. Please register.
Thursday, December 5 from 5:30-7:00 
pm

Book Club – First Friday (Adults) 
Meet with members of your community 
and join our discussion of books and 

ideas. Please register.
Friday, December 6 1-2:00 pm

Scrabble Club (Adults)
Join us for casual word building enter-
tainment! Drop in.  
Wednesday, December 11 1-3 

Dungeons and Dragons Club (Teens)
Join fellow fantasy fans to build char-
acters and explore new worlds. Please 
register. 
Thursday, December 12 from 5:30 – 
7:00 pm 

Book Club – Third Tuesday (Adults)
Meet with members of your community 
and join our discussion of books and 
ideas. Please register. 
Tuesday, December 17 from 2:00 – 
3:00 pm

Just for You from WCL
Wondering what to read, watch, or listen 

are here to help! Tell us what you love, 
and we’ll handpick a selection of titles 
for you to borrow. For more information, 
visit www.wellington.ca/JustForYou. 

While you’re waiting for Just for You se-
lections, check out this list of new books 
at the library.

Fiction

Alder-Olsen, Jussi   Locked In 
Battles, Brett          Stuart Woods’ 
                             Golden Hour
Cook, Robin      Bellevue 
Fisher, Tarryn      The Wrong Family 
Kane, Darby      What the Wife Knew
Lovesey, Peter      Against the Grain 
Pavesi, Alex      Ink Ribbon Red
Ryan, Renee      The Last Fashion 
                             House in Paris 

Sanderson, B      Wind and Truth 
Wolfe, Leslie      If I Go Missing

Non-Fiction

Balascio, April 
Raised by a Serial Killer: Discovering the 
Truth About My Father 

Chernow, Ron.  Mark Twain 

Cowley, Robert 
The Killing Season: The Autumn of 1914, 
Ypres, and the Afternoon That Cost 
Germany the War 

Hutchison, Patrick 

Clueless Craftsman 

Mangum, Lisa 
Write  Fearless.  Edit  Smart.  Get 
Published: A Master Class for Fiction 
Writers 

Pleskot, Lindsay 
Feel-Good Meal Plan: A Fresh Take on 
Meal  Prep  with  over  100   Nourishing 
Recipes to Feed Your Family with Ease

Reeder, Lydia 
The Cure for Women:  Dr. Mary Putnam 
Jacobi and the Challenge to Victorian 
Medicine That Changed Women’s Lives 
Forever 

Robinson, Callum 
Ingrained: The Making of a Craftsman 
Taste of Home Comfort Food Classics: 
200+ Heartwarming Dishes and Handy 
Hints

Wiking, Meik 
The Art of Danish Living: How the World’s 
Happiest People Find Joy at Work 

michael.chong@parl.gc.ca                           866- 878 5556          www.michaelchong.ca 
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CUSTOM ELECTRICAL  
THAT FITS YOUR HOME

Contact Agentis Today  
226-203-0633

ECRA/ESA 7008597

519-222-8092

THE
  COUNTERTOP

DEPOT
  Laminate * Corian * Solid Wood

* Quartz * Granite 

1007 York Road, Guelph, ON.      Tele: 519-823-8291 
www.countertop-depot.com

COUNTERTOP

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED519-648-3004
BIOBOBS@HOTMAIL.COM

REGION OF WATERLOO
WELLINGTON COUNTY

PERTH COUNTY

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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International 
Women’s Day

The theme for 2025 is Accelerate 
Action and our keynote speaker 
epitomizes what that means.

Jill Valentine’s mission is to empower, 
educate and inspire individuals to 
lead deeply meaningful lives.

She is co-founder of  UGO Impact, 
through which she leads groups to 
volunteer and enhance lives through 
service and travel abroad.

Her key initiatives—like the Seeds of 
Change in Tanzania and the Give and 
Grow Community—aim to foster self-
discovery and a deeper appreciation 
for humanity, encouraging a more 
just and caring world.

She has led groups and summited 
Mount Kilimanjaro four times.

She will be sharing what she has 
learned through her humanitarian 
projects and how to take powerful 
accelerated action towards living a 
meaningful life.”

The event will be held on March 5 at 
the Victoria Park East Golf Club, 1096 
Victoria Road S, Guelph.

Tickets for the dinner are $55 and will 
be available December 1.

Tickets for this event would make 
an ideal gift. Given Jill’s message it 
would make a wonderful mother-
daughter event.

For    more    information,    go     to 
Eventbrite   through   this   link 
http://bit.ly/3Z1rpVU 

The gift of giving

Remember the goat or cow you 
could purchase through UNICEF? 
Along the same lines, you can now 
use the gift guide managed through 
Canada Helps, to make a meaningful 
contribution to a good cause.

Whether you celebrate Hanukkah, 
Christmas, Kwanzaa, or enjoy a non-
denominational holiday season, we 
have gift options that give back for 
every occasion! 

From sponsoring a kitten to feeding 
a family, get a head start on your 
shopping. Skip the lines and wrapping, 
all while ensuring your gift won’t end 

Select one of our new holiday eCards 
to accompany your gift.

Here’s the link to check out the guide
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/
gift-guide

104

CAPSTONE REPS

3
AVERAGE GDAR AGENTS

519.820.9567 YEARS OF COMBINED
EXPERIENCE

70+
TOTAL

HOMES SOLD

1000+

SOLD 
IN REAL ESTATE

OUT OF 20,000
ROYAL LEPAGE AGENTS

$600M+ Top 1% 
201-848 GORDON ST. GUELPH, ON N1G 1Y7  |  CAPSTONEREPS.COM

*Based on rural and farm properties sold in Centre
Wellington, Guelph-Eramosa, and Puslinch as reported

through Guelph & District Association of Realtors (GDAR)
from Jan 1, 2016 - Dec 31, 2023. 
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ASK THE EXPERT

Matchmaking 
Houseplants 

By K. Alwan

We all know how wonderful and ben-

indoor gardening season, you may 
be wringing your hands in despair 

houseplants. 

If you’ve ever called yourself a “black 
thumb” – someone who just can’t 
seem to keep indoor plants alive – 
you’re not alone. 

Many people believe that they lack 
some sort of “natural talent” for gar-
dening. The truth is that most plant 
struggles come down to a few basic 
principles of plant care, particularly 
understanding plant physiology. 

In fact, the key to a thriving indoor 
garden is about choosing plants that 

AND personality (how often do you 
want to remember to water some-
thing?).

The Common Culprits of House-
plant Failures

There are two main reasons why 
houseplants fail: too much water or 
not enough light. Often, it’s a combi-
nation of both. If your plants are yel-
lowing or turning mushy, it’s likely be-
cause you’re overwatering them – too 

light is a recipe for root-rot. 

On the other hand, if your plants are 
crispy, dry and shrivelled, you’re like-
ly underwatering them, or they might 
be  situated  in  the  wrong spots and 

getting too much direct sunlight.

The solution? Right plant for the right 
place.
 
Plants for Low Light and Forgetful 
Waterers

If you’ve been known to leave a plant 
on the windowsill, forget about it for 

crispy, don’t be discouraged. There 
are plenty of hardy plants that thrive 
in neglect, especially when it comes 
to water and light.

Plants from arid regions, like cacti and 
succulents, are ideal for people who 
tend to underwater or forget to tend 
to their greenery. ‘Succulent’ plants 
are adapted to hot and/or dry condi-

leaves, stems or roots. Keep them in 
bright light, letting the soil dry out 
completely between waterings, and 
then water thoroughly. 

For less-than-ideal lighting, the ZZ 
plant (Zamioculcas zamiifolia) is 
perfect for low-light conditions and 
requires very little water due to its 

Another popular choice is snake 
plants (Dracaena trifasciata, formerly 
Sansevieria trifasciata), which come 
in a variety of sizes and colours. 

Plants for the Overwaterers

constantly worries that your plants 
are thirsty and end up drowning them 
with too much water, you many need 
plants that thrive in moist environ-
ments but still need the right balance 
of water and light. 

Ferns, for example, love humidity and 
moisture, making them an excellent 
choice for people who tend to over-
water but also have access to bright, 
indirect light. Of course, they still re-
quire proper drainage and shouldn’t 
be kept in waterlogged soil.

Calatheas are another great option for 
those who tend to overwater. These 
beautiful plants, with their striking 
foliage and patterns, prefer consis-
tent moisture in the soil and thrive in 
humid environments. They do well in 
medium to low light and are forgiv-
ing when it comes to watering. Some 
even fold their leaves up at night!

Know Your Home’s Light

Ultimately, the most important factor 
when selecting houseplants is under-
standing your home’s light conditions. 
Without enough light, plants may 
stretch towards the source, produce 
smaller and fewer leaves and be sus-
ceptible to pests and disease. 

But even without sunny windows, you 
can still have a thriving indoor jungle 

grow lights. The Garden Myths blog 
by Robert Pavlis provides some great 
resources and explanations on LEDs 
lights.

By understanding your home’s light-
ing conditions and your own watering 

not only survive but thrive. So em-
brace your inner plant matchmaker – 
you’ve got this!

www.CoreElectricGuelph.com
info@CoreElectricGuelph.com

ECRA/ESA #7009619

519.827.7997
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Cook’s Corner

By Barbara Paterson 

This seafood recipe is quick and easy 
to make and it’s delicious.

Scallops Amandine

 
1 lb. fresh or frozen scallops
Salt & pepper
3 tbsp. butter
¼ cup slivered almonds
2 tsp. lemon juice
1 tbsp. snipped parsley
Hot cooked rice

1. Thaw scallops.  Cut scallops into 
½” thick slices if they are large or 
leave whole if using bay scallops.  
Season with salt and pepper.

2. In a skillet, melt half the butter.  
Add scallops; cook over medium-
high heat no more than 5 minutes 
until done, stirring frequently.  
Remove to warm dish; keep 
warm.

3. In same skillet, melt remaining 
butter.  Add almonds; toast until 
golden.  Stir in lemon juice and 
pour contents over scallops.  
Sprinkle with parsley.  Serve over 
hot cooked rice.

This no-bake peppermint cheesecake 

texture that’s super smooth to eat.

No-Bake Peppermint Cheesecake

 

For the Crust
1½ cups chocolate cookie crumbs 
4 tbsp. butter, melted

For the Filling
1 pint heavy whipping cream
1 lb. cream cheese at room 
temperature
1  14 oz. can sweetened condensed 
milk

crushed, such as candy canes

1. Crush cookies.  Add butter and 
mix until completely incorporated.

2. Press into a 9” springform pan, 
making sure to distribute the 
mixture evenly.  

3. In a bowl, whip the cream until it 
holds a peak.  

4. In another bowl, beat the cream 
cheese until smooth.  Add the 
sweetened condensed milk and 
mix well until fully incorporated 
with no lumps of cream cheese.

5. Fold in half of the whipped 
cream to lighten, then fold in 
the remaining whipped cream 
thoroughly.

6. Stir in the crushed candy and 
pour the mixture into the 
prepared springform pan.  Cover 
with plastic wrap and place in the 
freezer for at least 8 hours.

7. Remove from freezer 20 minutes 
before serving, slice and serve.  
Can garnish with more crushed 
candy or chocolate curls.  

      Makes 16 servings.

Garden space for 
rent

Winterhill Farm and Garden has over 
30,000 sq feet of organic growing 
space available for rent in 2025 in 
Rockwood. 

The gardens sit on top of a hill on 
the south side of the farm, this 

amazing views. 

Garden rental include water and 
waterlines and the use of some tools.
 
If you are looking for space to grow 
email winterhillfarm@yahoo.com 
to book an appointment to visit the 
farm.

Religious Services
In these ever-changing times, it is wise to 
double-check the website to determine if 
in-person services are happening or the 
event is taking place.

ARKELL UNITED CHURCH
“The Little Church with the BIG Heart”
600 Arkell Road at Watson, Arkell, ON 
N0B 1C0
519-821-7623
www.arkellunitedchurch.ca
Reverend John Adeyemi
• Sunday Worship at 10 am.

BAHA’I FAITH
www.bahaisofpuslinch.ca 
•  You are invited to join us in our study of 

course leading to a greater understanding 
of the spiritual nature of human beings. 
Call 519-767-0636 or email lsapuslinch@
gmail.com for particulars of dates, times 
and locations.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
454 Arkell Road, Puslinch, ON  N0B 2J0
519-824-1161
www. calvaryguelph.com 
Pastors: Patrick Timney and Joe Yang
• Sunday worship:  English 9:30 am
Chinese 11:30 am
• Children’s Worship:  Sunday  morning 
program held during main services.
• Calvary Youth:  For Jr. & Sr. High 
programs - please go to church website 
for more information.
• Adult Bible Study: Thursdays 10:00 am.

CROSS ROADS BIC CHURCH
Living and Loving Like Jesus.
Peacefully. Compassionately. Together.
4614 Wellington Rd. 32, Guelph ON 
N1H 6J3
Ph. 519-658-9746
Web Site: www.crossroadsbic.ca 
Facebook: Cross Roads BIC & Cross
Roads Youth Group
Pastor: Melissa Richer
Sunday worship @ home: YouTube ‘Cross 
Roads BIC’ or in person via registration @ 
‘crossroadsbic.eventbrite.ca’
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCMKYAskvq1HdGsTiA7UQFsg.

DUFF’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
In-Person Worship at 10:30 each Sunday!
319 Brock Rd. S & Hwy. 401, 
Puslinch, ON, N0B 2J0
For Rental and Other Information
519-763-1163     

Pastoral Leader: Rev. Lisa Dolson
revdolson@gmail.com    519-955-2158

EBENEZER UNITED CHURCH 
12274 Guelph Line,(just North of 20 
Sideroad)  N of 401, Campbellville, ON  
L0P 1B0
905-854-2423
Webpage:  www.ebenezeruc.ca  - Like us 
on Facebook

Music Director: John Zadro
• Regular Sunday Worship, 11:00 am.

HISTORIC ELLIS PIONEER CHAPEL 
6705 Ellis Road, Puslinch, ON 
Email: brendalaw@hotmail.ca
Ph. 519-767-2462 
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FREELTON STRABANE UNITED 
CHURCH 
To live our discipleship with integrity and 
grace.
1565 Brock Rd. (Brock Rd & 8th Conc 
W.), Strabane, ON  L0R 1K0

www.freeltonstrabaneuc.ca
Facebook:freelton and strabane united 
church   
Minister - Rev. Will Wheeler BA M. Div.
• Sunday Worship at 10:30 am

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
CRIEFF
7156 Concession 1, Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0
519-824-8757

www.facebook.com/

• Sunday Worship 9:30 am starting 
November 3rd

MOUNT CARMEL-ZION UNITED 
CHURCH 
in Morriston at the corner of Church & 
Victoria Streets, Morriston, ON N0B 2C0
Minister:  Rev. Margaret Ruggles
519-822-8610
www.morristonunitedchurch.com
Email: morristonunitedchurch@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship at 10:30 am.
• Sunday, December 1st - Advent I -     
   Hope
• Sunday, December 8th - Advent II - 
   Peace
• Sunday, December 15th - Advent III - 
   Joy
• Sunday, December 22nd - Advent IV - 
   Love
There will be no worship service on 
December 25th and 29th. 
See you in 2025, Sunday January 5th. 
• Sunday, December 8th, 2024 at 2:00   
Stressed, Sad or Just Plain Feeling Blue?    
Blue Christmas Family Community Service
All are Welcome!  Refreshments after 
Service.
Monthly donations to Chalmers 
Community Services Centre for the month 
of December are kidney beans or baked 
beans and Peanut Butter.  Pasta or 
brown rice, peanut butter for the month 
of January.  Skim milk powder and toilet 
tissue is always needed as well, and all 
donations are greatly appreciated. Warm 
Socks would be a welcome contribution.
Happy New Year!

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
79 Freelton Road, Freelton, ON  L0R 1K0
905-659-3305
Fr. Arpee Urquico
Masses as follows:
• Saturday: 5:00 pm
• Sunday: 9:00 am and 11:00 am.

THE SALVATION ARMY GUELPH 
CITADEL
“A Place of Christian Worship & Service”
1320 Gordon St. Guelph, ON N1L 1H2
519-836-9360
www. guelphsa.ca
Email: 
Majors Peter and Lee-Ann van Duinen
• Worship Service: Sunday 10:30 am
• Sunday School: 10:30 am (Age 2 to 
Grade 6)  Please check the website for 
more information.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST REFORM 
MOVEMENT CHURCH
We welcome you!
3997 HWY 6, Puslinch ON, N0B 2J0
905-659-1229
email: dorin_sdarm@yahoo.com
www.sdarm.ca
Elder: Paul Gavric
Pastor: Dorin Burca

ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH
520 Ellis Rd. (beside Hespeler Arena, west 
of Townline Rd.) Hespeler - Cambridge, ON  
N3C 0E6

519-658-4547 or rector@stjamesang.ca
Honorary Priest: Rev’d John Phillips
Website: www.stjamesang.ca
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
stjamesang
• Sunday Services
8:30 am Holy Eucharist - Traditional
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 1st, 2nd, 4th and  
5th  Sundays
Morning Prayer 3rd Sunday
Sunday School & Nursery at 10 am Service.

      

Community Events

At the Puslinch Pioneer, we like to promote 
community events and we ask for your co-
operation in keeping them under the 50 
word count so we can accommodate as 
many as possible.   If your event is taking 

venture, there is a $25 charge for the 
listing.

ARKELL UNITED CHURCH SENIOR’S 
LUNCH
Arkell United Church, 600, Arkell Rd. at 
Watson is holding a Senior’s Lunch on 
Tuesday, November 12th at 12 pm. 
Cover charge $5.00.

BADENOCH CHRISTMAS CRAFT SALE. 
Held at the Badenoch Community Centre, 
4217 Watson road S. Puslinch.  Saturday, 
November 30th 10am till 3pm and 
Sunday, December 1st 11am till 3pm.  
Save the date and bring a friend.

BADENOCH MUSIC NIGHT 
Friday, December 6th and February 
7th, 2025 7 pm at the Badenoch 
Community Centre, 4217 Watson Rd. S, 
Puslinch.  Everyone welcome!  Please note
there is NO Music Night in January. 

BADENOCH WELCOME WEDNESDAY
The Badenoch Community Centre is 
hosting Welcome Wednesdays each week 
from 1-4 pm. Please note the last one will 
be December 18th and resume January 
8th 2025. For information call or text 
519-763-9782.

CALLING ALL KIDS
Looking for Something Fun to do on the 
November 29th PA Day?  Join us for 
“CHRISTMAS ADVENTURES” 9am  to 3pm 
at Mount Carmel-Zion United Church, 22 
Victoria Street Morriston.  
Crafts*Stories*Games*Skits*Musical 
Fun*Cookie Decorating.
**LUNCH PROVIDED**
JK & up with Highschool students welcome
to attend or be helpers for volunteer hours
$5 per child $10 per family.  Come 
have a Holly Jolly Time.  Contact 
morristonunitedchurch@gmail.com for 
registration Forms.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT & COMMUNITY 
CAROL SING
Sunday, December 1st  7 pm at Freelton 
Strabane United Church, 1565 Brock 
Rd., Strabane.  Please join the Christmas 
Choir for an musical evening of seasonal 
& traditional Christmas presentations and 
carol singing for all! Light refreshments to 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT & 
COMMUNION SERVICE
Tuesday,  December 24th  8 pm at  
Freelton Strabane United Church, 1565 
Brock Rd., Strabane.  All welcome to join 
us on this magical night!    

CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Sunday, December 8th, 10am - 2pm 

Concession 1, Puslinch - Crafts, produce – 
great gift ideas.
                                                          
COOKIE WALK 
Saturday, December 7th, 2024 at 

Concession 1, Puslinch.  Doors open at 
9:00 AM till 12:00 Noon.  Cookies $20 
for 3 doz or $7 ea doz,  Crafts, preserves 
and other baked goods also available.  Pre 
orders welcome email 
com or call Linda 905-659-0727.

EUCHRE
1st and 3rd Friday each month at 7 pm. 
Freelton Strabane United Church, 1565 
Brock Rd., Strabane.  For info, call Marie at 
905-659-1021.

FREE EXERCISE CLASSES FOR 55+

exercise class for individuals 55+ who want 
to maintain their health and independence.  
The class focuses on aerobic endurance, 

class is Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

Presbyterian Church.  For registration 
please contact Danielle 519-803-0144.

I WONDER
Thursday, January 23rd, 2025 7pm at 
Freelton Strabane United Church at 1565 
Brock Rd., Strabane.  Do you have Biblical 
questions, history questions about the 
Church, questions about spirituality?   
If you have said “I wonder “ then join us to 

“IT’S SEW FUN”  SEWING GROUP
Mondays at 12:00 – 4 p.m.  Freelton 
Strabane United Church, 1565 Brock Rd., 
Strabane.  For info, call Linda at 289-962-
6737.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Saturday,  December  21st  7 pm at 
Freelton Strabane United Church, 1565 
Brock Rd., Strabane. The Christmas season 
rolls around again and for some, it brings                                                                                                           
sadness & memories of loved ones that 
are not longer with us. Come and join with 
others to own the sadness of the season 
and know you do not carry the sadness 
alone .                                                                                        

MUSICAL HOOTENANNY
Hootenannies are held on the last Friday 
of the month until further notice from 
7-9pm at Arkell United Church, 600 Arkell 
Road, Arkell.  Sign up for your time in 
the spotlight or just sit and enjoy.  For 
information please call Rob Stark  519-
994-4996.
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HEAVY TRUCK & PASSENGER & LIGHT
FARM TIRES TRUCK TIRES
SALES & SERVICE 

Nicholas Beaver Road     519 763-7630

                                  Sue Gray
                          519-820-8013                             

                                         www.norwex.com/sites/susangray

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

ROBBIE BURN’S SUPPER 
Saturday, January 25, 2025 at Freelton 
Strabane United Church, 1565 Brock Rd., 
Strabane. Hold the date and join us as 
we answer the call of the Highlands  & 
celebrate the venerated Scottish poet 
Robbie Burns with a traditional Burns 

or check www.freeltonstrabaneuc.ca for 
details & reservation options.

SUNRISE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assist as a Volunteer Leader or Side 
Walker in therapeutic riding lessons 

evenings and Saturdays.  1.5 hours per 
week minimum commitment.   Ages 14+, 
training provided.  To apply, contact Fiona 
at 519-837-0558 x35.  Call now to register 
for our next training clinic. 

TECH TUESDAYS FOR SENIORS
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month at 1 
pm at Freelton Strabane United Church, 
1565 Brock Rd., Strabane. A  time for 
people to gather, and learn more about 

659-3380 to register. 

WHEEL OF FITNESS
Freelton Strabane United Church, 1565 
Brock Rd., Strabane.  Thursdays at 10 
am.  “Flamborough Connects” Trained 
Instructor.  Pre-registration required, 
call 905-689-7880 or email admin@ 

Community
Announcement
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF 
GUELPH 
Learn to be a kid again! Volunteer mentors 
needed for local children. Big Brothers Big 

varying levels of time commitment.  Call 
519-824-5154, email info@bbbsg.ca or 
visit us online at www.bbbsg.ca.

BOOKING AGENTS

ARKELL UNITED CHURCH 
Contact Rob Stark 519-994-4996  or 
robstark@bellnet.ca or http://www.
arkellunitedchurch.ca

BADENOCH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Inquiries call Ami DeVries at 226-979-
0355.

DUFF’S CHURCH

or email 

FREELTON STRABANE UNITED 
CHURCH 
1565 Brock Rd. (Brock Rd & 8th Conc W), 

3380.

HISTORIC ELLIS PIONEER CHAPEL
Charming historic pioneer chapel for 
weddings, baptisms, small concerts.  Visit 
ellischapel.ca.   Contact Brenda Law at 
519-767-2462 or brendalaw@hotmail.ca

OPTIMIST RECREATION CENTRE AND 
PUSLINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Call 519-763-1226 or email services@
puslinch.ca

CROWN CEMETERY PUSLINCH 
Crown Cemetery Puslinch is located north 
of Morriston at Brock Road and Highway 

by a volunteer board of managers and 
a secretary/treasurer.  We welcome all 
denominations for burials. For more 
information please visit our website 
at www.crowncemetery.ca or contact 
Darlene Harrietha at 519-822-0874 or 
email darleneharrietha@gmail.com.

EarlyON PLAYTIME 
Is a free drop-in program for parents and 
caregivers with children birth to 6 years. 
It runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
the Puslinch Community Centre from 
9:30-11:30am.  Check the EarlyON 
Guelph Facebook page for up-to-date 
cancellations.
 
FREELTON LIONS CLUB
We are looking for new members and 
volunteers men and women for our club. 
We sponsored a number of charities over 
the years.  If you are interested in helping 
or joining please contact Jim Munday at 
905-921-0095 or email jkmunday@bell.
net.

THE FRIENDS OF MILL CREEK 
Meet at the Puslinch Community Centre 
at 3:30 pm. on the third Wednesday of 
every month (except August).  If you 
share our passion   for   protecting   this 
precious resource for future generations, 
and in developing this resource for the 
next generation of conservationists, join 
us. For more information http://www.
friendsofmillcreek.org.

OPP. 
If you have a concern about a police 
matter, please phone 1-888-310-1122 

OPTIMIST CLUB OF PUSLINCH
Is one of the most active clubs in the 
Township. Our focus is youth. We meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month.  
Visit www.optimistclubofpuslinch.com and 

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

763-0309 or contact any club member.

PUSLINCH  FIDDLE  GROUP 
Meets  the   3rd   Sunday of  each   month   

Call Paul McDonald  519-763-9764.

PUSLINCH  LOAN  CUPBOARD HOME  
HEALTH  CARE  EQUIPMENT SERVICE 

Church.
For assistance call:
Gary Will            519-820-7832
Fred Law                        519-767-2462
Dianne Hersey                519-824-6304
Alan Fairweather             519-824-5726
Jen Deter                       519-837-5913

THE ROTARY CLUB OF GUELPH SOUTH
Meets every Thursday at 7:30 am. Check 
out www.rotary7080.org/guelphsouth for 
more information.  Contact Celia Clark for 
membership inquiries: 519-766-1097.

METAL RECYCLING BIN – SUNRISE 
FARM (6920 Conc. 1, Puslinch)

steel, aluminum, copper, tin cans, wire, 
metal rods, fencing etc. in the ‘Gerdau 
Ameristeel’ recycling bin situated in our 
parking lot. For more info, contact Lynne 
O’Brien  Sunrise  519-837-0558 x31.

WHISTLE STOP PRESCHOOL
Licensed Preschool Program for Children 2.5 
- 5 years.  Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings 9:00am-11:30am at the Puslinch 
Community Centre.  For more information 
visit our website whistlestoppreschool.com 
or Contact Sandra Gunson 519-239-9878 
or email whistlestopteacher@gmail.com.

Donor Circle

Adult Guitar 
Lessons 
Learn to play the easy way. I guarantee 
results.  Call Norm at 519 242-7264.



Electrical wiring and maintenance of new

 519-767-0768
 info@dallsonselectric.com

Ball Exteriors Ltd.
Siding, Eaves Trough, Windows & Doors

Soffit, Fascia, Sun Tunnels, Railings
Free Estimates. Greg Bowles 519-841-0727

��+

Electricians
CORE ELECTRIC

Residential • Commercial •  Industrial
519.827.7997

info@CoreElectricGuelph.com
ECRA/ESA #7009619

Seasonal

WELDING, FABRICATION AND REPAIR SERVICES
CERTIFIED - MICHAEL VIOL (519) 837-0424

www.abermormanufacturing.ca

ABERMOR
M A N U F A C T U R I N G

Welding/Fabrication

WHERE IS JACK?
Windows & Siding Specialists

Since 1976 www.whereisjack.ca
Jack’s Aluminum Ltd     519 822-5000

               Chickadee Christmas Trees
              6639 Wellington Rd 34

            519 654-2029
                  www.chickadeechristmastrees.ca

Cat Boarding
CatNap Cottages

Setting new standards in cat boarding
Large private suites with windows

www.catnapcottages.ca 519 766-0511

Trailers

Full Service Automotive Repairs 
 30 Hayes Avenue             41 Woodlawn Rd. W                     
 Guelph, ON N1E 5V5    Guelph, ON N1H 1G8
 519.821.8880                    519.821.1888

Phipps Photo Management
Organizing & Managing your Photos and Memorabilia

www.phippsphotomanagement.com
Guelph, Puslinch & Area

   416-317-3713       maria.phipps@icloud.com

Licensed Carpentry since 1989
Visit us at www.deckingaround.ca

   519-763-1233

Automotive 

Moving/Downsizing

Mary Warwick, CFP, CIM, MBA
President, The Warwick McLaughlin Group Inc.

1499 Gordon St, Guelph, ON, N1L 1C9
Phone: 519-763-6279; Cell: 226-979-7683, Fax: 519-763-7167

  designed with BOTH the Employer and Employee in mind.

Financial

ABERFOYLE TRUCK LUBE 
REPAIR AND SALES
7 Tawse Place, Guelph

519 836-3700

Michael’s Mobile Truck & 
Trailer Repair Inc

Truck trailer and automotive repairs,
annual safety inspections

Aberfoyle        519 780-2710

Hayden’s Property Maintenance Ltd.
Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting

PROFESSIONAL LAWN & GARDEN CARE
    Tel: 519-823-2188   

Dirt/Gravel Moving

Photos

Tree Services

.COM

Repaint • Restorate • Renovate • Rebuild                                 
           Puslinch     519-822-2324    

Health

Home Improvement

Home   cont’d.

COnCEP   S

SOUTHEND
NATURAL MEDICINE

Dr. Laura M. Brown, Naturopathic Doctor
southendguelph.ca     519-829-9817

Space Available

EXCAVATOR  BULLDOZER  SKIDSTEER  DUMP TRUCK

LEVELLING  GRADING  SITE CLEANUP  MATERIAL DELIVERY

FIREWOOD  CUSTOM STONES & ENGRAVING

FROST ELECTRIC 
    John Frost            519-829-5105
   john@frostelectric.ca      ECRA/ESA #7014426

         Concrete driveways                                                                       
     Concrete  stairs 
          Decorative concrete 
                  Excavating

 info.shsconcepts@gmail.com     Phone: 519-212-0638

Fire Safety
Space Available

            GUELPH BUILDING
           SUPPLY

               SUPPORT LOCAL/SHOP LOCAL
BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

    500 Maltby Road Guelph, ON (519) 780-0400 

Phil Whetstone
      Guelph, ON     519 830-6634

  phil.whetstone@rogers.com       www.capellatree.ca
ON-1121A

              Septic System 
             Design & Install

                SHS Concepts Inc.
 info.shsconcepts@gmail.com    Tel. 519-212-0638              

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
BACKHOE - LOADER SERVICES

Custom Digging - Trenching - Augering
Landscaping - Small Retaining Walls

     Mike  519 831-1808

Septic

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564

Space Available
Call (519) 763-6564


